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Further Correspondence Respecting the Affairs of Egypt and

the Soudan

Part Date

LX1v - Jan.-March, 1906
LXv ‘ April-June, 1906.
LXVI July-Sept. 1906
LXvVIT Jan-June, 1907
LXX , 1908,

Public Record Office (London)
Foreign Office 407 / t74 . 1909

Parliamentary Debates — House of Commons — Fourth Seriex
1906 Vals 153-157.

Reprot by his Agent and Consul General on the Finances, ‘
Administration and Condition of Egypt and the Soudan, 1906

A




c.?l 48
Cromer, The Earl of :
Modern Egypt (2 Vols) London 1906
Blunt, Wilfrid Scawen !
My Diaries
Being A Personal Narrative of Events 1888-1914
Part two (1900 - 1914) London

Grey of Falladon :

Twenty Five Years 1892-1916
Volume 1 London, 1925
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THIS is the AGREFMENT signed and sxchansed at RAPAH
on (13 Shaban 13724, 18th Ailul 1322,) Ist Octobar, 1906,

hetwsen the Commissioners of the TURKISH SULTAWATE and the
Comaissioners of the EGYPIIAN XHEDIVIATR, concerning the
Tix.ny of a SFPARATING ADMINISTRATIVE LIJF betwesn the
Villayet of HEJAZ and Gouvernorate of JERUSALEM - and the
SINAT 2RWITSULA,

e e 0 e T i e A e o v

! Bl Miralai Staff Officer Ahmed Muzaffer Bey and X1

Birbashi Staff Officar lMohapmned Fahmi Bay as Commissionara
of the TURKIHH SU:’.TA.I&ATE, and Emir El Lewa Ibrahim Fathi
Pasha and Tl Miralai R.C.R. Owen Bey as Commissioners of
the EGYPTIAN KHEDIVIATRE, having beon entrustad with the
delimitation of the ADUIWISTRATIVE SEPARATING LINE betwean
the Villayet of HRJAZ and Gouvernorats of JERUSALEM - and
the BINAT PEWINSULA, have, in the name of the TURKISH
SULTAVATE and the EGYPTIAN KHEDIVIATE, agreod as follows :

Article 1. Tha ADMINISTRATIVE SKPARATING LINE, as shewn on

ot gt 0 e

mep attached to this AGREEMENT, begins at the point of RAS
' TABA on the Western Sanore of the GULF of AKABA and follows
‘ along the Fastern ridge overlooking WAD] TABA to the top

. of JRBEL FORT, lfrom thence the SEPARATING LINE extends by

straisht lines as follows =

from JEBEL FORT to a i:oint not sxomeding twoe hundred

metrss to the Bast of the top, of JEEEL FATHI PASHA, thence
to that point which 18 formed by the interssction of a
proloagation of this line with a perpendicular line drawn
frau a polnt two hundred metres measured from the top of

I ‘ JEERL FATH] PASHA along the line drawn from the centre of
; the top of that Hill to MOFRAK POINT (the MOFRAK is the

< ) Junction of tha. GAZA - AKABA and NEKHI, - AXABA Roads),

5 From thia point of intersection to the Hill East of and
OVB'Y‘J.ODKil‘lé{ THANI BT "L RADAD] - place where thore is

A

H
} water - 8o that the THAMILA (or water) remains West of the -
! .
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2

LI¥RE, thence to 0F a7 *EA3 RADADI marked on the above’
mentioned lfap as A, 3., thnence ts top of JEBEL SAFRA marked
as A, 4., thence to t9p of Fastern Peak of UM GUF marked
as A B, thenc; to that point marked as A, 7. Yorth of
TEAVIZRET SUEIZMA, thence to tnat point marked as A. 8, on
mest tortih vest of JTRRL SEiAUT, thenoce to top of Hill
~agt Yorth West of BIR AJHARA (which is the Wwell in the
Nortnern branch of tna WAD] YA YRIN, l=aving that Vell
TEast of the SRAPARATING 1.]¥E), from thence to A. 9., from
thenca to A, 9. uis Test of JEBEL EGRAH, froa.thonce to
RAS TL AlN merked as A, 10 bis, from thence t_o a point on

JESRL U7 HAUAT]

o marked as A, 11., froa tnence to half
distanca vetwesn W0 Pillars {(witich Pillars are marked as
" A, 13.) undar a Tree three nundr=d and ninaty matres South

west ot IR JitFeH, it iien rurs ir. a straizht line at e

.etic ¥orth (vig: 80° to ihe

Yearin,; of 2300 ur le Hegr
wact) to & poirt on a sand Hill measured four hundrec and
trenty walrss In e straisnt Line frow the above -men.tiuned
Pillars, thenc: in a straight Linz a%t a hearing of 334° of
ihe ?'agnetic Tortn {viz: 26° to the {'ast) 10 1he MEDITHE~
FAUFAL SEé passirg over Rill of Fuineg on the SEA SHOHE.
Article R. The ‘SEPARATING LINE mentionsd in Articls J. hau
————— ';;;-1- indicateé 1¥ a black broxen Line on duplicate meps
(snnexed 1o ihis AGRITLTHY) ) .which shell e signed and

axcianged sisulisneously vwith the ACPIFIDYET,

Erticla B. Foundary Pillers will te erscted, In lhe

”—“;‘;;;c—mce of tie Joint Comaission, at intervisible points
pleng the SEPARATIMG LITE, frouw the point on ihe MED]ITER-
RATZAY SHORR to thie point on +he SHORE of the GULEF of
AARA

tridcle 4. Thesa Bourdary Plllars will be under the



&)

Article 5, Should {t te necesnary In Iutire to  renew thess

Pillars, or to incriase Uiy enuit narty shwll send &

Ranrssontative for this pursnosa, The rositions of hesa

rev Pillars shall ve det+ruined by tha course of the

SEPARATING TINE as laid down iIn the ™ap,

Article 6, All Tridbes living on hota sides shall have the

right of benefiting by the-watsr as harutafcra, viz: taey

shall retaln their Ancient and Forasr rights in thie resjaect,

¥ecessayy cuarantsoes will be ziven to Arab Trives
respacting abova,

Also TURKIS3H Soldiers, NATIVE Individuals and

GREDARTRS shall bonelfit br the watzr which remained Tost

of the SFPARATIIG I)NR,

Article 7, Armed TUHIIZE

not he

Soldiers and arasd GENDARMES will
Paruwltted to cross to the West of the SEPARATING LINE,

Article 8, Natives and.Alahs of both sides shall continua to

retain the eame Established and Ancient righis.of oavnershin

of Waters, Fialds and Lands on both sides as foraerly,

Conmmissionars of the

Commissionara of the
Turxish Sultanate,

Fgyptian Khediviate,
(8d) Ifiralail Staff Officor

(sd) Eair Lewa Itred:im Fath:i,
Huzelfar,

(8d) BirlLnshi Stafy Officer Fakui, (8d) I"iralnd R.C.F, Owenu.
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MAP orF THE SINATI PENINSULA

to illustrate the Turco-Egyptian frontier dispute.
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"The grovnds for abstention from vopressive mensuces are, in my opinion, different
from any of thes In the Arst plaee, I think fhe present. Government in Teypl
onght to be, and is, quite_strong enotigh to stand on its own wierits, and to negleet
the rvings of the jan.Islunie press. A the second plaee, ns a strong advocate of
the general principle (bt the press should be free, T think that any Government is
infeinging that prineiple it it legins to pick and choose bebween {hose newspipers of
which it approves and those of which it disapproves, Undor stem of government
such as that which exists in Egypt, and which is necessavily more or hureancentic,
it is most desirable that the press should be free. This freedom, in respeot to the
whole Buropean press—the writing iu which appears to me to huve gred ly improved,
not merely in tone, bt also in ability, during the Inst few years—and to considerable
section of the vernuenlur press, is, I consider, an almost wnmixed benefit to the
country, T should be sorry to hnve cven the appesrance of threatening it. 1 amof
upinion, therefore, that the Pan-Islamic press sheuld e left aloae, tor tho presont at
a1l events, aud thot relianee shonld be placed on time, and on the trne facts of the
case Deinee known, tn eonvinee the Buyptian public of the folly of those who preach
Pan-lelamism.  The efforts of any trae reformer in this country should hein the
divection of creating a fusion, rather than a sepuvation, of Eurnpean und nutbive
Erypiime interests, b may add that the attempt to sepurate them has, at all events,
hatd one goud elleet, aned that is, to convinee the numerons nationalitios of Buvropesans
residing i Lgypt that they lave acommon interest in opposing the Pan-Ishuonie
propaganda.

Whilst holling this opinivn at present. hewever, Eam not prepured lo sy thab if,
in conseyuence of tho misrcprusuu(ut,mns. of the Lan-Tslamie press, any seetion of the
publie passed From words to deeds, nad puldie tranguitlity hecre seriously menaeed,
it would not be the duty of the Covernment to brush aside these objeetions, wird to
resort to measures of repression, 1 tenst that the oeension will ot oeeur,

I should ndd that, however strongly the conduet of those edueafed or semi-
oducated men who, by their writings, hive oxcited Moslom opinion be condemned, 1
do not eonsider that this condemuation ean, with any degree of justiee, e extended to
those who were their dupes. On the eontrary, T think what no impavtisl person can
fail tn recognize that the Aoslews of Beypt have recently heen placed in a position
of much diffienlty. Their religious sympathios drew them in one direction,  Their
material intevests drow {hem in another nnd absolutely opposite direction, Apark
from the fact that the forer is, for n while at all evonts, probably the move powerfal
of these two sentiments, it 1a to be observed thab it can Bu no matter for sweprise that
4 great muny of the leust cduented classes Tniled Lo recagnize Lo wholly contradictory
noture of the two aspirations,  Many wishod the Sullan to tricmph, beeause ho wos o
Moslem, nnd nb the same time fniled to realize that sucln trinmph would have
sounded the death-knoll of Buyptian reform, and would have connoted a voturn to
the abuses of the pust, [t is the extrome ineonsisteney of the Oviental mind which
renders Eustern affaivs so diffieult of comprelmsion, and, % shonld add, so inferesting
to Buropeans,

