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Contemporary View of the Concept of
Educational Outcomes

Abdul-Rahman Ahmed Sayegh
Assistant Professor, Department of Education
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. In the coming few years, educational systems in developing countries may face a more pressing
demand for assessment of their performance than ever before. The concepts of efficiency, productivity
and accountability have been applied to the field of education in developed countries, in order to improve
the performance of education. However, all these concepts are meaningless without valid assessments of
outcomes.

This paper intends to shed some light on the concept of educational outcomes, their classifications
and major principles that should be considered in assessing educational outcomes.

The task of assessing outcomes is not an easy one, but it is not impossible, Thus a comprehensive
approach should be considered for evaluating both types of outcomes which are quantitative and qualita-
tive.
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The Development of Early Career Awareness in Students

Mohammed Sh. H. Khateeb
Assistant Professor, Department of Education
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Several countries depend upon different approaches in the development of students’ careers
and the provision of solutions to the problems of society, such as unemployment, productivity, and
achievement. Thus, it has become very important for educational leaders to develop laws and theories that
control these fields. Therefore, several theories have emerged by Hoppock, Genzberg, Roe, Holland,
Super and others, some of whom have concentrated on occupational choice and some on vocational
development. This research has drawn a picture of the relationship between these areas and educational
planning and the way vocational development can be approached in society. The research has enlightened
students’ needs and the occupational requirements for the success of vocational development programs.
Among the problems that affect their success are technological change, the ability of the students, the
facilities factors, attitudes, norms, values, and the demands of the market and the distribution of local
employment. The researcher has invited the educational communities and government agencies to begin
these programs from the early stages of education so that society can have more adequate manpower in
the future.
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Gradual Staff Development in Saudi Arabian Schools:
Teacher and Administrator Attitudes toward the
Teaching Profession and Inservice Programs

Abdul-Aziz H. A. Al-Bataa

Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The purpose of this research was to study the possibility of gradual staff development in Saudi
Arabian schools. This was done through investigating Saudi teacher and administrator attitudes toward
the teaching profession and inservice programs that lead to higher degrees.

With respect to the attitude toward the teaching profession, it was found that the mean scores of
females, those who are younger than 26 years of age, elementary school staff, those holding below
bachelor degrees, those with less than 6 years of experience, and those who live far from teacher colleges,
were significantly higher than those of males, those who are 26 years of age or older, junior and secondary
school staff, those holding university degrees, those with 6 years of experience or more, and those who live
near colleges of education, respectively.

However, with respect to the attitude toward gradual staff development, it was found that the mean
scores of all levels are relatively high with no significant difference between levels within any of the demog-
raphic variables except in the case of sex where females scored significantly higher than males.

There was a significant correlation at 0.0001 between the staff attitude toward the teaching profession
and their attitude towards inservice programs.
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Analyzing Verbal Interaction in King Saud University’s
Student-Teacher Lessons

Yacoub Nashwan
Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This study aimed to analyze the verbal interaction which occurred in the student-teacher les-
sons. The following questions were presented:

1. What are the types of students-teachers’ verbal behavior?

2. What are the types of pupils’ verbal behavior?

3. What is the degree of indirectness/directness in student-teachers’ lessons?

Forty-seven lessons were tape recorded and analyzed by (FIAC) system. These lessons were ran-
domly selected.

The result revealed:

1. The lecturing behavior was the most dominant.

2. The indirectness/directness ratio in student-teachers’ lessons was 27.8%.

3. The percentage of pupils’ verbal behavior was less than 50% in most of the lessons.

This study recommended that these types of verbal interaction minimize the effective communication
in the classroom and learning. So, the student-teacher must be trained to be able to use indirect verbal
interaction.
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The Effect of Linguistic Interference on
Learning and Teaching a Second Language

Muhammad Ali Alkhuli

Professor, Arabic Language Institute ,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This paper aims at defining linguistic interference (LI) and explaining its relationship with
mutual interference, code-switching (CS), transfer of learning, and borrowing. It also aims at illustrating
LI types, exploring the extent of the LI effect on second-language (L2) learning, and making use of results
in L2 curricula.

It has been shown that:

(1) LI goes in one direction; mutual LI goes in both directions.

(2) LI usually goes from the individual’s stronger language (L) to the weaker L.

(3) LI is unconscious, but CS is conscious.

(4) LI is a type of negative transfer of [earning.

(5) LI may occur between two Ls or within one L or through dialects of the same L.

(6) Negative LI is an intelligent attempt by the L2 learner to avoid L2 problem areas.

(7) LI is individual and unconscious, but borrowing is conscious, individual, or communal.
(8) Error analysis and contrastive analysis lead to the discovery of LI errors.

(9) LI may be phonological, morphological, lexical, syntactic, semantic, kinetic, or cultural.
(10) There are factors that control LI such as type of L activity, monitor strength, and mastery level.
(11) Most LI errors are phonological.

(12) LI errors are more common with adults than with children.
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The Negative Connection Between Secondary Education and
Higher Education and Its Influence on the Quality of Education

Abdul-Aziz A. Al-Babtain
Assistant Professor, Department of Education
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The statement of the problem was to investigate the mutual negative connection between high
school and university and its influence on the quality of education.

The high school provides students with a lack of preparation to continue their education and at the
same time the university accepts and prepares unqualified teachers to teach in the high schools.

The aim of this study was to establish cooperation and open channels of communication between high
schools and universities in order to raise the achievement of students in both stages, and also to choose and

prepare good teachers to teach in high schools.

This study reviewed the weaknesses of high school students, as well as the policy of the university in
terms of choosing and preparing high school teachers.

Finaily, this study provided some suitabie solutions to this problem.
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Our Curriculum and Islamic Education

Mohammed Othman Kashmeeri
Assistant Professor, Department of Education
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstact. The Istamic world has its own educational system, unique in its nature and quality. Islamic edu-
cation should maintain the principles of Islam which would lead it to fulfill the needs and philosophy of
Muslims. If the Islamic educational system does not take these principles into consideration, this would
guide the society in the wrong direction by changing the aims and goals of the Islamic teachings. Islamic
belief, thoughts and philosophy are considered to be the cornerstone in the Islamic educational system.
Unfortunately, the majority of the Muslim world was colonized and overrun for a long period of time, by
different outside powers. Usually, the occupiers tried to spread their ideas and philosophy through the
educational system.

In this article, the researcher discusses the Islamic educational system, showing its advantages. He
will discuss the Western educational system and its influence over society and how it affects the educa-
tional system as a whole. The researcher will summarize the effectiveness and accuracy of the Islamic edu-
cational system for the Muslim people. He suggests the following ideas which would comply with the
Islamic curriculum: consideration of Qur’an; consideration of Al-Hadith and Islamic history; considera-
tion of the Arabic language; training teachers; avoid imitating non-Islamic systems; establishing research
centers.
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Teaching English in Saudi Arabia:
To Whom, When and How Should English Be Taught?

Eid A.S. Al-Shammary

Assistant Professor, Center of European Languages and Translation
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The growing economic interdependence of many countries and the huge development in the
means of communication and transportation compe) almost all countries to teach at least one foreign lan-
guage. The need for teaching a foreign language produced sizeable rescarch on many aspects of this field
such as learners’ characteristics, timing of instruction, curriculum contents, the effects of foreign language
learning on the mother language and culture, and other related issues.

The teaching of English was and still is the topic of debate among concerned Saudi educators. This
debate has produced two distinct trends. The proponents of the first trend suggest to extend the English
instruction to the elementary stage. They justify their proposition by the realistic growing need for English
in many sectors of Saudi society. They also have some educational justifications for their suggestions. The
proponents of the second trend suggest to eliminate the English instruction. As an alternative they prop-
ose establishing a national agency for translation and arabization from all languages into Arabic. They also
call for the arabization of university education. They justify their proposition by the weakness of Saudi stu-
dents in English despite the long time and high expenses allocated for English instruction. They also justify
their proposition by some linguistic, cultural and religious considerations.

The position of Saudi Arabia both Islamically and internationally, and its growing need for English
in many sectors will reveal the importance of English for Saudi Arabia. The challenge facing Saudi
educators is how to answer the following questions quickly and accurately: 1) Who should be taught
English? 2) when should English be taught? and 3) what are the most effective methods to teach it? These
questions have been answered briefly in this article.