Townver, this may be, the eonclusion {o by dewn from recont events i
abundantly clear, A permanent inereaso will Tinve (o {ake plaeo i the munbers of
the British zarrison, The expenditure, over anl alove that which would bo fnetered
in the United Kingdom, will be paid by the Hgyptinn Treasury. Tt s wanifostly jus
that it should net fall on the British taxpuyers. The extrn expenditwee is to ho
regretted, as there nra many other directions in which more money might with
advantage be spent in Bygypt.  But Lhis is o vory minor considerntion in cmnpurion
With the absolute pecessity for talking steps fo establish confidenee in e mituls of
the public that vrder and franquillity ean ensily be muintained.
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progress has leeu negloeted, more cspecially in the matter of edueation ; but here also
the fuets speak Tor themselves, and they are g0 strong as (o be incapable of distortion
by nisrepresentation, however gross. The attempt to create a National party by
denmunding an extension of parlinmentary institutions has been made, but has met with
no hearty vesponse.  The time has not vet arrived when an iden so eminently exotie
can {nhe firny oot amongst the Egyptians, Moreover, although they may be unwilling
tu express thieir opinions openly, the wlhole of the thinking and futelligent portion of
tise yative populution are fully aware that, under existing institutions, full opportunity
i given [or an expression of ‘heir opinions, and that any radienl change of system
would e premature, it not absolutely dangerous.  In default of these ordinary, and
relutively unolijectionable, methors of attack, the Egyptian opposition is almost necos-
sarily obliged to vesort tu the use of an instrument which, more eapecially in depling
with o Moslem population, most of whom are in a very backward state of educstion, i
certainly more eileetive than any other—thay appeal to religious fanaticism.
In this despateh, most of which, T may observe, has been drafted by Mr. Findlay,
of whose assistunee during the receut erisis 1 eannot speak too highly, incidentak
allusion Las been made to the writings of the Pan-Islamic press. I am aware that
even tne most violent of these newspapers ocensionally make vse of a few conventiona}
phirases exhorting Mostems to remnin calm; but half-hearted advieo of this sort,
which is merely given for the sake of appearances, does not expluin away the faet
that the general tendency of the writing, whieh lias for some long time past appeared
ir. these papers, has been of a naturo to inflame Moslem sentiment against Christians
and Luropeans.  Further, there can be no doubt that this writing has not been
discouraged, even if it has not been actually encouraged, by many persons accupying
very high positions both inside and outside Lgypt. That these utterances have
produced a certain amount of effect, more especially on the more iguorant classes in
the large towus, cannol be donbted,
Iiuny will ask why should not these nowspapers be suppressed, more especially
as the existing law, although it has for a'long time been allowed to remain in
abeyanee, furnishes the Governwent with complete powers to suppress them ? If I
alluda (o this subjeet, it is mainly berause the view generally taken ns regards the
liberty of thae press in Egypt by these most Jnterested—nnmely, the Egyptians.
themselves—is 5o wholly difierent from that which most Europeans, and notably most
of my own eowntrymen, would think that they should take, thut & few words of
explanation will perhaps not be out of place. The ordinary English idea, I conceive,
is that the Bagyptians value the full liberty now allowed to the ress, and would
resent any mensure tending to impose restrictions on that liberty. giy strong helief
is that the Lgyptinn view, though it would probably not find expression in any of the
vornacular papers, is quite different, In my Report for the year 1004 (* Bgypt No, 1,
of 190G,” p. 68) T alluded 1o the fact that” in 1902, and again in 1904, the Egyptian
Genoral Assembly urged the Government to take strong action against the press.
L have talked to scores of Fgyptinns on this subject, and I have heard of their Views.
through many other sources. 1 do not think I gmvc ever heard a singlo expression of
opinion in favour of the liberty, degenerating into licence, whieh the vernacular

. press now enjoys.  On the other land, I have been urged over and’ over again to
adopt vepressive mensures.  The fruth is that British polioy in this matter is not
understond.  An eduented native suid o short time ago to a high British official in the
Boudan, “T cannot understand your press policy.”  The answer was, * You will not
do so until (he Govdon College has Leen in existence for 800 years." Probably the
timo limit was rather unduly long ; otherwiso there is much trufh in the remark,

1 do not maks these remncks with a view to advoeating repressive mensures, to
which L am, for the time being, opposed; but rather in order that the facts of the
situntion should he understood. | do not think that tho failure to adopt those
measures, in wspeet to the particular section of the Egyptian press to which I am
now alluding, enn be defended on the general ground that the Pan-Tslamic papers do
any sort of good to uny elass whatsoover of Hgyptian society ; they do no good, while
tha huym they do is obvious. 1 doabt whether in any newspapers in the world it
would he possible (o vival the mendacity of the statements of fact which appear in
these pupers ;- whilst, as regards opinion, they lend the Bgyptian public in o direstion
which iy the very reverse of that diotated by lgyptinn interests, proparly understood.
Neither can full liberty, in these partioular cases, be defended on the %mund that, if
certain opinions exist, they had botter find expression rather than ba suppressed.
The Pan-Islamio press is not the moathpicse of opinions which esist. It ercatos, by
vvery process of misrepresentation, opinions which would otherwise he non-oxf{s‘tent.

[n21j ]

37




30

tracer la ligno de démareation i partir de Rafel, prés VI Arieh, et allant vers lo sud-
ust en wne ligne approximativement divecto jusqu™ an poiut sur te Golfe d'Akaba &
une distance d'an moins 3 milles d'Akaba,

“Tes vues esprimées dans lu communicatic 1 précitée do votre Excellence se
trouvent ainsi pleinement réalisées.

“Ln priant votre Excellence de vouloir bien comumniguer e qui préesde &
Tondres, nous espérons que le Gouvernement do " Majesté le Roi y verra une
uvouvelle preuve de notvs vif désiv de maintentr toujuwis nos relations sur le pied de In
plus parfaite cordialité, En nous exprimant & son colé sa pleine satisthetion,
il nous awe témoigné luni-méme du prix qu'il attache b ln conservation ef au
raffermissoment des Lons rapports qui existent si hewrensement entie les deux
Titats,

¢ Veuillez, &e.
(igng) “EwEIR

[For Translation see Inclosare in No. 5, p. 14.]

“ M. lo Ministre, ‘ Clonstantinople, Muy 15, 1906,

1 lost no time in referring to my Government the note whieh your Excellency
was 0 good os to nddress to mo on the 14th instunt, in reply to my noto of the
12th, on the subject of the occupnation of Tihn, and delimitation of the Peninsula of
Sinal,

“His Majesty’s Government lnve veceived with pleasure your Excelleney's
declaration that the Sublime Porte does not question the contents of the telegram
addressed by the decensed Graud Vizier, Jevad Pasha, to His Highness the Khediveon
the Sth April, 1802, that the withdrawal of the Imperial troops Irom Tnba has been
decided upon, and that instrnctions have been sent to the Ottoman Staff Officers now
at Akaba to delimit and record on a map, jeintly with the oflicials to be appointed by
His Highness the Khedive, the line of demarcation running npproximalely straight
from Rafeh in a south-easterly divection to n point on the Gulf of Akaha, not less
than 3 miles from Akaba, so ns to insure the maintenance of the satus quo in the
Sinai Peninsuln on the basis of the telegram above mentioned of t(he Sth Apuil,
1802,

«On behnlf of IHis Majesky's Government I have the honour to take act of
the foregoing declarations, os also of the declarntion of his ighness the Grand
Vigier, that orders have been sent for the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops into
Turkish territory to the east of Rafeh, shonld any have crossed to the Hgyptian
side, and the rostoration of the pillars said to have been lntely destroyed there,
and to express their satisfaction at the sottlement of this question, which canuot
fail to contribute tn tho meintenunes und consolidation of those friendly rolations
which are so desitablo in the interests of both countries, and which are no luss
n})]wccintml liy the Government of my angust Soveveign than hy that of His Imperial
Majesty tho Sultan.

“ 1 avail, &e.
(Nigned) “NAR. O'Covoun.”

In o sepomafe despatch of to-day's date I dwell on the feelings which vecent
events had evoked amongst the Moslem population of this country. I miny perhnps
with advantage add o fow remarks on this snbject,

1t is perfectly natural that an Opposition should exist in Baypt. Morcover, in
view of the full liberty granted to the press, of the stimulus which tor the Inst twenty
years and more has been given to education, und of the fack that the new generation
are only very partinlly acquainted with the abuses of the pust, it ean be no matter for
surprise thal the leaders of the Opposition should for the most part he ambilious youny
men with o very superficial nequaintunco with publie affaivs, and with very litlle
serious sense of responsibility.  The point, however, which iz worthy of attention is
not so much the existence of an opposition, to whieh no rensonuble abjection ean he
urged, but rather the grounds on which the opposition mainly bases its ntiacks. 'The
cnomous maierinl benetits conferred an Egypt by the British ocoupntion ave so patent.
to all the world that eritielsm in that direction, save porhups on somo very minor
points of detail, is debareed. Endeavows have, indeed, hegn mnde o slow that mornd
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append on the part of the Bayptian Governent for the support and assistanca
l{’is Majesty's Government iu defending the Canal, for the nt!lll}l'd]it\' of \:ﬂ,‘:mﬁf‘ ‘;rf
in rnsponsillylo. i VP

1 need not go into the arrangements for the action of (he main body of the
under Lord Charles Boresford, which, during this time, was kept in'r(-udiuns?esz
Phalernm. It is suffleient to say that, in the event of the Sublime Porle having
failed to comply with the British demands, plans had been mads for the appliouriuﬁ
of prossure which could not but have produced an effect on the  Obloman
Government,

During the second week of May varions proposals had beea made to Sir Nicholas
QConor by the Turkish tGoverament, unid had heen rajected by hig Brecllency as
unsatisfactory. " ¢

A last effort was made by Turkey to evade the recognition of the vight of His
Majesty's Government to intervenn by scitling the question divect with the Khedive,
This atternpt also failed. ’

On t.ha 13th May the Turkish Ambassador in London communicated to You &
uote, which had already been sent Lo &ie Nicholas O’Conar, and which had heen
considered unsatisiactory.  Yon tuok the apportunity to impress upon his Excelleney
that it was absolutely neeessary that the S8ablime Porte should address an official notfe
1o Uis Majesty's Ambussador, explicitly accepting, as u busis of a juint delimitation
of tho castern frontier of Byypt, the line from Rafoh to the Lend of the Gulf of
Akaba.  You added that it was important that such a note showhd be received hefore
the following morning (tho 14th May).

You also pointed out that several instances had nceurred of an avtempl on the
part of Turkey to ignore the right of His Majesty’s Government to jntervene in this
question; and you quoted, ns a case in peint, the refusal of the Turkish officer in
command at Rafeh to communicate officially with the Captain of His Majesty’s ship
“Minerva,” A tequest had been made that His Mujesty’s Goverument should
officially recognize the suserainty of the Sultan over Egypt.  You stated that His
Majesty's Guvernment had never failed to recognize Lhe surevainty of Mis Imperial
Majesty, but that i it were found that this snzerainty were incompatible with the
right of His Majesty's Government te interfore in Egyptisn nffuirs, nnd with the
British occupation, the British position in Egypt would be upleld by the whale force
of the Bmpire., In conclusion, you impressed upon his Excellency that ITis Majesty's
Governwent had no intentien of wmaking the ~azerainty of the Sullan over Egypt
incompatible with the British position in that country, and that it depended upon His
Imperial Majesty whether it became so.

When the Bublime Porte had received commuuication of the substance of the
above conversation, it was laid hefore the Sultan, and His Imperial Majesty decided
that a note should be immediately addressed to Siv Nicholas O'Coner fully accepting
the demands of His Majesty’s Government,

Tho terms of this note were approved by Imperial Iradé, and were accepted by
you ss sutisfactory. 8ir Nicholas O'Conor necordingly addressed n note to the
Sublime Porte formally acknowledging and taking act of their acceptance of the
British demnnds, I have the honour to insert the text of these two State papers,
by which the protracted negotiations on the subject of the eastern frontier of the
8inai Peninsula have been happily brought te a close :—

“ Nofe Verbale.

“ M. I'Ambassadeur, “ Le 14 Mai, 1908,

“JY'ai eu I'hounneur de recovoir la note que votre Excellence a bien voulu
m'éorive lo 12 de ce mois concernant l'occupation de Taba.

“ Permettez-mol de vous faire observer qu'il n’est jamais entré dans la penséde du
Gouvernement Impérial de méconnaitre le coutenu du télégramme du 8 Avzil de feu
Djevad Pachs & Son Altesse lo XKhédive. Du reste, Ia communication que jai eu
I'honmenr d'adresser A votre Excellence le 11 de ce mois était tout & fait explicite.
L'évacuntion de Taba a ét6 déoidde, et les ordres ont été déjd donnés en

" conséquence.

1) est entendu que les officiera d' Btat-Mnjor se trouvant & Akaba et les fonetion-
naires qui soront envoyés par Son Altesse lo Khédive se réuniront pour effectuer sur
les liewx, et d'aprés les données topugraphiques, une enquéte technique pour ln
désignation sur une carte des points de nature d assurer le maintien, sur la base du
télégramme préeité de Djevad Pacha, du stafu quo dans la Presqu'ile de Sinai, et pour
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» Notwithstanding ilds provision, the Imperial Governmenl has teeupied Taba
with o military force, which it refuses to withdraw, thongh ropeatedly requested fo do
s0, and thongh Taba isindubitebly situated within the territory the sdministration of
which is vested jn His Highness the Khedive.

“Roth the subsiance and tone of the Grand Visier's communication to the
Khedive have made further negotiations af Cairo impossible. The contentions ns to
the frontier put forward in the Grand Vizier's voply are quite inndmisaiblo ; if adwmikted,
they wonld seriously prejudice the position ns vegards the Snez Onnal and Egypt,
Negotiotions have now been prolonged over several weoks, not only without progress,
but with increasing claims on the part of the Purte to the prejudice of that adminis-
trative frontier of Egypt.

“The Imperial Government is well aware that His Mujesty’s Government
cannot remain indifferent in presence of any act tending fo circumscribo the
territories of Egypt, nar view without eoncern any violation or infringement of the
rights of His ilighness the Khedive as defined and established in the Acts and
‘I'reaties now in force,

T have consequently the honour to inform your Excelleney that I have received
trown His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs instructions to
request that the Ottoman Government will agres to the demarcation of the line from
Rafeh to the head of the Gulf of Akaba on the hasis of the aforasaid telegram of the
Sth April, 1602, and that pending such demarcation ‘Taba shall be evacuafud.

«Further delay must increase the difficulties of the situation, and T am therefors
1o add that if this request should rot have heen complied with within a period of ten
days the position will become grave. :

“ T avail, &c.
(Signed) “N. R. O'Covon."

On the 4th May, the British flect, under Admiral Lord Charles Beresford, was
urdered to proceed to the Pireus,

Ever since the dispute with Turkey had become acute His Majesty's Government
had been in communication with the French and Russian Governments—whose
Representatives, it will be remembered, had oficially “taken aot” of the 1892
arrangoment-—and had kept thom fully informed #s to the progress of the negotiations.
Batisfactory assurances were received from both Governments, and the Fronoh and
Russian Ambassadors at Constantinople were -instructed to support the demands.of
His Majesty's Government, The Germon and Austrian Ambassadors and the Ttalian
Government wero also informed of the reason and nature of these demands.

In the meantime, constant reports wera roceived in Cairo that Turkish troops
wero being massed in the neighbourhood of Gaza and of Akaba. The naturo of the
deserts which lie to the east of the Suez Canal and the scarcity of water preclude
the possibility of an advance on the Buez Canal by any large forae, unless considerable
numhers of comels, or other means of transport, are collected. Such preparations
cannot be made quickly, and can searcely oscape notice. A serious attack on Egypt
by & large Turkish force seemed, therefore, out of the question. 1t uppeured.
however, to be possible, though not probable, that » “raid” on the Canal or
Nekbhl (a place of some strategical importanco on one of the two practicablo lines of
advance) might be attempted in_the hope that the appcarance of » Turkish force on
the Canal would cause an outburst o? fanaticism in Egypt, which might seriously
hamper any defensive operation on the part of the army of ccoupation. Buoh an
attempt would have been of the most desperate nature, as n reverso on the Canal
would have meant the absolute anuibilation of the attecking force. It soumed,
however, undesirable to take any risks. The navy, with characteristio promptitude,
undertook to defend the Canal figningt any possiblo attack, if called upon to do so,
thus leaving the army to act as ciroumstances might require. Communications woro
also made to some of the Powers, with o viow to avoiding any delay in complying with
the formalities prescribed by the Sucz Canal Convention, in case of an attuok on the
Canal; a powerful squadron of cruisers and torpedo-bonts was. dispatobed to
Egyptian waters under the commend of Rear-Admiral Sir Hedworth Lambton ;
arrangements wers made to provent the possibility of Nekhl being taken by a coup de
main; ond o large force of troops was held in readiness to be dispatchied to Kgyptata
moment's notice in case of necessity.

Tn the meantime I may obsorvo that the provisions of the Buez Cupal Convention
were carefully respected by the British squadron, and that no action on their pavt was
contemplated except in tho event of an actual attack on the Conal, and of an

34




27

On the 26th Aprik Moukhtur Pasha requested an audience, and the Khedive
l'{!ﬁ.l_‘l.\'ﬂ(l him, as before, in the presenco of his Prime Minister and Minister tor Foreign
Affairs. h
* Moukhtar Pashe made no further Ppropusals, hut gave His Highness to understand
that the question could no longer be disenssed and 1 ¢ y iy
Giovernment must ho obeyed, i nd fhit the orders of fhe Tmperial

On the same day w report was received that LRafel, the point on the Mediter.
ranean whero the enstern frontier of Legypt begins, had been lnu(l:lupietltl]‘:'v‘\’l[‘?ﬁ-iffslh
troops, who had removed two marble pillaes which for many years had marked the
Turkish and Bgyptian boundaries, It was further reported that the Turkish .'mtho:
rities had appropriated, in the name of the Sultan, certain lands cultivated by
Bedouning on the Egvptian side of the bourdary mark.  With your approval and
the consent of the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, I.requcsts*d Captain
Waymouth, commanding s Majesty's ship ‘“Minerva,” to proeeed to Rafeh with
an Egyptian official, and to report on the situation. Captain Waymonth and the
Lgyptian official who aceompanied him carried out theiy mission Wwith great tact,
When Captain Waymouth landed o detachment of ‘I'urkisl, soldiers rxdvmwgd towards
the shore, on the Hgyptian side of the bonndary, in skirmishing order, and the Turkish
Commandant openly stated that he had orders to fire it any troups had been landed
from the cruiser. e refused to recognize Captain Waymouth in any official eapacity,
nnd regarded him merely as a visitor, : o

The reports ultimately recoived from Captain Waymoutlt fully confirmed the
first aceounts of the oceupation of Rafeh, with the addition that the Turks appeared
tu have removed eleven Tgyptian tolegraph poles on the western, or Egyption. side of
Rafeh, and to have replaced them by ‘Turkish telegraph poles.  The Turkish officer
stated in the course of conversntion {hat they had o force of 5,000 men and over
1,000 borses between El-Avish and Gaza.  This may very possibly have been an
intentional exagzeraticn.

It was also reporled that the Turkish garvison at Akaba had received considerable
rvinforcements in men and guns, awd the oficer in command spoke openly of his
intention to advance on Nekhl, ;

As I have already stated, the fronticr dispute had entersd on an aeute phase when
the Turkish oflicers, wlho had left Constantinopls as Delegates to a Joint Commission,
quitted Cairo withont communicating with the Bgyptian Govermuent or with is
Majesty's Agency. In view of the aggressive attitude of the Turkish Goverament,
und of {he efforts of the Pan-Tslamio press to oxcite the Mussulman population, it
appearcd desirable to reinforee lhe British gareison in Bgypt, snd thus enablo the
army of occupation to suppress instantly any disorders whicl might avise. Lt was,
therefore, decided that two batlalions of iufantry, one regiment of cavalry, and
battery of horso artillery should be sent to Egypt, and, further, that the thees
companies of the Innigkilling Tusiliers on detachinent duty in Crete should rejoin
the head-quarters of their battaiion in Cuire. Towards the heginuing of Muay these
reinforeements began to arrive.  Their arrival bad o sodative effect on populur feeling,

L now return to the pending negotiations with Turkoey.

It was cleor that no satisfaotory seitlement cowld Lo obtained by ordinary
diplomatic methods. After the whole situation liad been carcfully considered, s
Majesty's Government decided to tako decisive action.

You accordingly instructed Sir Nicholas ’Conor to present an official note to
the Sublime Porte, stating the demands of Iis Majesty’s Government, and warning
the Turkish Ctovernmont that unless these demands were complied with within ten
days a situation of much gravity would be crented.

In obedienco to theso instructions, Sir Nicholas O'Conor presented to the Sublime
Porte, on the 8rd May, a note conched in the following terms :—

" M. le Ministro,

* Your Excellency is doubtloss nware that, by its wole verbule of the 13th April,
1802, tho Tmperial Ministry for Foreign Aftairs was good cnough ta transmit to this
Fnbussy o copy of the Firman of Investitura granted, on the 27th Shanban, 1809, o
His Mizhness Abbas Hilmi Pasha, Khedive of Beypt, together with a copy of the
telegeam addressed on the 26th March, 1308 (8th April, 1892), by Jevad Pasha, then
Grand Vizier, to His Itighness on the subject of the Sinaitic Teninsula, In virtue
of these instruments, that peninsula is to be administeved by the Khedivate in the
same mauner as it was adminjstered by Abbay Hilmi Pasha's predecessors, Tewfik
Paghn and Ismail Pasha.
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that we now had to deal with o deliberate attempt to cavey the Tuekish feontior and
strategical railways to Suez on the banks of the Canal; or that if, on the other hand,
the Ras Mohamed-1afeh line (proposed by Moukhtar Pasha ns a compromise) wers
adopted, the Turkish Frontier would he advanced to the neighbourhood of Nekhl--
i, within easy striking distance of Bgypt—and that, as Tins Mobamed is on the
Red Sea outside the narrow entrance to the (lulf of Akaba, this oulf would
practically become n mare clausum in the possession of Turkey, and a standing
menaee to the secarity of the trade-route Lo the east.

I liad the honour to submit that the question had now censed to be merely local ;
that it was of the higlest importance to British, Egyptiag, and general European
interests to prevent Turkey from carrying out the programme which she had now
anncunced, and that the extension of this programme would obviously constitute a
serious mensce, not merely to the liberties of Egypt and the Khedivial dynasty, lut
nlso to the freedom of transit through the Canal.

1, therefore, submitted to you for your approval the terms in which 1 propused Lo
advise the Khedive to telegraph to the Grand Vizier; and as you fully concurred in
the gravity of the situatior, His Highness agreed to dispateh’ a telegram in the
following sense :—

After reporting the claims advanced by Moukhtar Pashs, as above stated, His
Higliness pointed out that the telegram of the Bth April, 1892, formed part of the
Firmans regulating the relations between the Ottoman Bmpire and Egypt; that it
was communicated to the Powers concerned; and that it, therefore, was not in his
Highness® power to give his consent to any alteration of those Firmans on his own
authority,  Turther, that it would not be doubted that, as a matter of fact, the
territory west of a line from the head of the Gulf of Akaba to Rafch had been
continuously administered, not only by His Highness, but also by his predecessors,

His Highness called the Grand Vizier's attention to the tact that His Majesty’s
Government, at any rate, had nug.understood the telegram of the 8th April, 1892, in
the manner in which it was now interpreted by Moukhtar Pasha, and that this bad
been clearly shown by the letter addressed by His Majesty’s Representative in Cairo
(myself) to Tigrane Pasha on the 13th April, which had been published in the
officinl journal, and which defined the eastern frontier of the Sinni Peninsula as n
line running in a south-easterly direction, from a point a short distanes to the east of
E} Arish to the head of the Gulf of Akaba,

His Highness suggested that, the only means of arviviug at an amicable arrange-
ment was to take as & basis the Grand Vizier's, telegram of the 5th April, 1802, as
explained in my letter to Tigrane Pasha of the 13th April, 1802,  Purther, that, as the
exnet position of certain places might e doubtful,” competent engineers should be
employed to survoy the boundary-line between Rafeh and Akaba, but that the
frontier, instead of ending ot the fort of Akaba, should Lo traced toa puint on the
const of the gulf not less than 3 miles west from the fort,

While not excluding the iden of entertaining proposals fur minor medifications of
the Rafeh—-Akaba line, which might be for the convenience of both pnrties, Iis
Highness warned the Grand Vizier that it was most improbable that Moukhtar
Pasha's proposals would be entertained. .

In conelusion, the Khedive requested that, as Tuba was now admitted to be within
the territory subject to Egyptian administration, the Turkish troops should now bo
withdrawn fromn that place; and His Highness undertook, on behalf of the Egyptinn
Government, that if this were done no “works” would be construeted at Taba--at
any rate until after the final delimitation of the frontier.