It is very important to improve English instruction for those who need it. However, pushing English
instruction into the elementary stage will not improve English learning. This solution has been tried in
many countries and failed. In addition to the reservations that many parents have about this solution, it
will be very costly and difficult to attain in Saudi Arabia. It is also important to recognize the vitality of
arabizing higher education. A nation that has pride in its native language should not continue to teach sci-
ences in English forever in its institutions. these two trends in the debate are contradictory. However, they
can be made complementary. This can be done by a plan whereby efforts to improve English teaching
become a part of a more comoprehensive plan for arabizing higher education in Saudi Arabia.
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Influence of the Administrative Pattern of Principals on
Their Performance in Schools

Mohamed Abduila Al-Mannie
Associate Professor, Department of Education
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This research traces the influence of the way school principals act in schools on the performance
of their jobs and how they behave towards teachers when they act according to different adminstrative pat-
terns.

The administrative patterns mentioned here are outlined as follow: democratic; autocratic; laissez-
faire.

The research shows that the demacratic principal can better satisfy human relations as well as realize
educational objectives. He can also create mutual trust between himself and his teachers. On the other
hand, in the autocratic setting, the teachers depend on the principal for doing their jobs, and participation
in decision-making is limited.

In alaissez-faire framework, the objectives of education are not accomplished and the principal is not
active in decision-making. The principal loses the confidence of his teachers.

The research also shows the influence of educational district government upon the principal’s work
in school.
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The Concept of the Self in Old Age

Abd al-Majid Sayyid Ahmad Mansur
Associate Professor, Department of Psychology
College of Education, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. During old age some organic, biological and functional changes occur. Such changes reformu-
late the personality structure of old age, during which older people suffer from psychological and social
maladjustment.

There are individual differences in adjustment during old age, according to acceptance or refusal of
social, health and psychological changes surrounding it. Usually a person in old age tries to adapt himself
to such changes. He may suffer from continuing anxiety, because of which he is unable to form a defined
self-concept, or he may lose self-trust. To measure self-concept in adulthood, the researcher translated
into arabic “Leary’s” measurement which is known as “self-sort task” revised by Willey.

The researcher called the measurement of the study “Questionnaire of Self-Identity.” In his transla-
tion in to Arabic, he tested the suitability of the items to saudi Arabia environment.

The researcher realizes the realibility and the validity of the measurment before its application on the
main sample of the research.

The main sample consisted of 183 persons of ages: early adulthood, middle-age, old age and senium.
Upon finding out statistical coefficients, it was obvious that there are statistical significances between the
ages of the sample groups, concerning self-concept.

The researcher explained the results, especially between old ages, due to the deteriorations that hap-
pen in the organic, functional and biological forces among old people. Such forces lessen the stability of
life that faces older people, beside the absence of their social role and prestige. Accordingly such cir-
cumstances lessen their energy for self-understanding and self-comprehension as they face self-devalua-
tion, and sometimes self-abasement. Finally the researcher explained the application steps of this study.
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Morever, the narrative passage which has two characters plays the main role in
the narrative. The reader should receive information that answers the question about
each character e.g., 8 slots or 7 slots in case of the two characters having shared the
same goal. In Saudi texts, the authors fail to display each character with its own infor-
mation for each slot question. Sometimes the authors of the text display two charac-
ters performing the information that answer the same frame slot question; while one
of the two characters plays the information of the action slot, the other character acts
out the information of the outcome slot. These results indicate that texts could create
a fragmented explanation. These texts could be improved by reconstructing them in
a stricter fashion, in accordance with the GPAO approach.

In spite of the results presented above, however, this evaluative focus suggests
a criticism of the Armbruster and Anderson approach to the effect that this approach
is appropriate in evaluating only certain historical explanations that refer to the
goals, plans and actions of rational actors as the basis of the explanation offered.
Moreover, the Armbruster and Anderson approach cannot be regarded as a panacea
for improving the quality of explanations in history classrooms. Teachers who are
aware of this approach, however, can more precisely focus their teaching techniques
and strategies on making up for the deficiencies in the explanations in the text.

Furthermore, Armbruster and Anderson propose that their goal frames reflect
the quality of the explanations embedded in the accounts of historical events and in
the sequences of events presented in texts. The study, however, points out that there
is often overlap between the frames, and in many cases it becomes impossible to dis-
tinguish between frames, i.e. action and outcomes.

Although Armbruster and Anderson justify their choice of an account of histor-
ical explanations using the terms of modemn cognitive psychology, the frames reflect
the syllogistic aspects of logical arguments as defined by Aristotle and developed for
teaching by Smith and Meux [10] and Ennis [11]. This comment is not offered as a
criticism of Armbruster and Anderson, but it is offered as a suggested avenue for
expanding Armbruster and Anderson’s frame system to incorporate other forms of
explanations.

The major implication of this study is that the Saudi Arabian teaching and his-
tory textbooks could be improved if teachers and writers become aware of the use of
the GPAO frame as a means of clarifying certain explanations made in history
textbooks. As A further goal, teachers and writers may become aware of the differ-
ent types of explanation available, thus allowing them to choose the type most
appropriate for effectively explaining a historical event. In addition to being aware
of the various types of explanation, teachers should be skilled in using different
teaching strategies to expand and clarify the explanations of the text material.
Armbruster and Anderson’s goal frame questions outline for teachers a significant
approach toward achieving this skill.
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What action did the Jews take in 1389 in El Aksah Mosque?
How important is El Aksah Mosque to the Muslims?
Who is occupying it now?

The last part of the text would lead the teacher to ask his/her students to check
the accuracy of its information from other sources beyond the textbook.

First in the outcome statements in episode 2A, the authors of the textbooks
informed the readers that Salah Eldean “killed most of the Crusaders, he imprisoned
the ruler of... and the European royalty and he killed...” At the end of text the
authors report that Salah Eldean “dealt with the Crusaders peacefully... he wanted
to teach that Islam is the religion of peace and forgiveness.” The two initiatives seem
to be contradictory, students who have a high level of curiosity may raise such ques-
tions as:

Why would Salah Eldean have killed many of the Crusaders if his policy was to
deal with his enemies “the Crusaders” peacefully and teach them that Islam... is the
religion of peace and forgiveness?

In that case, the teacher may encourage students to examine the accuracy of the
assertion in that text. The teacher may ask the students to check in other sources
whether Salah killed many Crusaders before or after he dealt with the Crusaders
peacefully.

Conclusion and Implications

The primary purpose of this paper was to apply Armbruster and Anderson’s
GPAO frames in evaluation explanations in Saudi history textbooks for identifying
the characteristics of the text that can cause comprehension problems as well as
determining how these problems can be avoided in order to increase the learning
both quantitatively and qualitatively. The criterion used in evaluating the quality of
explanation embedded in the text was how well the text answered the Armbruster
and Anderson’s GPAO frame questions: a) what was the goal?; b) what was the
plan?; c) what action was taken in response to the plan?; d) what was the outcome
of the action with respect to the goal?

The result of the evaluation and discussion revealed that the episodes from
Saudi Arabia history textbooks do not provide adequate historical explanations
according to the GPAO frame suggested by Armbruster and Anderson [2].

Specifically, the episodes fail to contain information about one or more of the
content categories defined by the frame slot questions. Also, some sentences contain
the answer to more than one frame slot question.
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extensively, detailing Salah Eldean’s capture of Tabaria, Akka,... Jerusalem, such
listing should be illustrated on the map used in depicting the plan. History teachers,
however, are commonly overly zealous in listing chronology and depicting move-
ments on maps. An emphasis on actions may in fact detract from the overall lesson
to be learned.

In the last activity related to Armbruster and Anderson’s slot questions episode
2A offer adequate answers. It was rated ‘3’ while episode 2B offer only moderately
adequate answers, it was rated ‘2-3’. A teacher desiring to explore this aspect of the
explanation could ask:

What according to your text were the results of the Heteen battle?
Did Salah Eldean actually acheive his goal?

Did Salah Eldean win the battle?

How much territory did he gain?

Outcomes, like actions and plans, may not fit perfectly with goals, even when
accurately reported by historians or history text writers. Armbruster and Anderson’s
slot questions are, of course, not addressed to the proper course of events in the
world of phenomena, but to the proper selection of actual information by the text
writer to relate to the goal slot. Therefore, when a selected episode is found to be
deficient, say, in its report of an outcome, as in the case in episodes 2A and 2B a
teacher may ask:

What should the authors have written for us to show that Salah Eldean’s goal
was fulfilled?