During the nest ten days nothing oceurred which is worth recording, but on the
22nd April the Grand Vizier nddressed a telegram to the Kbedive, in veply to Hiy
Highness' last telegram, which I have summarized above. [In ihis telegram the
Grand Vizier stated that the territory defined in the Tmperial Fieman did not includo
the Peninsula of Sinai or tho Gulf of Akabn, and that the telegram of the 8th April,
1802, which was supplementary to the Firman of Investiture, togethee with tha
previous documents velating thiereto, referved only to the western side of the Sinni
Penigsula.  1lis Highness further stated that no outside interpretation of this telegram
could be regognized, and that the Imperinl Government alone way entitled to interprot
it. A Mutessariflik (Sub-Governorship) of Akaba had been created, with Akabn ns ity
head-quarters. The Khedive was to take such steps ns would insure the question
Eginlg closed, and was not to afford any opportunity for vutside interference of any
cind.

No reply*wus sent ta this telegram,
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might be obfainalile withont the adoption of coereive mensies it wondd Le advisable
to inerease the British garvison in Pgypt. T acenrdingly addressed a telegram to you
in this sense. - ® '

"The negotiations were now to enter on o new phase. On the Hth April I had
the bonour to report to you that Mouklitar Pasha hud informed the Khedive that the
Report of the Turkish Commissioners had hieen sent to him with instructiouns to discuss
matlers with His Highness.

The Khedive, acting on advice which you had nuthorized me to offer, replied
that, nlthough he did not recognize Moukhtar Pasha's position as Turkish High
Commissioner in Beypt, he was nevertheless prepared to discuss matters with him,

rovided thot his Excelleney wus specinlly aceredited for this purpose, and that the
interviews took place in the presence of His Highuess’ President of the Council and
Minister for Foreign Affairs, ’

After some further representations at Constantimople, the Grand Vizier tele-
graphed to the Khedive officially, informing him that Moukhtar Pasha had been
fnstrueted to discuss the Ivontier question with His Highness, The Grand Vizier's
telegram alluded to the points in dispute in vague and unsatisfactory language, from
which. it appeared probable that, so far from intending to withdraw, Turkey was
shout Lo increase her claims, Tlhis had been anticipated both by Sir Nicholas O'Cennr
and bly myself, since the visit of the Turkish Commissioners to Cairo in the month of
Mareh,

T may perhaps here devote a few words to explaining the anomalous position
which Moukhtar Pasha has occupied in Egypt {or sore twenty years.

Tn 1886, as you are awnave, tho Sublime Porte and Her Majesty's Government
nppoiutud Commissioners to diseuss matters connected with the existing situation in
Egypt. These Commissioners were Ghazi Moukhtar Pashe and Sir Henry Drummond
Wollf. 'The negotintions which ensued resulted in what is generally known as the
“ Wolff Convention,” which the Sultan signed but afterwards refused to ratify, Her
Majeaty's Government, therefore, considered that Moukhtar Pasha's Commission ceased,
and determined on the Sultaw’s rofusal to ratify the Convention, for the negotiation of
which his Excellency had been specislly appointed.

‘Consequently, since that time I have regarded the Khedive as the only legal
representative of the Sultan in Egypt, and 1 huve always declined to recognize
Moukhtar Pasha's pretension to actin this capacity, At the same time I have, in
my personal relations with his Exeellency, trented him with the respect due to n
distinguished Turkish Genernl.

On the 11th April T had the honour to report that an iuterview bad taken
loce between the Khedive and Moukhiar Pusha in the presence of the two
%gy tian Ministers, in the course of which Moukhtar Pagha had at last shown his
hond,

Moukhtar Pashe recognized that the frontier question must be settled on the
basis of tho telegram addressed to the Xhedive by the Grand Vizier on the 5ih April,
1802, but he interpreted this telegram as follows i— Lo

1. That the Peninsula of Mount Sinai cousisted only of the torritory south of a
siraight line from Akaba to Suez, As Taba lies south of this ling, bis Exzcellency
recognized Taba as being within the Sinai Peninsula, the pdministration of which Lad
beon confided to Egypt. o

2. 'That the Egyptian frontier in the territory norih of tlis line is traced from
Tafeh to Suez, 1t followed that the territory bounded on the north.west by the line
from Rafeh to SBuez, on the south by the line from Suez to Aknba, and on the east by
the line from Akaba to Rafeh, fell within ‘Purkish territory.

Moukhtar Pashe explained that the Sultan attached great importance to the
adoption of these lines o? frontier, in view of His Imperial Majesty's intention to
make s railway to Akaba, and eventually to construct branches to Suez and Port
Baid.
Moukhtar Pasha also stated that, although this was the viow of the Porte, .he
might ho oble to make & compromise in the following sense, namely, that & line
should be draws dircot from Rafeh to Ras Mohamed, which would constitute the
frontier. The whole of the western shore of the Guif of Akaba would, therefore, fall
within Turkish territory,

In reporting to you the claims advanced by Moukhtar Pasha, as above stn'ted, I
had the honour to point out that the dispute no longer turned on a local question as
to the possession of Tabn and a few other pleces in the neighhourhood of jl&:k;ba, by
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Moukhtar Lasha was vesponsible for the wnfounded claims i\(l\'n\'l(.‘.l‘,ll by the J'urhish
Government, and that he must, therefore, bo vegarded us prejudiced.  Sir Nicholas
©'Conor having caused these objections to he laid before' the Sultan, His Imperial
Majesty sent the Minister for Foreign Affairs to state thot he (‘lul nof question the
arraugement of the 8th April, 1892, and that, as Siv Nicholas O Conor had objeeled to
the appointment of Moukhtar Pasha, he would senil two officers as Joint Connplssmnurs,

Siv Nickolas O'Conor again pressed for the withdrawal of the Tuekish troops
previous to inquiry, and the Ministor for Foreign Aflairs, on his side, prossed for the
withdrawal of the * Diana”* In the meantime, I had received a report from Captain
Phipps Hornby, stating thaf, on the arvival of the Diana ** off Akaba, Rushdi Pasha
had prepared o resist o landing, and lind sent bis troops (betwoon 8,000 and 4,000
men) to their fighting stations. ~ Captain Fornby, however, gof into comnunication
with Rushdi Pasha, and soon succeeded in establishing friendly relations.  lle is,
neverihelsss, convinced that Rushdi Pasha—who appears to be a fine speeimen of the
fighting type of Turkish officer—micant to defend the place to the bitter end if he
had heen attacked.

T cannot donbl that Caplain Hornby's opinion on this subjeet is perfectly onrrect,
18 nol only an this occasion, but on the first arrival of the ® Nur-el-Bahr " at Tuba,
and subsequently when His Majesty's ship  Minerva™ visited Rafoli. the Turkish
troops openly prepared to repel by force any attempt to land men. .

T take this opportunity of placing on record my high apprecialion of the
invariable tact displayed by Captain Hornby in his relations with the Turkiah
authorities at Akaba, and of the great assistance which I have derived from his eclear
and exlanstive Reports.  His Majesty's ship “Diana” had n long and {edious watel
of over three months in the Gult of Akaba, but I firmly believe that sho has done
good service in preventing the Turls from extending their encronchments, and from
thus rendering a friendly settlement more difficult.

All hopes of a speedy sottlement now centred in the Joint Commission.

The Turkish Commissioners proceeded from the Cairo station straight to the
house of Moukhtar Pasha, and remaied there for a week without communivating
either with any Kgyptinn Government official or with ifis Mujesty’s Agency.

They finally left Cairo in plain clothes by an early ieain, and embarked for
Beyrout en route, it was said, for Akoba, )

Tt is dificult to guess the true reason of this extraordinary heliaviour on the purt
of the Turkish Commissioners. I can only suppose that during their visit to
Moukhtar Pasha & fresh plan had heon decided on, and that the “ Joint” Commission
was therefore abandoned.*

The Khedive was absent an o trip in the desert during the stay of the Turkish
Commissioners in Cairo, but on his veturn 1lis Highhess assured mo that no com-
munication had reached him from them.

About the middle of March Mr, Bramly reported that two Bedouin Sheikhs,
namely, Musmeh-el-Kebeish and Suleiman-el-Khalifl, whose trihes had been from time
immemorial under Egyptian jurisdiction, and in receipt of annusl subventions from the
Hgyptian Government, had been bribed by Rushdi Pasha and had gone over to tho
Tarks. 1 merely mention the point, as theiv ovidence will probubly be fortheoming
on the Turkish side when tribal limits are discussed.

Your warning to the Turkish Ambassador that Lis Mnjesty's Government could
not continue to allow themselves to be trifled with, and 8ir Nicholas O'Conor's
energetic protests and representations nb Constantinople, vomained fraitless, lvusive
and temporizing answers were rebwrned; the tolegram of the Bth April, 1802, was
admitted, but “"Taba was a dopendency of Akaba"; the date trees at Taba (thero are
only six ov seven, and they nre dead) belonged to peoplo in Akaba,” Se.

In the meantime, the Porte wns plied with stories of encronchments on Turkish
territory by troops under British oflicers, tho only possible foundation for which wasa
journey undertaken hy some French priests, who had been visiting Sinai.

I do not know the sourco of these stories, but their effect, and probably their
object, was tn keep alive the snspicions which had been so earofully instilled inlo the
mind of the Sultan. At the same time the Pan-Islamic papoers redoubled their efforts
to excite fanatical and anti-Englisk feeling amongst the Egyptians, aid it hecame
evident that—in view of thoe possibility that no solution of “the frontlor quostion

1t is probuble, howover, that Moukhtar Pashe had still furthor dovelopod hls theory of thy intorprota-
vion of thy Firmns, 0s ovidonce ean bagan to npponr that bl latest, ides wos thet the ™ Sinad Loniusula

}‘r;ss\h_o?nd(\d on the narth hy o line from Akaba to Sucg, from which the frontier enn north-onatwardy to
fot Arish.,
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o Inlu _‘\le.lum'nlm'lu‘m, :\dfh‘f\sscd on the 18th Fc!u'umy to the Twkish Ambassador
m Lendon, you l’“"““t"d against the ageressive attitude of the Turkish Governent,
antl pm.utml out  that the withdeawal of the Turkish troops from Taba was
in:px;\:{%l\'cly necessary in ovder to insure a peaccful settlement of the froutier
question. n

- b'u II\}l.(:‘h;!ns !.O Cum.n'. made fimilm‘ representations to the Grand Vizier and the
Minister for Foreign A\llun's. ul Constantinople; but in spite of wnofiicial assurances
whieh had pl‘c—\:musly been given to the Iattor, that neither His Majesty's Govermnent
nor the Beyptian Government had the slightest wish to interfere with the construc-
tion of a hranch of the Hedjaz Ruilway to Akaba, ho satisfurtory resnlt was nhi;u'ncd

In view of }h{shdi Pasba'’s demands for the withdrewal of the T yptian troops frum.
!wn1~o\xn, awit his statement that M. Bl'un'ﬂy and Sand Bey Rifaat woukd be responsilile
for any cousequences in the event of their refusing te comply with ihese demands, it
hecame necessary to protect this Egyptinn pust.  You necordingly nuthorized me on
the Idth Febrnary to reguest Captain Phipps Hornby, RN commanding His
Majesty's ship * Diana’ {which had been kept in veadiness at Suez), to prm:‘ed to
Faroun lsland and to report on the situation, o )

On the same day you addressed w furfher Memorandum to the Turkish
Ambassador in London, informing his Excellency that Iis Majesty's ship * Diana ”
had been dispatehed to Faroun Tsland in order to prevent any acts of aceression ou
Egyplian territory. &=

In the meantime s Military Council had heen held at Constantineple to consier
the question of the Tureo-Egyptian frontier. There was some reason to linpe that o
satisfnetory decision would bo arvived at.  'This hope was, however, not realized. The
Porto contended that tho places in dispute were not within the territory subject (under
the Firmans) to Bgyplinn admiuistration, and regretted that the question ol delimita-
tion should have bheen raised.