Why do you suppose the author included outcome material not direct to the goal
of the battle of Heteen?

These two questions would permit two different thought-related discussions.
The first would require information from other sources. The second question is not
truly a history question but a histographical question. Historians, history text authors
and history teachers alike use facts and factual assertions for reasons other than ful-
filling explanatory frames. In this discussion students would be asked to examine the
motivations of Ibrahiem, El-Bakry, El-Gahly and Kadomy for including among their
outcome statements in Episode 2A such as Salah Eldean’s killing of most of the
Crusaders and “Arant” leader of El Kark and imprisoning the King of Jerusalem and
most of the European royalty.

As noted earlier, the 2C episode is irrelevant to the explanation offered in 2A
and 2B. If a teacher wants to explore aspects of the actions and outcome achieved in
episode 2C, he/she could ask:
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Because the goal information was excluded in this text, some effort would be
required from the teacher to either help the students to bring information to fit with
the goal frame or replace the information in such a slot so as to fit in an appropriate
slot by asking the following questions:

Why did Salah Eldean want to make a battle with the Crusaders?

What were Salah Eldean’s motivations in engaging in the Battle of Heteen with
the Crusaders?

What were the conditions of the treaty between Salah Eldean and the Crusad-
ers?

Do you think the Crusaders deserved that Salah Eldean fight them?

A discussion focused on these or similar questions would obviously explain such
concepts as army, leaders, ruler, battle, war, attack, treaty and provoking of treaty.

The authors of the text did not consider the plan slot information in the text.
Therefore, the teacher may want to make up the material missed in plan questions,
and she/he would need to develop two lines of information.

The first of these is spatial in nature and would undoubtedly require the use of
a globe or map to show the location of the Heteen battle, the locations of the Crusad-
ers and the Muslims, and the land routes to gain access to the place of the battle. The
second of these lines of information is strategic and is responsive to a set of questions
which a teacher may want to explore with a class of students:

How does a country or nation plan for a battle?
How could it win a battle?
What were Salah Eldean’s tactics to defeat the Crusaders?

These two plans of elements of space and strategy are of course related and
sometimes indistinguishable from the action elements implied in Armbruster and
Anderson’s action slot. Here a teacher might want to explore two aspects of the
action taken, as reflected in the following questions:

What actions did Salah Eldean actually take?

Which of these directly fulfilled the goal of the war and the plan of the battle?
Which actions were not fulfilling of the goal and plan, or were unfunctional?
Was the killing necessary to the goal and plan?

The first of these questions would elicit a set of chronological events. If explored
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Episode 3B is the first statement that appears to fit in a plan slot, though it is not
clear what tactic would give Saleem the First the edge he needed in his war with the
Mamluks. Therefore, the statement warrants only the rating of ‘2’ or possibly ‘3.
The action statement is immediately followed by the plan slot question and, because
it is not clearly expressed, the action statement can be rated no more than 2°. The
contént of the last statement has to do with the final events of the outcome of Saleem
the First’s expedition in Syria. The outcome succeeded to satisfy the Ottoman goal
at the beginning of the narrative in episode 3A. Itis appropriately related to the orig-
inal goal. The statement is rated ‘4’

Compensating for the Deficiencies (in Excerpt 2)

A teacher who is going to teach the lesson which includes the material in episode
2A, 2B, and who intends to develop the students’ ability to comprehend the histori-
cal events that are embedded in the passages, may attend to the ratings assigned to
slot questions. These questions and the ratings of the responsive material offered in
episodes 2A, 2B are as follows:

a) What was the goal?
b) What was the plan for attaining the goal?
¢) What was the outcome of the action with
respect to the goal? 3 23 0

Questions: 2A 2B 2C
0 0 0
0 0 0

Outcome is the only part that is treated most adequately in the text. The out-
comes listed in 2B and 2C are, in fact, given the most emphasis and attention in the
text. A teacher who is concerned with students’ understanding of the events being
described, however, would probably exclude episode 2C from 2A and 2B lessons and
teach this material separately in as much as the goal plan and action material in 2A
and 2B is largely unrelated to 2C’s outcomes.

If the teacher intends to make up the deficiencies that are embedded in the 2A/
2B episodes she/he may want to have students hypothesize reasons why Armat would
break the treaty with the Muslims. A teacher may need to raise such questions as:

Why Arnat would start first to break the treaty with the Muslims, rather than say
Salah Eldean?

Why would any one of the two sides in the treaty break it? What would you
expect from the other side to do?

A discussion focused on this question may need the teacher to encourage her/his
students to investigate some verses of the Quran about remaining faithful to agree-
ments, etc.
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G To defend the Arabic territories from Mongol raids and the destruction they
left behind.

O The expansion of the power of the Persian Emperor Ismail El Safwy to Irag
and Asia.

O The conquests of the Mamluks in South Asia.
O To protect the Islamic World from the enmity of the Portuguese which was

revealed in the geographic discovery of the Cape of Good Hope, and India.

Also their occupation of the shores of the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf in
order to prevent commercial communication between the Muslims, India and

Asia.

G The desire of Spain and other European countries to expand their power to
North Africa.

Episode 3B
The conflict between the Mamluks, the leaders of Egypt and Syria and the
Ottoman leaders.

P The Ottoman Emperor “Saleem the First” sends an expedition to fight the
Mamluk’s leader “El Ghuree™.

A The two armies met at the North of Syria (Marj Dabbiq battle in the year
1516).

O The Emperor Saleem defeated them, and continued his expansion to Damas-
cus and Palestine, then occupied Egypt.

Excerpt 3 Discussion

In these two paragraphs, there are two episodes. Each episode is included in one
paragraph. The first episode has a beginning and no end. The second episode con-
tains the consequence historical events of those began in the first episode.

In episode 3A the Ottomans are introduced as a group of persons who aimed at
expanding their territories in the Arab World in order to “defend Arab territories

from Mongol raids..."” and to “protect the Islamic world from the enmity of the Por-
tuguese...” . Although these goals seem clearly stated, the importance of the Arab

world to the Ottomans will escape the inference of the students of the third inter-
mediate grade. The goal statementg warrant only the rating of ‘3",

The outcome statements are problematic, since there is no connection between
the Ottomans’ expansion in the Arab World and the expansion of the power of the

Persian Empire to Iraq and Asia, and the conquests of the Mamluks in Southern Asia
is missing. The outcome statement warrants only the rating of ‘O’. In the statement

of episode 3A, the authors of the text have introduced new groups of persons, such

as the Spaniards and other European countries, who have the desire to expand their
territories to North Africa. The connection between the desire of Spain and other

European countries to expand their territories to North Africa and the Ottomans’
goal to expand their power in the Arab region is missing. The statement is rated ‘O’.
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Excerpt 2 Discussion

These three episodes are contained in two paragraphs in the text. The material
of the first episode is contained in the first paragraph. The second and the third
episodes are contained in the second paragraph of the text. While the episodes deal
with the same issue, the second episode being wholly outcome statements, the mate-
rial in episode three seems unrelated to the historical events of the narrative begin-
ning in the first two episodes.

Episode 2A begins with the actions of Arnat, the leader of the Crusaders,
toward the Muslims: “He broke the treaty,” “attacked the Muslim tribes,” “attacked
the Muslims who were going to Mecca for pilgrimage.” These action statements are
not taken by the main character (Salah Eldean), who has an identifiable outcome in
the narrative of the text. Moreover, they appear to be the motivations that led Salah
Eldean to engage in the battle of Heteen but they are not stated to fit in the goal slot.
They answer the action question. Therefore, they warrant only a rating of ‘O’.

The rest of the episode statements are outcomes. In these statements, the
authors of the text have introduced Salah Eldean as the main character who is the
leader of the Muslims and who does not have any goal, motive, plan or action but the
outcomes of the historical events in the episode are attributed to him. In as much as
the outcome statements are stated explicitly, but parts of the statements are not pre-
cise sentences such as “killed most of the Crusaders” and “he imprisoned most of the
European rulers.” Of course the reader cannot infer whether 70% of 90% or even
half of the Crusaders were killed and how many of the European rulers were impris-
oned thus; the statements are rated ‘3’.