It was uvident that something bad happened to influcnce the nttitude of the
Sultany, which had recently nppeared concilintory, and it appears that in the interval
His Tmpevial Majesty had received o Report from Moukhtar Pasha to the effect that
“fHaba was nodependency of Akaba” The Sultan also appeared to be under the
impression that the arrangement based on the telegram of the 8th April, 1802, was
limited by a previous understanding between Moukhtar Pasha and myself, according
to which the administeative boundary between Turkey aud Eeypt should run in o
straight line from BL Arish (on the Mediterranean) to Ras Mohamed, a headland on
the Red Sen, o short distancee from the mounth of the Gnlf of Akaba,

Bome such suggestion was made in the correspondence which preceded the
disputeh of the Grand Vizier's telegram of the 8th April, 1892,

Tu n telegram of the 17th Febroary, 1892, 1 expressed an opinion strongly
adverse to the adoption of this snggestion. Even if such had not been the ease,
it would have lheen cancelled by the wording of the Grand Vizier’s telegram of
the 8th April, 1892—namely, that “ as vegurds the Peninsula ot Tor-Sinai, the slatus
quo is maintained,” &e.

On the 14th Felruary you informed the Turkish Ambassador of the dispateh of
Mis Mnjesty's ship “Diann " to Faroun Island: On the 18th February Siv
Nicholas ('Conor received a conciliatory message from the Sultan, to the effect
that though bdth the military Comandant at Akaba and Moukhiar Pashe had
informed His Imperial Majesty that Taba and the other places in dispute (Nakb-el-
Akaba and Bl Gattar) were in Turkish ferritory, still it was possible that they
might be mistaken; that Commissioners would, therefore, be appointed to proceed
to tho spot to inquire into the question; and that, if the Commission decided that
Taba and the other posts recently occupied by Rushdi Tashin were in territory subject
to Egiyplian administration, the Tarkish troops would be withdrawn,

T veply, Sir Nicholas O'Conor informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs that, if
the Purkish troops wero withdrawn from the disputed posts provious to the inquiry,
aud if the Bgyptian Government were represented on the Commission, he would
recommend that, ponding the result of the inquiry, theso posts should not be
reoeeupied hy Brypt,  Sir Nicholas O'Conor furthier pointed out that such an effer
wis & conelusive proof of the friendly disposition of His Majesty's Government.

From subsequent conversations between Siv Nicholas O’Conor and the Minister
for Forcign Affairs, it appears doubtful whether the above proposal for a bilateral
{ninmission was ever clearly laid by his Fxcellency before the Nultun, who shortly
afterwards proposed to send Moukhine Pasha to Akuha fo inguire into the question.
sir Nieholas O'Conov and T demurred to this proposal, as we hoth cuns‘i(lell:ml that.
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The Grand Vizier's first telegram  demanded that Tiypt should desist from
constructivg posts, and stated that no Turkish Commissioner would bo appointed to
delimitato the frontier,

The seeond telegram claimed that not only Akaba but its neighbourhood,
inchuding Taba, was Tarkish territory, and that it was not included in the * privileged
territory * of Egypt. The Grand Vizier went on to corplein that an Tgyptian gon-
Toat (the “ Nur-el-Bahr ) hiad been sent to Taba with soldiers, and concluded by stating
that, us Egypt itself was an integral part of Turkey, there was vo need to delimit
the honndary between Egyptian and Tarkish territory, and that if Lgypt persisted in
landing men and constructing posts, this “act of disobedience would necessitate the
ewployment of strong measuves of oxpulsion.”

e thivd telegram simply requested the Khedive to withdraw the ¢ Nur-ol-Bale ™
and the Feyptian detachment from Faroun Island, and to abstain from constrooting
posts ; otherwise, © there would be an incident.” .

In roporting thie contents of these telegrams to you, Mr, Findlay pointed out that
the allusivn to the * privilémed territory of Egypt* (nnmely, the torritory the hereditary
possession of which was vested in Mehemet Ali by the Firmans of 1841 uuder tho
suarantee of the Powers, but which does not includa the Sinai Peninsula) scemed to
imply an intention on the part of Turkey to ignore the arrangement based on tho
Grand Vizier Jevad Pasha's telegrnm of the Sth April, 1802, which was o _comple-
mentary part of the Fieman of Investiture of the present Khedive, and which was
aceepted as giving {0 Egypt the administration of the Sinai Peninsula up to the line
from Rafeh to Akaba, as stated in my letter to Tigraue Pasha of the 18th April, 1842,

Alr. Findlny suggested that His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople should
receive instructions to entera protest against :—

1. T'he Sultan’s refusal to agvee to a Joint Boundary Commission.

2, His Tmperial Majesty's apparent intention fo ignore the telegeam of the
Al April, 1502, whicl contained no nention of the district ov envivns of M,

3. The threats of the Grand Viaier that foree would ho used against Egyptinn
posts in what was believed to be Egy ptian tecritory.

Alr. Vindlay farther suggested that the Sultan should be informed that Egypt
merely wished o administer in peace the territory confided to the L. hedive for that
purpose in 1892, and that if Egyptian posts woro threatened tho Kgyptinn Governmunt
would he furced to appeal for suppart to Ilis Majpsty's Government, st whose instance
fhie areangement respecting Sinai had heon arrivéd at in 1592

Tnstructions were sent to Mr. lramly and the officer commanding the Bgyptian
post at Faroun Tsland, impressing upon them that they must de averything in thefe
puwer to avoid lostilities, as it was evident that tho question could not now be
seftled loeally ; they wers nlso informed that negotintions were proeceding botweon
London, Caive, and Constantinople, with o view to finding o satisfactory solution,

Tn the meantime, fruitless communpications were passing botween hus Mnjcﬁf.y'n
Ambassador at Constantinople, the Sublime Porte, and the Palace, the prevailing noto
af the Tuvkish replies to Sir Nicholas ('Conor's reprasentations being it the Sultan
was relietant to delimits  that the moment wis not propitious for deliiitation;
that the Tuekish militavy authorities on the spot wore (o blume ; that the status quo
showdd he maiutained (oblivious of the fact that it had been violuted by Turkoy); snd,
flunlly, that by an mrangement between the Tuckish and Leyptiun commanders, the
Bervptians had veoceupied the posts cluimed by them (which report was quits devaid
of foundation).

Until the end of Janunry, more ov less friendly eommunieations enntinned to puss
Belween My, Bramly and Sund Bey ifaab (the officer in command of the Tgyptian
detachment at Taroun Islond) on the one hand, and Rushdi Pashag the Turkish
Commandant ab Akaba, on the other.  Tlowever, the latter suddenly ehanged bin tone,
and on the 20th January he addressed o lotter to Sand Bey Rifaat, sommoniug him to
evacnate Favoun Ishwd,

i the meantime, considerable Turkish roinforeements had areived at Aknha, and
Tusluli Pashia had ocenpied Nakb-el-Alaba and EI Galtar, two_posts whioli, ns alveady
stated, command the difienlt pass thoough the eoast-migo into the interior of the
Sinni Peninsulic. Mr. Bramly, in faee of the snnnmons to evacunte Faroun, was
wpelled (o rotain the “ Nue-cl-Bahe,” in owder to provent any powibls ntluek on the

ptian defaciment. Cousequently, the news of these Trosh aetr of weeession did
ot vl Cnivg for some littlo Gime. As soon s 1reeeived My, Hrunly's Roport, T
at onee Eelegraplied its substance 1o the Toreign Oies and Lo Hie Nicholas O'Conor,
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Government had decided to constriet b
Akaba and  Kosaiyemn, and that
construetion.

Iwas further informed thiat telegraphic instruetions had e

and to the Oilicer Commanding the Tukish tronps i
.Egy]’)?imls‘ iy e ‘t!ng.;.:l..guurd-lmusu at the spot indicated,
i l.h_::' Sl.lllu‘u 1spicions of the action and intentions of the Bgyptian Government
in the Sinai l’vnmsu_l:t appear to have beeome henceforward intensified. | may state
that, as a matter of fact, the only Inglishman at this time in the Sinai Penigsula
was Mr. Bramly, who Lad recently been appointed Civil Tnspector of the district,
and theb theve was nob a single regular soldier, either British or ptiun, cast of
Suez. =

On the 18th January Sir Nicholas O'Conor, His Majesiy's Ambassador ab Con-
stantinople, informed me that he bad veceived a message from the Sultan to the effeet
that a report bad been received feom the Parkish Comrnandant at Akuba, statine that
the Egyptian military suthorities intended to eoustraet a guard-house on the road
from Akabn to Gaza, and ulso at other places which were within "Curkish tervitory, and
that 1Tis Tiperinl Majesty had requoested hint to induce the dgyptian Government to
withdraw the force which had eneroachied on Turkish territory, and which was com.
manded by a British oficer. At the risk of Leing tedious, I repeat the statement that
Mr. Bramiy and a few police constituted the whole foree at that time in the Sinai
Peninsula,

In the meantime reports of Purkish encroschments had begun to come in, and
Mr, Bramly was instrueted to proceed to the neighbourhood of Akaba to communicate
with the Turkish Commandant, and to endeavour to ascertain the real cnuse of all the
suspicion which had been aroused.

On the 15th Junuary T telegeapbed to Sie Nicholas O'Conor, pointing nut that
these mutual recriminations would inevitably continue until ‘the frontier was
properly delimited, and informing him that telegream had been addressed to the
Grand Vizier by the Khedive, urging that a Joint Commission should by appointed to
demarenic the boundury,

The Khedive’s request, for the appointwent of a Boundary Commission was
rejected.,

In view of the ancompromising attitude assumed by the Turkish Government,
it was considered neeessury to send o small Egyptian Torec (filty men, under an
Ty plian oficer) to meet Me, Bramly on the Frontice near Akaba, and to oceupy
Taba, n spol situated on the westeen shore of the Gulf, at o distance of about,
5 wmiles from the fort of Akaba by water, and about # miles by land.

Instructions were Turther sent to M. Bramly to oceupy Nakb-el-Akaba and
EL thattar, which commnnd the diffiealt mountain passes through whieh the road 1uns
from the const into thy interior of the Sinai Peniusula,

Ihis little Bgyplinn foreo (which up till quite recently was the only nilitary force
iu the Sinni Penifisuin) was dispatehed to Tuba in the Egyptian const-sunrd cruiser
“ Nur-gl- Bl Commuuieations across the desert and mountain ranges of Sinal are
difficult. Tt takes ubout four days to transmit o letter by camel-man from Suez to
Alnbn, - Before theso instruotions reached Mr. Bramly ho had been warned off from
aplace ealled Marashesh by the Turkish Commandant, and had returned to his hiead-
quurters nt Nelchl to report,  On receiph of his instructions, he at onee proceeded to
Taba as fast as cnmels could take him; but on his avrival he found the English
euptain of the * Nur-cl-Bohr,” and the Eygyptian oflicer in command of the detach.
ment which had been hronght to Tabn on board that vessel, in parloy with the
sommander of o urkish foree, who had occupied Taba and who stated categarically
that he had arders to repulse any londing by foree.  As the Eeyptions had instructions
to avoid o conflict unless netunlly fived upon, and as in any case they were not in
siflieient strength to foreo n landing, they were withdeawn to Geziret-el-Favoun, o
swall islond close fo tho woslern coust of the Gulf, and a few miles south of
Tabn, “There a defachinent of twenly-tlve Ezyptian soldiers remained ever since
o vedette,”

b .'m:l-;s between Djarail, on the fiontier near
British troops were to be employed on the

sent to the Governor
voto anticipate the

On the 208h January I was obliged to leave Cairo for Port Sou(lnn_, in order to
open the Nile-Rod Sen Railway. I left Mr Findlay in chargo of Ilis Majes
Ageney in Cairo until my return early in Februavy, ) .