In episode 2B, all the content has to do with the final events of the outcome of the
Battle of Heteen. The statements are stated explicitly but since the goal was excluded

from the narrative, then judging whether or not the outcome statements are related
to the original goal is impossible. The statement is rated ‘2’ or possibly ‘3.

In episode 2C the authors of the texts introduced new group of people who per-
formed an action and outcome and introduced Salah Eldean with a goal which is not

related to the historical events. Since these statements seem to be isolated from the
narrative of the Battle of Heteen, the statements in episode 2C are rated ‘O’.

Excerpt No. 3: The Ottoman conquest of the Arab world and the constitution of the

Islamic State. First conquest of Syria (Ibrahiem et al., 1985, pp. 25-
26). .

Episode 3A . o
When the Ottoman armies were unable to expand their territories to Europe,
they changed their plans of expansion to other parts of the worlq. The Arab
region was the region which attracted their attention for the following reasons:
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While the material for Episode 1C is historically related to the Episodes 1A and
1B, the material in episode 1C which is wholly outcome statements seems unrelated
to the actions of the narrative begun in the first two episodes. Omar Ibn El Khtab is
introduced as a new main character who has no motive or goal like the other main
characters in the two episodes. The first part of the sentence belongs to the final
events in the first paragraph. The second part of the same sentence appears to be an
action: “Omar Came.” It is not a precise statement of where Omar came from. Since
the statement answers two slots of questions (O and A), the statement warrants a rat-
ing of ‘O’. The last two statements seem to be the final events of the narrative which
refers to a new era in the Jews’ history: ** Jews in the Islamic era,”’ not to the same
era which the narrative begun. Moreover, the last outcome statement is referred to
the Jews satisfaction, since the original goal was excluded from the three episodes,
the reader cannot infer whether or not the outcome has met the goal. Therefore, the
statement warrants only "2’.

Excerpt No. 2 The Battle of Heteen (Ibrahiem et al., 1985, pp. 162-163).

Episode 2A

A Armat, the ruler of the El-Kark Castle broke the treaty which was held with
Salah Eldean El Ayoby.
He attacked the Muslims tribes, and
He also attacked the Muslims while they were going to Mecca for pilgrimage.
These actions led to the battle of Heteen which took place between the Mus-
lims and the crusaders. Heteen is located west of the lake of Tiberias (see map
no. 20).
Salah Eldean won the battle in 1187 and killed most of the Crusaders.
He imprisoned the ruler of ElKark, the King of Jerusalem and most of the

European rulers.
O Also, Salah Eldean killed Arnat.

o> »

o0

Episode 2B
O After the victory of Heteen, Salah Eldean captured Tiberias, and then liber-
ated Akka, Haifa, Sidon and Beirut.
O Finally, he beseiged Jerusalem until all the Crusaders in the city surrendered
and the Muslims prayed in the EIAksah Mosque.

Episode 2C

A The Jews burned part of EIAksah on the eight of Jumada Al Akhira 1389 and,

O Itis still under Jewish occupation untill now.

G Salah Eldean treated his enemies the Crusaders peacefully, while the Crusad-
ers were acting immorally in their first expedition, especially when they
entered Jerusalem. Thus, Salah Eldean wanted to give his enemy a lesson
about Islam, namely that it is the religion of peace and forgiveness.
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Excerpt 1 Discussion

In these two paragraphs there are three episodes. The first two episodes are con-
tained in the first paragraph. The third episode is contained only in the second parag-
raph. The three episodes have an ending with some intervening material but they
don’t have a beginning. The motive or the goal of the main character is excluded from
the three episodes. The three episodes don’t have one major character that performs
the major action through the episodes. .. e.g., each episode has two main characters.

In Episode 1A, the beginning of the narrative is an outcome statement which
obviously belongs to the previous excerpt. The Jews and the Romans are the two
main characters that perform the actions throughout the episode. The outcome of
the episode is identified by the action of the Roman leader, Titus. The first action was
taken by the Jews: “They made many revolutions...,” since the action statement was
not directed by a plan. Also the reader cannot infer why the Jews made many revolu-
tions...? or whether the Jews revolted three or a dozen times, nor can the reader infer
how much time was entailed in each revolution, a year, or even decades. Moreover,
this action has not been taken by the main character that identifies the consequence
in Episode (Roman), thus, the statement is rated ‘O’ Titus is introduced as the
Roman leader who does not have a motive or a goal or even a plan. His action is to
“come to Jerusalem.” Since the content of the action statement is at least plausible,
the material related to the action question can be rated no higher than ‘1’. The out-
come statements also are problematic. The importance of conquering Jerusalem is
not explained. The less sophisticated student would perhaps find the interference of
making the Jews ununited less obvious. Thus, outcome statements in Episode 1B are
rated ‘2’. They are direct but inadequate.

In Episode 1B, the authors of the texts introduced the Jews and the emperor
Hadrian as the main characters; both do not have a motive or goal or even a plan. The
first statement in the episode was the Jews’ action “Came back and become a united
group,” and “started again their revolutions until year 135.” The reader can still won-
der about where did the Jews go and how they came back and became a united group,
and how many revolutions had been made untill the year 135 since the Jews started
the first one. Again the action was not taken by the main character (Hadrian), in
which the outcome of the narrative refers to him. Therefore, the statement is rated
‘0.

The last statement in the episode contains the final historical events of the
Roman destruction of the Jews. The outcome statement indicates that many Jews
were destroyed by the emperor Hadrian but the seventh grade readers cannot infer
whether “destroying may Jews” was the goal of the Romans or part of it, nor could
they infer that this consequence satisfied the Romans’ motives or not. The material
related to the outcome question can be rated no higher than ‘2’, possibly ‘1’
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Table 3. The Results of the Text Answer Frame Slots Questions

Excerpt 1 Excerpt 2 Excerpt 3

Frame slot question EPISODE EPISODE EPISODE
A B C A B C A B
a) What was the goal? 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0

b) What was the plan for attaining the goal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 23
¢) Whataction was taken in response to the plan? 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

d) What was the outcome of the action with

respect to the goal? 2 12 2 3 23 0 0 4

mediate grade textbook “The Ancient Arabic History” by El-Bakry and El-Gahly
(1985); the second intermediate grade text “The History of the Islamic World” by
Ibrahiem, El-Bakry, EI-Gahly and Kadumy (1985), and the third intermediate grade
textbook “The History of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia” by Ibrahiem, El-Bakry, El-
Gahly and Kadumy (1985).

Results and Discussion

Excerpt No. 1:
The Jews in the Roman era (El-Bakry et al., 1985, pp. 111-12).

Episode 1A
After the Jews claimed that they had killed Jesus, peace be upon Him.
O The Christian religion spread and many Roman governors believed in the
Christian religion.
A The Jews made many revolutions against the Romans.
A Titus, the Roman leader, came to Jerusalem in the year 70.
O He conquered Jerusalem and he destroyed the Jews’ unity.

Episode 1B
A The Jews came back and became a united group.
A They started their revolutions again until the year 135 A.D.
O The emperor Hadrian devastated many of the Jews, and the rest of them
escaped to other parts of the world.

Episode 1C
O The Jews remained ununited until Omar Ibn El-Khtab came.
O He captured Jerusalem.
O The Jews lived as a united group ever since under Islamic rule.
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Table 2. Frame Map (GPAO)

GOAL (G) PLAN(P) ACTION (A) OUTCOME (0)
Description of (GPAO) Questions associated with each frame slots
(G) Goalisdesired state What is the goal?

sought by the main
(single or group) characters

(P) Planis astrategy for What was the plan?
attaining the goal;
(A) Actionisanovert What action was taken in
behavior in response response to the plan?
toaplan;and
(O) Outcome is a consquence What was (were) the outcome(s) of
of the action. the action with respect to the goal?

In order to extend the quality judgements on the material in the episodes, the
author adopted a rating scale from ‘O’ to ‘4’ where ‘O’ indicates a judgment that no
material is offered in the episode that answers a given question and ‘4’ indicates that
a question is answered directly and adequately in the episode. The general guidelines
used in applying the ratings to the.text material were as follows:

4 Clear and concise statement that responds directly and adquately to the slot ques-
tion.

3 Response to slot question is direct, but it is somewhat inadequate.

2 A sentence, clause or phrase makes a partial direct response.

1 A response seems to be implied, but is quite uncertain.

0 No statement was found within the episode that seemed to respond to the slot
questions. No way to infer a response.

In order to achieve the reliability of the necessarily subjective evaluation results,
the author’s evaluation of the selected excerpts was examined by an Arabic-speaking
assisting professor.

The results will be shown in Table 3. The author will select one of three excerpts
that receives the lowest score with regard to the question slots. This excerpt will be
taken as an example of the deficiency of quality in explaining the historical events
mentioned in it.

Materials

Eight episodes from three Saudi Arabian history textbooks used in intermediate
schools were evaluated in this study. These excerpts were taken from the first inter-
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Armbruster and Andersons’ [2, p. 187] method implied two approaches, qual-
itative and quantitative, which are shown in Table 1. The Table contains three major
questions. The first two questions indicate the quantitative judgement, i.e. the
evaluator can measure the fit between the content of the text and the goal frame
slots. So he/she can determine how much content the text contains in each slot and
whether the text contains content in all the slots or in certain slots other the rest. The
third question indicates the qualitative judgment, i.e. the evaluator can determine
the quality of explanations of historical events by applying three maxims which are:
(a) coherency; (b) unity; and (c) audience appropriateness. Each maxim associates
with a few guidelines related to the maxim, i.e. the questions follow the maxim. Judg-
ing both the quality and quantity of the explanations that are embedded in text
requires responses to each question in Table 1.

While it is sometimes possible to answer the four slot questions directly on read-
ing an episode, it is not always the case (as Armbruster and Anderson suggest) that
each of the goal frame elements is present and clearly stated in text material. There-
fore, the process, as applied in this study, attempted to answer the questions in Table 2.

Table 2 expands the explanation of the qualitative approach in Table 1 (see
questions numbers(1) and (2). The top of Table 1 represents the diagram of the goal
frame or the frame map, the frame map consists of four frames which are goal-plan-
action-outcome(s). In the left side of the table there are four questions which
associate with each frame. In the right side of the table there is the definition of each
frame slots.

Table 1. A metbod for Evaluating Historical Explanations in Textbooks

1. Read through the text, noting whether the text answers the frame slot questions: What was the goal?
What was the plan for attaining the goal? What action was taken in response to the plan? What was the
outcome of the action with respect to the goal?

2. If the content of the text fails to answer many of the questions, the evaluator may decide that the con-
tent is not a good explanation and may choose to terminate the evaluation.

3. Ifthe evaluation is to continue, assess subjectively how well the questions are answered. In making this
judgment of quality the evaluator might consider the following questions:

a. How appropriate are the responses for the target audience of this textbook? Do they presume
knowledge the readers are likely to have? Are there enough complete answers for these readers?

b. How coherent are the responses? Do the ideas flow easily and clearly from one another? Are
important connectives, especially causal and temporal relationships, explicit? Are the questions
answered in the text in order to find the answer?

c. How unified are the responses? Is the text well balanced with about the right amount of emphasis
given to the responses to the various questions? Does the text contain information that is not very
relevant to the response to any of the questions?

Note: Adapted from [2].
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intermediate schools, we have to ask the question, “To what extend do the history
text structures in Saudi intermediate schools meet the frames that accommodate the
quality of explanation of historical events i.e. Armbruster & Anderson’s frames?
Our interest in this study is to answer these questions.

We believe that applying Armbruster and Anderson’s frames in evaluating the
quality of historical explanation in Saudi intermediate textbooks will help ensure that
these textbooks will be structured so to be easily read, understood, and remembered.
We think that learning will occur without the heavy use of studying strategies. This
approach can be also useful for writing textbooks, teaching from textbooks and
learning from textbooks.!

Method of Study
Procedure

To evaluate the explanation of historical events in Saudi Arabian texts, we are
concerned to apply Armbruster and Anderson’s [2, p.187] method for evaluating the
explanation of three excerpts from Saudi Arabian textbooks, see Table 1. For the
analysis, the three excerpts selected from first and second intermediate grade
textbooks were each divided into three episodes, while the excerpt from the third
intermediate grade textbook was divided into two episodes. Thus, for each of the
eight analyses presented, an intact block of material called an episode is utilized. An
episode consists of several sentences, generally one or more complete paragraphs,
which, taken together, appear to present a narrative of a sequence of events which
has an indicated beginning and ending and generally some intervening material that
implies the passage of time. The narrative passage commonly refers to a person or
object displaying a condition at the beginning of the episode that is changed by the
end. Moreover, a person or group of persons capable of having a motive and goal,
making a plan, and performing an action that has an identifiable outcome related to
the condition is commonly recognizable as the main character of the episode.

The criteria for the selection of excerpts consisted of the following: (a) the
excerpt was written in narrative style {(8]; b) it was seif-contained, beginning and end-
ing with a heading or subheading; c) comprehension of the text was not dependent
upon graphic or pictorial information [9, p. 30}; d) the excerpt covers content mate-
rial that is important for the student to learn; e) it covers content material that the
evaluation is familiar with Armbruster and Anderson [1, p. 98].

1 The purpose of this paper is to use Armbruster and Andersons frames in evaluating the history text;
other uses of the frame, e.g. in writing texts, teaching from texts or learning from texts will be presented
in another paper (in press) under the author’s name.
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basis for comprehension, learning and remembering information in texts. Com-
prehension occurs when the reader constructs a schema that explains events in the
text. When people first begin to read, they search their memory for a scheme to
account for the information and on the basis of schema, construct a model of the
meaning of the text, which provides a framework for continuing the search through
the text. The readers gather more information from the text, they develop and refine
the model until they are able to perfect their understanding of the text [2, p.181].

As Armbruster and Anderson see it, the content of subject matter can be formu-
lated and conceptualized in structures called frames. Frames are composed of slots
or categories of content; each slot is characterized by its own type of information. In
developing these frames, Armbruster and Anderson have used the concept of story
grammar [2, pp. 182-183] (e.g. Stein and Glenn [3, pp. 53-120); Thorndyke [4); Man-
dler and Johnson [S]; Rumelhart [6]). A story grammar defines what constitutes a
well-formed or coherent narrative. While story grammars differ in detail, they all
have the same fundamental structure. Thus. story grammar provides an analogy for
defining frames for explanation in history |2].

Frame Map for History

Armbruster and Anderson formulated a basic history frame which they call the
“goal” frame. The goal frame is described and stated in Table 2. The slots of the
frame are assumed to constitute the main ideas associated with the explanation of an
historical event. The choice of psychological explanation as the basic logical form of
historical narrative is is based on a broad view of history in an attempt to understand
the human experience through psychology (the study of the motives, aims and values
of human behavior). That is, historical events are assumed to be explicable in terms
of goals of individuals or groups and of the actions taken to attain those goals [2, pp.
182-183).

The historical explanations presented in textbooks can be evaluated by measur-
ing the “fit” between the content of the text and the goal frame slots. Using this
approach, the evaluation can determine: 1) whether the text contains content for all
the slots; 2) whether it contains content that does not fill any of the slots; and 3) the
relative weighing of emphasis given to the content in the various slots[2, p. 187].

Researches indicate that students have considerable difficulty comprehending
social studies and history textbooks [1, p. 59; 2, p. 193; 7, pp. 31-35]. It is surprising
that no researcher in the Arab world has asked the questions, “What are the prob-
lems that are commonly found in informative text structure? What is the generic
structure a frame, that can accommodate the quality of explanation of many histori-
cal events? Since the present study seeks to apply Armbruster and Anderson’s
approach [2, p. 187] in different school systems, e.g. in the history textbooks in Saudi
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The Quality of Structures of Explanations in
Saudi Arabian History Textbooks
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Assist Professor, College of Education,
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Abstract. The study considered a critical problem in the history curriculum in the Saudi Arabian middle
or intermediate schools, i.e. the school serving students in grades seven to nine.

The problem of comprehension posed by the structure of text offers an important perspective for
judging the quality of a textbook. Four aspects of text structures were used to evaluate Saudi Arabian
textbooks. The results of the evaluation revealed that texts do not provide adequate historical explanation
according to the goal-plan-action outcome frame suggested by Armbruster and Anderson on 1984. Sug-
gestions about some ways in whcih text explanations might be improved were offered.