About this time threo strongly-worded telegrams were addressed to the Kledive
‘]I)y the Grend Vizier, and were communieated to Uis Majesty’s Ageney on the 25th

unuary,

¥'s
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appeal on the part of the Bgyptian Government fur the suppurt and assistance of
His Magesty's Government in defending the Canal, for the neutrality of which Egypt
is responsible,

T need not go into the arrangements Yor the selion of the muin body of thoe fleet
wnder Lovd Charles Bevesford, which, during this time, was keph in readiness af
Thalerum.  1¢ is suilicient to say that, in the event of the Sublime Povte having
{ailed to conply with the British demands, plans hagd been wmade for the application
of pressure which could not but have produced mn effect on the  OWeman
Governuent,

Daring the secoud week of May various proposals had beon made to Siv Nicliolus
O'Conor by the Twkish Government, and had heen rejeeted by his Exeelloney s
wnsatisfuetory.

A last effort was made by Turkey to evade the recognition of the vight of 1lis
Majesty's Guvernment to intervens by settling tho question direct with the Khedive,
L'his attempt also Tailed.

On the 13th May the Turkish Ambassador in London communiented to vou o
note, which lad alveady been sent to Sir Nicholas O’Conor, and which had been
considered unsatisfuctory,  You took the opportunity to impress upon Lis Excellency
that it wus ahsolutely necessary that the SBublime Porte should address an official note
to Mis Majesty’s Ambassador, explicitly accepting, as o busis of a joint delimitation
of the castern frontier of Egypt, the line from Bafelr to the head of the Gall of
Akaba,  You added that it was important that such a note should be reocived before
the following morning (the Lath May).

You also pointed cut thal several instances had oceurred of an altempt on the
yurt of Turkey o Ignore the vight of ITis Majesty's Government to inkervene in this
(uestion ; and you (l}ll)“!(l, ns wocass in point, the relusal of the Tuekish officer in
command ot Rufeh fo communicate officiatly with the Capfuin of Tis Majesty’s ship
o Minerva.” A vequest had Dieen made that His Majesty’s Governmont shoold
officinlly vecogniae the suzerainty of the Sultar over Bgypt,  You stated that His
Majesty's Government had never failed o reeognize the suzeriaty ol Mis hmpecial
Majesty, but that if it weve tound that (his suzerninty were incompatible with the
right of His Majesty's Goverument to interfere in Beyptinn affuivs, and with the
British oceupation, the British position in Hgypt would be upheld by the whole fores
of the Tmpire. In conelusion, you impressed upon his Bxeelleney that 1lis Mujesky’s
Government had o intentien of waking the suzerainty of the Sultan over Egypt,
incompatible with the British position in that country, and that it deponded upou Flis
Tmperial Majesty whether it became so.

When the Sublime Porte had received eonnnunication of the substance of the
ahove conversation, it was laid hefove the Sultan, and His lmpervisl Majosty decided
that a note should be immediately addressed to Siv Nicholas ('Conor fully nevepting
ihe demands of His Majesty’s Government.

The terms of this note were approved hy Iuperisl Lradd, and were accopled by
you as sutistactory. Sir Nicholss (¥Conor accordingly addressed o noto to the
Sublime Porte formally acknowledging and tuking asct of theiv aceaptunce of the
British demands. 1 have the honour to iusert Lhe toxt of these two State papors,
by which the protvacied negotintions on the subject of (he eastprn frontier of the
Sinai Peninsuln have been happily brought to a close 1-—

“ Note Verhule,
AL Ambassadeuar, “Le Th Mai, 18006,

“J'ai eu Phonneur do recovoir lan mole gne votes Exeellence o bien voulu
m'éervire le 12 do ce mois concernaut loceupation de Taba,

 Permettes-moi de vous faire observer qu'il n'ust jumads onfré duns la pensdo du
Gouvernement Impérinl de méeonnattra le contenu du télégrammo di § Avril de fen
Djevad Pacha i Son Altesse lo Khédive, Du reste, In communiention quo j'ai ou
Thonneur dadresser b votre Bxcellence le 11 de co mois dtait tout & fait explicite,
L'évacuation de Taba a ¢té décidde, ot les ovdres ont 6té déji donnds on
conséquence.

“711 est entendu que les officiers 4’ Btat-Major an trouvant & Alkaba et les fonotion -
naires qui seront envoyds par Son Altesso lo Khédive se véunivont pour effectuor sur
les licux, et d'aprds les données topographiques, une onqudte technique pour In
ilésignation sur une carte des points de naturs & assarer le maintion, sur ln base du
télégramme préeitd de Djevad Pacha, du statu quo dans In Presqutle de Sinai, et pour
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as Taba), Muelh_, and El Wijh, in the Hedjaz, on the eastern shore of the Gulf of
Akabn.  In this connection it may be observed that, as already stated, the Sinai
Peninsula had been administered by Egypt from of old; and, further, that, as regards
the posts in the Hedjaz, Mchemet Ali was aleeady in possession of them, having saved
Arabin for the Sultan by the suppression of the Wahabi rebellion raised by Baoud.
The suppression of this rebellion was completed by Ibrahim Pasba, eldest son of
Mehemet Ali, in 1518, The grant of the administration of 8inal was therefore merely
a formal recognition of fhe existing state of things. )

The successors of Mcehemet Ali continued to administer this tervitory without
question until the accession of the present Khedive. Of this there is abundant proof
in the Egyptian archives,

On the death of Tewiile Pasha and the accession of his son, Abbas Hilmi Pasha
(the present Khedive), a frésh Firman of Investiture was issucd by the Sultan. Tt
sras noticed that the text of this Firman differed from that of former Firmans, The
object of this difference was apparently to exelude Lgypt from the administration of
the Sinai Peninsula.

After considerable difficulty and correspondence the then Girand Vizier. Jevad
Pasha, addressed o telegram to the Khedive, dated the 8th April, 1822, according to
which the Sultan resumed possession of the posts garrisoned by Egaypt on the Hedjaz
(or enstern) const of the Gulf of Akabe, viz, of El Wijh, Auelh, Dibbah (not to be
confused with Tabn), and Akaba. The telegram ended thus :—

“As rogards the Tor-Sinai Peninsula, the stetus quo is maintained, and it will
be administered by the Khedivate in the same manner as it was administered in
the time of your grandfather, Ismail Pasha, end of your father, Mehemet Tewfik
Pasha.”

As the above-named posts in the Tledjaz recliimed by Turkey were of no
importance to Tgyph, this telegram was considered satisfactory, and was publiely
vead with the Firman of Investiture, of which it has always been considered to Jorm a
complementary part.

However, in order to avoid any possible misunderstanding -as to the meaning of
this telegram, [ addressed o note, dated the 18th April, 1802, to Tigrane Pasha, at
that time Bgyptian Minister for Forcign Affairs, stating that, as his Exeellency was
aware, no alteration could be made in the relations between the Sublime Porte nnd
Egypt without the consent of Ier Majesty's Government. T added—

“The telegram from the Grand Vizier, which your Escelleney has done me the
honour to communicato to me, makes it clear, however, that the Sinai Peninsula—
that is to say, the territory bounded to the east by a line runming in a south-casterly
direction from a point a short distanca to the east of El Arish to the head of the
Gulf of Aknba—is to continue to be administered by Egypt. The fort of Akaba,
which lics to the cast of the line in quostion, will thus form part of the Vilayet of the
Hedjaz.”

This note, which was subsequently approved by Lord Salisbury, was published,
with other correspondence respecting the Firman of Investiture, and copies of the
Tatter and of the Grand Vizier's supplementary telegram, were officially communica ted

.to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople.

This point is of importance, as the eluim of His Majesty's Government to be
entitled to objeet to any alteration of the situation thus created is thereby fully
Justified. .

Copics of the Firman of Investiture and of the annexed telegram were also
communicated to other Vowers, and the Representatives of France and Russia in
Cairo olficially “ tovk act’ of the communication.

‘Prom what T have stated it- will be scen that the soutbern end of the eastern
frontier of the territory administered by Egypt was at Akabn, but excluded the fovt af
that place, Rafeh, at some distance east of El Avish, has always been reeognized as
the point from which this frontier begins on the north.

‘At Ttafch there is o tree, and on each side of this tree there has heen for many
years o marble pillar, marking the Egyptian and Turkish botndary. )

The following passage, which I quote from my Anoual Report for 1005 (“Beypt,
No. 1 of 1906,” p, 15), will serve to give some idea of the state of th.e Sinad Teninsula
up to the end of last year, and of the grounds on whiel it was decided to carvy vut
cerlnin necessary administrative raforms :—

“ Early in 1905 the Bedouins of the Peninsula became very restless. Sevsml
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Inclosure in No. 7.
8ir N. 0'Conor to Tewfik Pasha.

M. le Ministre, Constantinople, May 15, 1908,

I LOST no time in refeing to my Government the note which your
Exeelleney was so good as to nddress to me on the 1dth instant in reply to my note
of the 12th un the subject of thoe oceupation of Taba and delimitation of tho Peninsuly
of Binai.

Tlis Majesty’s Government have received with pleasure your Excellency’s
declaration thng the Sublime Porte does uot question the contents of the telearam
addressed by the deceased Grand Vizier, Djovad Pasha, to s Highness the Khedive
on the 8th April, 1892 ; that the withdrawal of the Imperial troopy from Taba has
been decided upon; and that instructions have heen sent to the Ottoman Stafi’ Officers
now ab Akaba to delimit and recovd on a map, jointly with tho ollicinls to he
appointed by 1is Higlness the Kbedive, tho line of domarention ranning approxi-
mately siraight from Rafeh in a south-easterly dircetion to a point on the Gulf of
Alkaba nob less than 3 miles from Akaba so as to insure the maintonance of the
status quo in tho Sinni Peninsula on the hases of the telegram above montioned of the
Sth April, 1592

On behalf of His Majesty’'s Government T have the honour to take act of the
foregoing deelarations, as also of the declaration of his Highness tho Grand Vizier
that orders have been sent for tho withdrawal of the Ottoman troops into Tnrkish
territory to the east of Rafeh should any have crossed to the ]“-g{'ptiun gide, and
the restoration of the pillars said to have been lately destroyed there, and to
express their satisfactinn at tho soltlement of this question, which cannot fuil to
contribute to the maintenanes and consolidation af those friondly relations which are
0 desicable in tho interests of hoth countries, and which are no less apprecinted by the
Government of my augus: Sovereign than by shat of I-lia]»]mp_(l&rh&l Majesty the Sultan.

[ avail, &,
(Bigned) N..R, O'CONOR.

The Earl of Gromer to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Moy 20.)

(Extract.) Cairo, May 21, 1000,

TN order to wanderstand the somewhat complicated question which has recently
arisen in connection with the frontier of tho Sivai Peninsula, somo knowledgo of tho
previous history of the claim of Egypt to administer the peninaula i necessary.

It eannot be doubted that Tgypt has, s a matter of fuct, been in possession of
this territory for many centuries.

A welkknown Arab geographer and historian, who lived and wroto hetween 1274
and 1382 (Bl Malik Abu-cl-Tida by name), deseribed the castorn frontier of Lgypt as
follows 1—

« Bgypt is bounded on {he cast, from a point on the Balr-el-Kalzam [Red Sea],
opposito Assouan to Izab Kosselr Kalzm [present Hues], to the wandering desort
of the Israclites, and thence turns northwards to tho Mediterrancan at Bafeh of
Bl Arish.”