Why many students are not proficient in learning from content area textbooks is a
question that has challenged many theorists and researchers over the past few years
in the United States. Armbruster and Anderson began to suspect that textbooks
themselves might be contributing to comprehension and learning problems (1, p.1].
This difficulty prompted them to begin an investigation of text in an effort to identify
the aspects of text that seemed to impede learning.

Armbruster and Anderson have proposed four types of text structures which
can define the quality of the explanations of historical events in textbooks [2, pp.183-
184]. These qualities can be used as analytical tools for identifying the characteristics
of text that can cause comprehension and learning difficulties and for determining
how these difficulties might be avoided.

Cognitive Theory Applied to Text Reading

Armbruster and Anderson suggested that when the congnitive theory is applied
to text reading, one concern of the inquiry is the quality of the information in the text
as seen in terms suggested by the notion of the schema. According to the schema
theory, a reader’s schema (organized knowledge of the world) provides much of the

15
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of the cumulative need for the promotion of the physical and psychological condi-
tions of living. It also comprises a basic concern to be truthful to Allah and dedicated
to His pleasure in all walks of life.

The import of all this is that preparing the Muslim individual to be a real believer
in Allah and a genuine follower of His Prophet, does not contradict requiring him to
master the physical or human sciences in which he is specialized, or to be equipped
with the various techniques indispensable to someone who is steeped in the modern
art of living [16]. In fact his “Islamic education” which is “ideal-oriented” require him
all the more to do that and ensures success here, because the ideal which guides his
activity does not only cause him to be active and adventurous but also original and
insightful in his suggestions. Thus the person who is a product of an “Islamic educa-
tion” of this sort can do the work of a pioneer who helps with providing geographical
knowledge of an undiscovered area by putting up signposts. Only when he does that
will he be regarded as one who is able to “extend the frontier of knowledge.”

Summary

In this paper some views and thoughts about the nature of “Islamic education”
were discussed. It was stressed that “Islamic education” should not be considered
merely as “the teaching of religious sciences™ or “the history of Islamic education,”
but as a special type of general modern education which is oriented to Islamic ideals
and at the same time comprises the necessary components of scientific knowledge
needed for solving material problems and improving physical conditions of living. As
such it was appreciated as a type of education which is composed of two parts which
are really fully integrated: the one part is metaphysical, relating to the metaphysical
ideology of Islam itself which is fundamentally a belief in the unseen; and the other
part purely scientific, relating to the physical environment in which the Muslim lives.

Some definitions of “Islamic education” suggested by current Muslim uniters
were analysed and discussed. In an effort to determine the concept of “Islamic educa-
tion” and to clarify it further, some criteria for it were suggested by the writer,

The most important of these was derived from the appreciation of “Islamic edu-
cation” as basically an instrument for the application of “Islamic faith” to the Muslim
individual and society, bringing them to a closer state of proper worship of Allah
which is the end of life in Islam. In the light of these criteria the impact of Islamic edu-
cation on the individual and society and its overall aim were discussed.
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The Impact of Islamic Education

The impact of Islamic education on the individual and society is far reaching. In
Islam the individual who received a solid Islamic education, is a person whose
character and frame of mind was moulded and set in a form harmonious with the gen-
eral direction of the Islamic envisagement as regards the nature and direction of life.
He is alert to another configuration of reality beyond the physcial one, and his life is
balanced between his physical necessities and spiritual needs. He is helped to
develop his soul through a medium of Islamic education which exposes him to the
light of Allah. As a result the whole of his life is transformed. Seriousness, responsi-
bility ahd accountability shall be only obvious external traits among the varied attri-
butes of such a remarkable person. The depth of his character shall hold indimimsh-
able treasures of rare personal qualities. Sympathy, empathy, self-denial, uncondi-
tional giving, patience, activity, determination and inflexible will, shall be but a few
of what he is capable of.

As to the impact of Islamic education on society, it shall help to realize such
social values as justice, equality, social peace and freedom for the various groups
within the broad framework of Islam. Thus the individual in Islam is taught to be just
in his relation with all people and even with animals and things.® Definite legal and
economic institutions are set up to secure the actual carrying out of the ideals of
equality and social justice. Not only is the individual formally taught these values, but
the Islamic culture in which he is steeped does in fact stress them.

Overall Aim

The overall aim of “Islamic education” is the gradual formation of the true Mus-
lim individual and genuine “Muslim society” who worship Allah all the time, fear
Him and abide by His rules.” This follows from recognizing the Qur’an as the main
source of Islamic education and appreciating it (Islamic education) as relevant to
both the spiritual and temporal life of the Muslim and responsive to both his matenal
and immaterial needs. The overall aim of Islamic education is thus linked to an
appreciation of a whole list of concerns and all types of problems which might con-
front the Muslim as a member of the human family. It comprises a necessary prepa-
ration of the Muslim individual and society to find answers to material and immate-
rial problems as well as preparing them to respond in a positive way to the challenge

6. In a tradition of the Prophet of Islam related on the authority of Muslim the Messenger of Allah is
reported to have said, “Allah has ordered perfection or improvement of performance upon anything,
so if one of you slaughtered an animal, he should do that in the best way possible.”

7. Thisis in line with the first recommendation of the First World Conference on Muslim education, held
at King Abdul Aziz University, 12-20 Rabi‘ al-Thani A.H. 1397, which was as follows: “The altimate
aim of Muslim education is the realization of complete submission to Allah on the level of the indi-
vidual, the community and humanity at large” [7, p. 16].
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earlier, as a type of education which is composed of two parts: the one part metaphys-
ical, relating to the immaterial nature of the ideology of Islam itself, which is funda-
mentally a belief in the unseen, and the other part purely scientific, relating to the
physical environment in which the Muslim lives.

Sources of Islamic Education

The sources of Islamic education when it is ideologically bound by Islam are
indicated by the distinct parts from which it is composed. The source for the
metaphysical part is the Holy Qur’an and the authenticated Traditions of the Prophet
Muhammad [13, p. 7]). Thus values in Islamic education are absolute. They are
derived from the “general Islamic values” which are found in the Qur’an and illus-
trated by the virtuous sayings and deeds of the Prophet Muhammad. As such they are
considered as final and unchangeable. Though the Qur'an contains some scientific
references, its content is fundamentally moral and has a practical ethical value. The
Prophet stressed that he was sent “to complete and consolidate the good and the vir-
tuous” [14, p. 43] and to relieve the human moral conscience. Since the end of life in
Islam is the worship of Allah [12, 51:56] which consists mainly in abiding by His abso-
lute moral rules, active moral knowledge in Islam is above intellectual and purely sci-
entific knowledge, though the latter is considered as important and encouraged.
Actually the material knowledge gained through the application of a rational sensual
approach to experience is imperfect, liable to be wrong and open to change. As such
it is not perfect or final.

As Ornstein put it: it is incomplete to argue that all knowledge is exclusively
rational or sensual [15, -. 6]. The fragmentation and imperfection of material knowl-
edge by necessity place it within the sphere of the universality of spiritual knowledge
and make it subservient to it. Thus the principles of revealed spiritual knowledge
found in the Qur’an or “general philosophic principles,” which outline a general
envisagement of life in Islam, do in fact, circumscribe material knowledge and deter-
mine whether it shall be selected for or omitted from programmes of public instruc-
tion.

Given this, it can then be said that a primary source of “Islamic education™
which is fundamentally moral in character, is the inspired moral knowledge found in
the Qur’an and the authenticated Traditions of the Prophet Muhammad.

Another source of Islamic education is the ever-increasing accumulation of pure
scientific knowledge gained through the application of the human mind and sensual
powers on the material environment surrounding man. In Islam rational-sensual
experience is welcomed as a compliment to the fundamental spiritual experience pre-
cipitated by the action of faith.
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be studied. So far the dependence in this field was on religious experience which is
not accessible to all because it by-passes the physical senses.

The third criterion of Islamic education is that as far as its content relates to the
world of matter surrounding the Muslim individual, it is scientifically based. As such
it is open-ended. Whatever is proven by the scientific method is accepted here, but
that which is not proven will be rejected. In this case it will not be enough to say that
the motive of the educator is an Islamic one or that he aims to advance the cause of
Islam if he did not follow the correct scientific procedure when studying a physical
phenomenon. The way by which he arrives at a conclusion in such a study must first
satisfy the requirements of scientific experimentation, otherwise his conclusions will
be faulty. In this way the results of scientific investigations in the fields of the sciences
bordering on education such as psychology and sociology will be independent of the
Islamic ideal underlying Islamic education in so far as the phenomenon studied is a
material one and the method of investigation is scientific.

Science in Islamic education will not necessarily be bound by the philosophic
ideal of Islam, but will be independent of it in so far as it (science) relates to the study
of material phenomena.

Thus the decision how to build an Islamic school at the lowest cost possible will
not be a philosophic or an “Islamic” one, but “how to locate it” may not envolve
purely rationally-determined critena.

Modern Education and Islamic Culture

In the criteria discussed above the stress is laid on the “ philosophic aspect™ of
Islamic education. Here attention is called to its function as a “means” to bring about
and realize the “end of life” in a Muslim society. Thus the Muslim, in a Muslim soci-
ety, is or “should be” introduced to the quality of “Islamic life” through a process of
Islamic education. If this and that is done - if education is governed by the criteria
mentioned and if the Muslim individual is allowed to be steeped in it, then “Islamic
education” will be something else other than the current partial training restricted to
religious institutions. It will be no less than the whole modern education, formal and
informal, theoretical and practical, spiritual and material. Indeed, on the basis of
these criteria, Islamic education will be characterized as the type of education which
is directly based on the ideology of Islam and will comprise the sum total of the edu-
cational and guidance policies directed to the ideal of Islamizing the society and mod-
ernizing it.

Thus it shall not be merely “the teaching of the Qur’an” or just “the history™ of
Muslim education in the Middle Ages.” Rather it will be appreciated, as referred to
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But still the position is not very simple because part of what goes for “Islamic
education” must fulfill the requirements of reason and rigorous scientific scrutiny.

Obviously the first criterion which “Islamic education™ must satisfy is that it
should be “Islamic.” This criterion is not as loose as Peter’s first criterion which he
assigns to education in the West [11, p. 9]. It is “tight” because the necessity for con-
gruence between the body of “Islamic education” and its “Islamic springs” is
required by divine criteria and made obligatory on the organizer. Only the Qur’an,
in this regard, determines what is “Islamic” and not the impressions of the people.
People may disagree about what is “worthwhile,” but Allah tells them and
categorises finally for them “what is Islamic™ and “what is not Islamic.” Thus in Surat
Al-Anaam Allah Almighty says:

“Say: 'l do not follow your caprices, or else I had gone astray, and would not be of
the right-guided”.

“Say: I stand upon a clear sign from my Lord and you have cried lies to it. Not with
me is that you scek to hasten; the judgement is God's alone. He relates the truth, and
He is the best of deciders™ [12, 6:57).

This first criterion of Islamic education is indeed “vital,” because it alone sepa-
rates “Islamic Education” from any other type of education and ties it up closely with
the philosophic ideal and the Islamic ideology which the Muslims cling to and hold
up dearly. This means that it represents the philosophic component which any educa-
tion must have and which must actually be the nucleus round which auxiliary compo-
nents such as scientific contents and methods are set to revolve [4.p. 86].

In every sense this first criterion of “Islamic education” is “worthwhile” since
Islam is considered by Muslims as far more than that. But any analogy with Peter’s
analysis [11, p. 9] shows that the first two criteria, which correspond to one another
here and there, do in fact in both cases set aside a “distinct” field of education and
mark it as value-loaded.

The second criterion of Islamic education follows from the first one. Since
Islamic education is “Islamic” and centers round the philosophicideal of Islam, it fol-
lows that it relates, at least in a major part, to the immaterial aspect of life. It there-
fore addresses itself in part to the appreciation of immaterial phenomena and
attempts through religious experience to incorporate them into a more complete
understanding of life. This criterion of Islamic education extends its scope to cover
the whole preparation of the Muslim individual for an immortal life as well as cater-
ing for his spiritual needs in this life. The challenge here is the need for the develop-
ment of a distinct type of a method of research by which immaterial phenomena can
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(2) That it is an active interaction between two parties (teacher and learner),
the former influencing and guiding the latter.

(3) That it isin most cases a goal-oriented activity, though it can sometimes take
place without a full intention.

(4) That it is comprehensive ~ covering the individual’s growth in the various
sides: spiritual, biological, tutellectual, psychological and social.

(5) That it is continuous or life-long, covering the individual’s life-span from
birth to death.

(6) That it is directed to the aim of enabling the individual to carry on the vari-
ous activities which are conducive to the building of the Islamic society and Islamic
civilization.

Al-Nahlawi’s deductions cited above are in fact commonplace. They are more
or less characteristics or “features” of Islamic education which are enumerated by
many workers in the field [8, p. 35]. The problem with “his” features of Islamic edu-
cation 1s that they are not really “Islamic” except the first one — that is they can apply
to any other education. One would have expected from a discussion made by way of
enlarging on a definition of Islamic education to get what can be referred to as really
distinguishing features ~ that is separating Isiamic education and clarifying it.

The definition offered by Dr. Mugdad Yalgin is not really quite different from
Al Nahalwi’s. It stresses the fact that “Islamic education” is independent in its
philosophic underprinning ~ that means it does not originate from a human envisage-
ment of what man is up to. But while this is true, it is not quite clear why the organizer
of Islamic education should not be inspired by the achievement of others in the field
of making use of purely rationally determined techniques and methods of education
in another culture if they are neutral to moral Islamic ends.

The truth of the matter is that it may not be easy to “coin” a definition which
covers the various aspects of the notion of “Islamic education.” A strategy somewhat
like that which has been employed by R.S. Peters in his discussion of the concept of
(Western) education may be useful [9, p. 1].

To use Ryle’s phrase, the logical geography of the concept of “Islamic educa-
tion” may not have been mapped yet,[10, p. 9] in which case a definition would not
be possible. Something like a “criterion” or criteria may be more helpful since it can
at least tell us what “Islamic education” is and is not. This job may be easier than what
it looks at first sight since the very definiteness of the ideology of Islam on which
Islamic education bears helps in that regard.
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to do with faith.”[5, p. 7]. Dr. Al-Nahlawi further defines “Islamic education” as the
willful verbal and practical actions directed by a human being upon another with the
intention of helping him to mature in his different sides and to direct and systematize
his various powers so that he can participate in the activities directed to the realiza-
tion of the ideals of Islam™[5, p. 8]. A further definition supported by Dr. Mugdad
Yalgin is to this effect: “Islamic education is an independent educational system
which has its distinct basic aspects, objectives and methods, all inspired by the funda-
mental philosophic principles of Islam” [6, p. 24]5.

Criticism

The definitions of Islamic education cited above may have been coined by their
authors very early, for the concept of “Islamic education” is not yet very clear.
Indeed, as referred to earlier, it is largely misconceived by several “educated” Mus-
lims who are culturally alienated from the values of Islam (1, p. 25]. Abu Salih might
have had that in mind when he “insisted” that the content and methods of “Islamic
education” must be closely bound by the “ideal of Islam.” But in so doing he over-
looked the scientific aspect of such methods and content which may be neutral. The
same mistake is repeated by Saied Ismaeil when he appreciates it as “an intellectual
and moral state ideologically-bound and arrived at through strategies and methods
of instruction which prepare the learner in the end to behave in an Islamic way”’[$,
p- 6]. Though the element of religion-bound morality is very important in “Islamic
education,” it is not the only “one element” and part of Islamic education, namely
the scientific part, may be value-free.

Al-Nahlawi’s definition is more complicated. It sets out very clearly the ideal of
Islamizing the society as the ultimate aim of Islamic education. The various strategies
used are directed to the ideal of helping the Muslim learner “to systematize his vari-
ous powers so that he can participate in the activities directed to the realization of the
“ideals of Islam™[5, p. 7]. The ideals of Islam™ of course do not relate only to Muslim
society but have “special” particular application in a society of Muslims. The latter
are not referred to explicity by Al-Nahlawi in his definition.

Al-Nahlawi further derives six corollaries from his definition [S.p. 7]. Thus he
deduces that Islamic education is:

(1) Closely related to the content of the texts of the Holy Qur’an and the Trad-
itions of the Prophet Muhammad and the intellectual research based on them.