The position. uf Bgypt in move modern times i hasod muinly on tho Firmana of
1841, confirming Mehemet Ali and his heirs in the possession of the Paghalik, A map
showing tho boundaries of the ferritories which were to he hencoforth rogardod ny
Tgyptinn was drawn up in_duplicate in 1841,  One copy was refained Dby the Porte
and one copy was given to Mohemet Al Thig'map is supposed to have bson lost in o
fire which destroyed u great part of tho Egyptian archives, Who Turkish copy s
oceasionally alluded to by the Porte in corrcspondence, hut, ns far ny I know, no ono
Tas evor scon it, and its oxistenco appears doibtful.  'Tho Turkish Governmont elaims
that, according to this map, the castern frontier of *the privileged Provines of
Begypt” runs from El Avish to Suez,  In addition, however, to the territery defined
in this map (and guamateed by tho Powers), Mehemot AL was smpowered Lo
administer the Sinsi Peninsuls and to hold the posts of Akaby, Dibhalt (not the same
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elinching the rllcgnt'iations, and I obtained from the Grand Vizier an engagement that
I should receive hefore 11 aat. of the following day a weply to my note of the
13th May which wonld be couched in the terms framed in my nate to his Higliness,
and would state tlmt:, tho Sublime Porte did not question the telegram of the e'd:.&pril.
1892, that, .with a view to securing the maintenance of the status qus on the basis of
the nforesaid telegram, a Jolnt Commission would he appointed to make a topo-
graphical survey and a map, and that the boundary would run in a sonth-casterly
dircetion from Rafeh and m an approximately straight line to a Point not less than
8 miles from Akaba. ;

On the {‘ollpwing morning, a little after the specified time, the Minister for
Foreign Affuirs informed me that the Tmperial Tradé lad been issued approving the
note, and an hour later T received the document, which covresponded almost literally
with the draft note I had suggested to the Grand Vizier, and gave full satisfuction 10
the demands of Iis Mnjesty:s Government on all points. )

I had the henour to inform you by telegraph of the reecipt of this reply and of
Its contents, and you were good enongh to instruct mo on the_same day that His
Majosty’s Government considered the note satisfactory, and that in acknowledging its
receipt to the Sublime Porte I was to tuke act of the Tmperial Ottomman Govermnment's
engagoments in respect to the evacuation of the places occupied by the Turkish trongs
in the Sinal Peninsula and the demarcation of tlie boundary, and to add that His
Majesty's Government'a acceptance of the note was conditional upsn the withdrawal
of the Turkish troops from Rafeh to the eastern side of the boundary pillars which
hm'l: been pulled down, and whieh the Ottoman Government lLud undertaken to
restare,

It is very sotisfnotory for me to be able to report that, during the course of these
prolonged negotiations with tlie Porte, the Representatives of all the Great Powers
frequently evinced and gave proof of their good-will towards His Majesty’s Govern-
ment,
'he French Ambassador encrgetically supported my representations at the Porte,
and in many other ways showed his desire to Lo of assistance, while the Wussion
Ambassador, M. Zinoview, veadily expressed his willingness to give me any support [
might require nt the Porte.

The Italinn Chargé d'Affaires, acting, T Dbelieve, partly on instructions from his.
Government, spoke to the Grand Vizier in favour of compliance with our demands.
The German Awmbassador assured me he lad warned the Porte that he considered
they had placed themselves entirely in the wrong by the occupation of Taba; and at
the Conference of the Foreign Representatives to-day in connection with the 3 per
cent. oustoms increase he warmly and publicly congratnlated me on the success of
the negotintions,

The. Austro-Hungarian Ambassador, was absent st Broussa during the later
stages of the controversy, but the Chargé d’Affaires, M. Otto, was throughout
sympathetic in his remarks, .

Tt scerns, happily, almost superfiuous for me to ndd that I experienced the most
cordial good-will on the part of the United States’ Minister.

I have, &e.
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR.

No. 7.
Sir N. O'Cunor to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received May 21.)

Bar, Constantinople, May 15, 1906.
WITH reference to my despatch of the ldth instant, I have the honour to
transmit to you herewith copy of the note which I have to-day addressed to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, taking act on behnif of His Majesty's Government of the
declarations given by the Sublime Porte in their note of the 14th instant with regard
to the several demnnds -formulated by His Mojesty's Government in connestion with
the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops from Tabsa nnd the demsrcation of the Turco-
Egyptian dary,
g boundary I have, &e.
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR.

[621] D2
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demarcation of the fesntior on the hasis of a ling from Rafeh to Akaba, and was, more-
over, obviously designed to exclude our intervention in auy arrangement which mighs
be come to betweon the Heyptian and Turkish Governmeoents,

The Grand Vizier sent word to me the same uvening that the evacuation of Tula
aud the other places oceupied by the Turkish troops had ulruml_\! commenced, et
that he Lad vequested the Khedive to appoint Delegates to ascertein, in concert with
the Turkish Commissioners, the strict limits of the Egyptinn Administration and
jointly to reeord the result of their inquiries. )

1 considered that the contents of the note which I had just received from the
Porte, asserting tho Sultan's sovereignty and contesting thu_Klm(livu's administrative
rights in the Sinal Teninsula, but avoiding to givo thu specifle deelaration which His
Mujesty's Government desived, was unsatisfactory, .nntl certuin ‘to 1(:9.(1 to tresl
difffeulties in proceeding with 'the work of demarcation, T therefore informed the
Grund Vizier that I could nob accept the note, and that I had your authority to say
that, unless our demand were fully eomplied with within the period specilicd in my
note of the 8rd May, we chould present others, and be reluetuntly compelled to Lake
our own measures to enfurce thuem.

T wns ulso of opinion that thecommunication of the Sublime Porto slinuld not be left
unanswered, nnd accordingly, having received your anthorization o do s by telegraph,
T addressed & note in reply to the Minister for Foreign Atluirs, duted the 12th May,
copy of whicl, as well as of the note from the Sublime Porte of the 11th May, wus
forwarded in my despatch of the 12th instant. .

In this reply T expressed regrot that the officinl communication from the Sublime
Torte appenred Lo ignove the provisions of the Vizirinl telegramol the Sth Apeil, 1802,
und the rights thereby eonferred upon His Highness tho JKledive, T said that a
forma! delimitation of the frontier based on a line vanning in an approximately straight
line from Raleh south-east to the head of the Gulf of Akaba was now more hmporative
sha ever, and T dwelt on the absolute necessity of the Imperinl Ottoman Government
aceepting definitely beforo the expiry of the preseribed period the demands formulated
in my note of the dsd May.

‘A Council of Ministers was held at the Palaeo on tho 18th May to diseuss tho
whole question, and although L was able to keep in communication with them through
tho Acting Tirst Diagoman of His Majesty’s Embassy, 1 foiled to obtain satisfactory
assuranees that they would recommend to the Sultan that the boundary of the
peninsula should be marked from Rafeh or any other fixed pointon tho Mediterrancan
const to the hewd of the Galf of Akaba.

Tho CGirand Vizier had previously informed ma that the Tarkish troops which had
oceupied Taba and a1l the other places i the nelghbonrhood Lad heen withdeawn to
Aknba, nnd my cfforts were now concenbrnted on obtaining from the Ottoman
Government o written declaration that the demarention of the frontier would be on
the basis of a line drawn om Refeh to Aknbn.

In the course of the 14th May I recived two furthee notes from the Sublime
Taorte, huf owing to their unsatisfactory character 1 thought it ndvisnble and in the
host Interests of Lioth countries to dockine to aceept the proposals they contained, and
I thorefore returned the notes to the Minister 1!:0\' Toroign Alfairs,” By this timoe £
was in possession of your telegiam giving an aceount of your conversation with the
Parkish Ambassndor, in the course of which you had informed bis Excelloney that
the settlement of the question now entirely depended wpon thy Sublime Lorto
returning an official reply to my note explicitly neeepting fho ling from Rateh to the
head of the Gulf of Akatu as the hasis of n joint demarcation of the bouzdary, nod
instructing me to communicate to tho Grand Vizier tho statement whiel you had
made to Musurus Pasha to the ellect that His Mujesty's Government were dotormined
to put lorware their whole force to uphold the British position in Iigypb wndl their
right to intervene in Bgyptinn afluirs, bub that they did not intend 1o makn their
position incompntible with. tho Sultaw's suzorainty over the country unless His
Imperinl Mojosty himself mado it so,

Avmed with these instractions, T decided to mnke o final effort to induco tho
Ottoman Government to comply with the demands of 1lis Majosty’s Government and
to scouro an amicablo seltlement of the disputo beforo the oxpity of the poried of
wrnee, and with this end in view I called lmt!h oa the Grand Visier nnd the Minister
for Toreign Allairs ducing tho evening aud night of tho 18th, and I loft with the
Inttor & résumé in French of the observations which you had mnde to tho Purkish
Ambasgsador, )

Tinally, after o prolonged discussion, lusting late into the night, I sueceeded in
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been more seriously tried by the news which arrived

Majesly’s ship Minerva” “that the pillars which marked the Turco-Egyptian
voundary 2t Rafeh had been pullet down and that Turkish solders werg t:uc.al;ped at
swme disteuce to the west ou the Tgyptian side of (e frontier.

Ou the 2 inatant T recoived your telezraphic instructions, aud on the following
day i presented to the Minister for Foreign Affairs the note, eopy of which was
fuclosed in wy despateh of the vl instant, requiring full compliance with the demands
of Bls Mijesty’s Government within a period of ten days.

No responsive move on the part of the Sublime Borte, followed the presentation
of tho noie, I'“‘lt I soon had indieations that the reports which had arrived of the
waval and military measures adopted by His Majesty's Government had not been
without elfect in Constantinople as well as in Cairo.’

1 began to receive private messages from the Palace with the ohject partly of
diverling the question from the points immediately at issue, and partly no doubt in
the hope of arriving at a settlement on more agreenble terms than those exucted by

from the Captain of His

Hiy Mujesty's Governmont. But I felt convinecd that it was most important, for
various rensons, thut the negotintions should be conducted strietly through the proper
otfieial ebannel, T did vot besitate to brush aside these overtures, and I meed mot
dwell upon them further, boyond remarking that they were principally concerned with
the prestige of the Khalifate and the security of the Holy Places, issuss which in some
degres were no doubt alfected by the confliet whicl the Ottoman Government had so
wantonly provoked. When, however, theso messages were £)llowed at a later stage
by a request from the eame quarter for a fresh recognition by His Majesty's Govern.
ment cf the Bultnn's sovereignty over Egypt, I replicd that the moment was
oxeeedingly ill-chosen for asking His Majesty’s Government to make any such
declaration, but still I did not depart from' the sttitude of forhearance which His
Majesty’s Govarnment had so consistently displayed thronghout the negotiations, and
continued to sbrive for an amicable and diplomatic settlement while making it clear to
the Porte that we were determined to insist upon the Ottoman Government respecting
the rights and privileges of the Egyptian Government as dettned by Treaty.

L therefore decided to await the result of & Council of Ministers which Lad been
summoned ta diseuss the question,

For some days the Porte yemained silent, and I had reason to believe that during
this period fresh overtures wers made at Cairo with a view to inducing Fiis Highness
the Xhedive to reopen divect negotiutions with the Imperial Ottoman Government ;
hut these efforts were unsuccesstul, as the Government of the Khedive replied that
they had nothing to add to their previous declarations,

On the 10th May I reesived a visit from Lewfik Pasha, who, acting under instruc-
tions fromn the Sultan, informoed me that the status quo ante would be re-established in
the Sinai Peninsula and the Turkish troops withdrawn from Taba,

I nsked his Exceilency whether this also implied the evacuation of Marashesh,
Bl Gattar and Nakb-el-Akaba and the other pluces ocoupied by the Ottoman troops.
Ho said that ho presnmed that this would be so, as his instructions wers to inform me
that the swwtus guo would be restored, but he would make inquiries on this point and
give mo a definite answer later. Personally he did not believe that there were any
troops in those places,

I explained to his Excellency that it was in order to be able to report to you
exactly how matters stoud that I had asked the question, but that I must make
it clear to him that His Muajesty’s Government were resolved to insist that the
Tuarco-Bgyptian frontier should be demarcated in the menner laid down in the noto
which I had nddressed to his Excellency on the 3ed May, and that the assurances
whicl ho had just given me were, in tho ciroumstances, absolutely inadequate. I
felt thet the womoent had now come to solemuly warn the Imperial Governmont
of the inoreasing gravity of the situntion, and I took the opportunity to tell the
Minister for Forcign Affairs that unless a satisfactory settlement were renched by the
following Sunday it was impossible for me to say what further demands His Mnjesty’s
Governmoent might he obliged to prefer or what consequences might ensue on the
failuro of the Imperial Ottoman Government to comply with our requirements.