5. From the First World Conference on Muslim Education held at King Abdul Aziz University, 12-20
Rabi* al-Thani A H. 1397: “The ultimate aim of Muslim cducation is the realization of complete sub-
mission to Allah on the level of the individual, the community and humanity at large™ [7, p. 16].
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tures, the individuals in Muslim societies should have been introduced to the quality
of Islamic life through a process of an education which reflects and is responsive to
their ideals. such an educationa will be Islamic even if it is not so explicitly described
and even if it addressed itself mainly to solving material problems and concentrated
at times on mundane affairs. In this case “Islamic education” or “the modern type of
education offered to Muslims” may be characterized as the type of education which
is based on the ideology of Islam and is the sum tota! of the educational and guidance
policies, formal and informal, that are directly related to the ideal of Islamizing soci-
ety and training the individuals and groups in the right fields with a view to facilitating
development both material and immaterial [3, p. 22]. In other words “Islamic educa-
tion” will not be only the teaching of the Koran and related religious sciences. Nor
will it be just “the history of Muslim education” or “the history of Muslim educational
thought.” Rather it may be appreciated as a type of education which is composed of
two parts: the one metaphysical, relating to the immaterial nature of the ideology of
Islam itself which is fundamentally a belief in the unseen; and other part purely scien-
tific, relating to the physical environment in which the muslim lives.

Definition or Criteria for “Islamic Education”

As a result of Western cultural influences which affected the Muslim countries,
the concept of “Islamic education” is not very clearly demarcated in the minds of
many educated Muslims. These are “educated” by Western standards but they are
not steeped in Islamic culture. They do not effectively uphold the ideals of Islam and
do not live practically up to them. While the scientific aspect of education is stressed
by them, its philosophic side is played down?. Hence the need to arrive —if possible
— at a precise definition of “Islamic education.”

It may not be easy to define “Islamic education.” However, several workers in
the field have attempted to do just that thing. For instance, Muhib Aldin Abu Salih
has defined Islamic education as “the rearing and formation of an ideal. Muslim indi-
vidual whose life is brought to bear on the Islamic ideal in his different bodily, intel-
lectua! and moral sides; the content and methods of his education being closely
bound by the ideology of Islam.”[S, p. 5]. More shortly Abu Salih defines Islamic
education as “the rearing and preparation of the Muslim for his earthly and immortal
life”(5, p. 6]. Dr. Saied Ismaiel defines it as “those interrelated ideas and concepts
which are systematized in one intellectual scheme itself based on an Islamic ideolog-
ical and moral framework. Such ideas, intellectual and moral, are ideologically
bound and are passed to the Muslim learner through strategies and methods of
instruction which cause him in the end to behave in an Islamic way.”[5, p. 6]. Abd al
Rahman Al-Nahlawi defines “Islamic education” as a group of practical and verbal
actions inspired by knowledge of the Qur’an and Sunna and based on them in matters

4. For a discussion of the philosophic side and ethical basis at education see [4].
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This state of affairs highlights the importance of arriving at a clearer understand-
ing of the nature and function of modern education in Muslim countries — especially
with regard to its orientation or disorientation from Islam as an ideology and a
philosophy of life. The question is: can modern education in Muslim countries be
offered without an ideological frame? Can the empbhasis be laid only on its scientific
“component” which is allegedly value-free and as such can be imported freely?
Could a transplant of the whole Western educational experiment be made without
due rgard to the risk of it not taking up root?

What is “Islamic Education”? Why is it understood as different from “modern
education” in Muslim countries? Why is the insistence to stress the fact that it is “Is-
lamic” when that is a foregone conclusion — and why should it be offered in separate
traditional institutes and be composed only of theoretical religious sciences? Why
does the reference to it always carry with it an exclusively religious character, and a
connotation of the past, as though it has no continuing value and no function with
regard to current issues and mundane affairs? These and other questions bother
those who are concerned with the future of formal education in Muslim countries.
While current state policies in these countries have tried to link up education with
development and modernization, its indigenous core as an indispensable “civiliza-
tional determinant™ was relatively neglected — a thing which reduced its effect as a
tool for stability and medium for change. The ends and the broad aims which the
statesmen talked about were not achieved because education had seniously to be
used first as an element conductive to cultural cohesion and a means to national
determination. That was not achieved.

The truth of the matter is that there are in fact two types of education which are
offered simultaneously in Muslim countries — the one secular, recent and modern,
founded originally in most cases by Western colonizers, and as such not really bound
by the ideology of Islam!, though comprising appendixed religious sciences, and the
other religious in so far as it is comprised mainly of information about the religion of
Islam. The first type forms the main stream of the educational system in any one
Muslim country and is conspicuously encouraged since more public expenditure is
spent on it. The other type forms a minor stream and though of late it received mcre
attention in some Muslim countries?, it is still not as dominant and quality-wise not
as good as the first type. Also it is limited in scope since it is comprised only of
theoretical studies and does not cover the exact sciences?.

Without going into the historical reasons which precipitated such an odd situa-
tion, it will be only fair and logical to say the following: like the situation in other cul-

1. The reference here is to the modern schools, founded originally by colonialist European powers who
multiplied them until their total number became greater than the number of the traditional ones.

2. Such a: Saudi Arabia, Qatar and other Arab Gulf States.

3. Anotable exception here is the University of Al-Jami Al-Azhar in Egypt.
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Abstract. The writer has attempted in this paper to go beyond the present state of cultural disorientation
and overemphasis of the importance of the scientific elements in the modern education of the Muslim
people to a more balanced appreciation of “Islamic education” as a stabilizing integrating cultural deter-
minant and a useful tool for change and development. In order to achieve this, the concept of “Islamic
education” was discussed, and to clarify it further, some criteria for it were suggested by the writer.

Introduction

It would seem odd a non-Muslim who reads about the “education of the Muslim
people” to find the word “Islamic” pre-affixed to the term referring to the content of
its traditional part, as though it is offered, outside “the world of Islam”, to learners
whose indigenous culture is not “Islamic”. He would be even more surprised not to
read the word “liberal” or “western” preceding the usage of the same term “educa-
tion,” when he finds it used to refer to a modern part of it which he considers more
or less identical with that of “liberal” or “western” education — with the difference
being only in degree and not in kind. His surprise would be complete when he finally
knows that the content of “modern” Muslim education, especially that part of it
related to the study of the “Humanities” is just a repetition of Western education [1,
p.4] and that it is not studied for comparative reasons, but for its intrinsic value and
as an end in itself.

While this position, may be “stunning” to an “outsider,” it is hardly appreciated
by many educated Muslims to whom the “ideal of Islamic life” might not mean much.

The problem, as Mar’i (1982) put it, is that “theones, models, research findings
and techniques of application — especially those related to the field of education are
not automaticaily transferable from a modern (Western) to traditional (Islamic) cul-
tures.” [2, p. 247].






EDITORIAL

Soon after the inauguration of King Saud University, the first modern Uni-
versity in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in A.H. 1377 (1957), the first University
periodical, The Journal of King Saud University was also published. It was an
annual publication, consisting of the research work of academic members of
the University and the teaching assistants plus some of their public iectures
delivered on various cultural occasions. It was a modest publication commen-
surate with a newly established institution.

The second phase in the evolution of the Journal started in A.-H. 1390
(1970) when the first separate journal, The Bulletin of the College of Arts, was
issued and followed by the Journals of the Colleges of Science, Administrative
Sciences (formerly Commerce), Agriculture, Engineering, and Education. This
phase coincided with the establisment of almost all the Colleges of the Univer-
sity. These separate periodicals continued to be issued by their respective col-
leges until A.H. 1408 (1988).

This issue introduces the third phase, where the separate periodicals are
combined in the publication bearing once again the name: The Journal of King
Saud University, with one Editorial Board and one policy. The volume of the
research work and the variety of the specialities made it necessary that they be
accommodated in specialized divisions of the Journal rather than reflected in
the nomenclatures of the Colleges.

Needless to say that the new Journal will continue to follow the long estab-
lished policy of publishing only high quality original research contributions
after they have been referred outside the editorial and Division Editorial
Boards.

We are hopeful that this new phase in the evolution of our Journal willbe a
genuine contribution to knowledge and that the Journal will give an indication
of the true state of scholarship and research in Saudi Arabia, guided by the sin-
cere effort of its leadership.

We should not forget to express our gratitude to all members of the previ-
ous Editorial Boards for their unfailing efforts and perseverance.

. . A Shobact
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