Tatoron in the duy L received a visit from the Grand Vizier, who made proposals
of a very similar character to those of the I\'Iimstel: for Poreign Affairs, and I gave
his Higliness the same answer as I had returned to .lus collcugue: .

Un tho following day, the 13th instant, T reccived o note from the Minister for
Foreign Affairs in reply to the one whicl I had addressed to him on the 8rd. It
pmvud[tn ho quite inadmissible, as it did not offer to comply with our demuq%for the
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Allow me to observe to you that it wever er red the aonght of tho Tmperinl
Government - to ignore the contents of the toele m af 7o Sth Apeil of Lhe lnte
Djevad Pasha to His Highness the Ihedive, esides, 0 cornmuniention which 1
had the homour to nddrese to your Ea lraey on fae THEL instant was guite
cxphicit.  The evacuation of Talan has oo de e wpon, and the orders have
alveady been given in consequence. ‘ -

It s agreed that the Staff olficers ob Aku}v and the officials who shall he
sent by His Highness the Khedive shall n\i;(}L Jlk.l‘\‘(,l‘m' in uQuut o the spot, and in
secordancs with topographicnl dat, a techuieal inquiry for markiagon a tap the pointy
calenlpted o insure the nmintenance, on the basis of the abuve-mentioned telegmm
of Djevad Pnsha, of the status quo in the Sinaitic .L’un.inmlu, and in ordev o deaw
the line of demarcation starting at Rafeh, neas Bl-Avish, ned vunning towaels the
south-enst in an approximately straight line as far as o point o the Galf o
Alknba, at least 3 miles distant from Akaba. .

The views expressed in the above-montioned communication of your Excelleney
are thus fully renlized, .

Tn hegging your Exeelloney to e so good as to communients the ahove to
London, we trust that the Government of 1Tis Majesty the King will see in it o Fresh
proot of our keen desire to maintain at all times our 1'.uln,!,imm onon l"nul.in;f of the
most completo cordinlity. In conveying to us, on ity side, anexprossion of ita full
satisfaction, it will itself hnve given proof of the valua which it attaches by the
preservation and to tho strengthening of tho good relations which so happily oxist
hotween the two Biates,

I hiave, &e.
(Signed) TEWFIK,

No. 6.

Sir N. O’ Conor to Sir Edward Grey.-—{ Recelved Muy 21.)

Bir, Constantinaple, May 14, 1904,
THT rote of the 14th instant signed by the Ministor for Voreign A.ffnivs, copy
of which I had the honour to inelose in my immedintely preeeding dospateh of
to-day's date, stating (hat the Impmial Ottomnn Goversmend neeepl the entire
demands of His Majesty’s Government, and agres Lo evaoando Taba, to oro the
status quo ante in the Sinai Poninsuls, and to demarento the frantier, which s to ran
from Raleh in a south-costerly divoction and in an approximutely straight line to s
point not less than 8 wiles from Aknba, maks tho satisfaotory conolusion of the
third stage of the protracted negotintions to which the Alawha invidont has given rise,

Tn tho brief histovieal review of this question which T had the honowe to submit
to yon in my despateh of tho Srd instant T showed thab the negolislions hud up
to that date heen divided into two distinet phases. Tho fleat was oseupied by the
representations mads hy Tlis Mnjusty's Hmbassy to thy Haohlimae Torte to socure
the withdrawal of the Purkish troops from Palin nd the ollior places oveupied by
them whioh wers hetieved to o on Bgyplian torvitory pending the appointmont of »
joins Turco-Egyptinn Commisdon to delimitate: the frontier L second stage marks
the transfer of tho foous of interest from Constantinople to Caivo ay tho result of the
decision of the Imperinl Oltoman Government Lo {ntrust the sebtlumont of the question
to Moukhtar Pasha, who was specinlly instracted o onter into diveot negotintions with
the Egyplian Government,

T need not vevert to the prapesterous pretonsions puv forward by Moukliar Pasha
on hehalf of tha Tmpevial Llio\'lérnmunt i respech of tho boundnries of the Sin
Poninsula and the interprotation of the Vizivial tolegram of the 8t Apeil, 1802 ; it is
snificient to say that 1."huy were of sueh n charneter as to vrendor futilo all Purther
disoussion between the Clovernmont of the Khedive and the Sublime Dorte, and, as o
natural consequence, to rebumsfer the negotintions to Constuntinopls in a somowhab
aggravated form,

During the fow days which elupsed while T was obinining your approval to
the terms of tho note which His Mujesty's Govornment desived should Dy addressed to
the Sublime Porte, T had soveral interviews with tho Cirand Visier and the Minister
for Toreign Affnirs, but my offorts o arvive at o satinfnelory setlloment remuained
.without effect, In tho meantimo, the pationce of Mis Majesty's Clovernment had
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present moment in regard to the serious difficaliy
regard to Taba would only perpstuate friction and give rise to dangerous complications
botween Iis Mujesty's ‘Government and the Tmperinl Ottowpan Government, with
whom they are desirous of maintaining friendly relations, and that it is impc«mﬁ,vc in
the inferests of the prescrvation of these good relations, that the Imperial Governmunt
should, hefore the expiration of the delay notified to your Excellency in my note
of the 8rd instant, agreo dofiniteiy to comply with the demands formulated in my
above-mentioned note, and categarically statod in this present eomumannication,
T avail, &e.
(Signed) N. RQeo

which bas unfortunately arisen in

No. b,

Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Receired Mey 21

8ir, Constantinoply, May 14, 1906,

SINCE writing my despatch of the 12(h instant, T have reseived two untes
feom the Minister {or Foreign Alfuirs respecting the Turce- un frontier
mestion ; the fimst of which, however, was of s vague and indefinite o elwracter and
the second o incomplote in vegard to the engagorents whish the Traperial Otisman
Government were prepared to take for ihe settlement of the boundary, that I thought
the best course would he to retuen thons hath to the Parte.

This morning T veceived a third note, and 1 have now the hanour to trnsmit
o you herowith copy of this official communication irom the Tmperiil Ottoman
Government which boors date of to-day,

=

T have, &e.
(Sigmed) N. R, O'CONCR,

Tuclosure: in No. 5.

Tewtik Pashu to Jir N, G Conor,
NP Ambnssndenr, A 13 Mai, 1904

J'AT ea Phonaenr de recevoir 1s nole que votre Exeellence a bien vaniy a'derire
Ie 12 de o mols coneroant Uneenpation de Taba,

Pormettez-moi de vous faire obscrver qu'il west jamais enteé daus la pemsée du
Gouvernement Jmpérial de mécenmitee le wontenu du tilégramme da & Aveil de
foa Djeved Pasha i Son Allesse te Khddive, Du reste, la communieation que j'ai eu
Phonnear d'ndresser & votre Excellenes o 11 de ee rmois otait tout 3 fait explicite,
Lévacuntion de ok u 866 décidie et los urdies ont 8¢ déja donnés en conséquence.

L1 est entendu que les officiers d*Blat-Major se trowvaut & Alaha ot les fono-
Livuuaires qui goront envoyds par Son Abtesse le Khédive se rénnirant pour effectuar
sur lew lioux et dapros les donndes topogmphiques, upe cnynéts tecbnique pour la
désignation sur nue epste des peints de natwe & assurer lo maintien sar b base du
Wligramme pricité de Bjovl Tasha du stitu que duns Je. Presqu'ile de Sinnd o
our tracer i Hgne de dérarcaiion & pactie de Rateb, pros o' k1 Amich, ot ellant vy
;u sud-esh on une ligne upproxiontivement divecte jusgu'd un point sur le “olte 'ikaba
v une distanes d'an motns 8 willes Akada,

Lew vuee exprimdes dans Ia commusieation précitde de votre Bxeellonce se
trouvent ainsi plaasment réalisdos, .

B prisnt voire Exeellenes da voulsie biew communiquer ee gui précéde d
Londres, nows capdrons que lo Gouvernemens do Sa Majestd le Roi ¥ verrs une
nouvelle preuve de noire vit désir de maintendr toujours nes relations sur ¢ pied do la
plus porfaite cordialits. o nous exprimant, de son’ cts sa pleine satisfuction, il nous
anra témeigné lui-mbéme du prix qu'il aftachie A Ja conser vabion et au raffermissement
des ous rapports qui existent si henreusoment entee los deus K

veuillez, &e.
(Bigné} TEWFLK.,
{Translptiow.)
ML PAmbassadewr, May 14, 1906,
THAVE bad the omwour to weecive the vow which your Bxeellunsy was good
enowgh to wrilte to we on the 12th instant respecting the veeupation of 'aba,
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Tnelosure 1 in No, 4.
Temfik Pasha to Sir N. 0'Conor.

M. 1' Ambassadenr, Sublime Porle, le 11 Mad, 1806,

J'AT en Phonnenr da recevoir la nate quo votre Exeellence 2 bien voulu m'advesser
lo 8 Mai relativement & I'ocoupation de Taba. ]

Je tiens tout d'nbord d déelaror gque, si lo Gouvernement Tmpérial a envoyé des
troupes dans ces parages, o'était uniquement ponr ¥ maintenir le stefu quo cb sanve-
garder los dvoits sonveraing do I'Hmpire, on y omp chaut In construction de corpa de
garde et antres dlifiens par les nutoritds Fgyptiennes, comnie lo brnit, en avait courn,

Mais du moment que des assarances formellos ui sont données qu'aucune pareitle
jutention no subsiste, le Gouvernement Impérinl # déoidé do faire rentrer ces troupes
dans lours anelons cantonnementa,

Aussi, des communivations ont-elles été faites & Hon Allvase le Khédive afin que
les nutoritds Fgyptiennes nient i s'entendre avee lo Commandant of les deux offiaiers
&'Ltat-Major s teouvant sur les lienx pour romettre les choses en lour ancien état, et
aviser d'un commuy accord aux moyens dassurer lo maintien striote du statu guo.

Venillez, &o.
(8ignd) THWRIK,

. (Pronslution.)
M. PAnbassadear, Sublime Porfe, May 11, 1008,

T HAVE bad the honour to receive the notw which your Bxecllenoy was good
enough ta addvess 1o me on the 3rd instant relaiive to the ovenpation of Tahs,

T mmst, in the fivst insfance, stato that if tho Imperial Guverninent hins sent troops
to that district it was with the sole infention of maintaining the status gue and
protesting the sovereign rights of the Bupive by proventing the venstruction there of
guard-houses and other huildings by the Bgyptian muhorities, as roporfed.

But us soun as formal assuranees wero given (o it thal no such infention existed,
the Imperial Government deeided to withdrow theso M‘OO})R to thair old cantonments,

Cowmunications have aocordingly boen made to His Highnoss the Khedive in
arder that the Egyptian anihorities should como to an agreemont with the Commandant
and the bwo Staff offieers on the spot b owder to restora matbers to theiv old stute, axd
to cobsalt fogether ns to the means of insuring tho sirict muintenance of the
status (uo.
have,

L . &o
(Migned) TUWPLE,

Inolosure 2 in No. 4,
Sir No (P Canor to Pewfik Pasha,

M. le Ministre, Conslantinople, May 12, 1006,

1 HAVE the lonour {0 acknowledge receipt of the note of yealerday's date
which your Exceelleney has been goud enough to address to me on thoe sabjeot of the
ocenpation of Taba.

In reply. Tbave to cspress my regrel Uhat the Tmperial Governmont should in
this offivial communication ignoro thy provisious of the tolegram addrossed on the
8th April, 1502, by the Grand Visier to the Khedive, in virtue of whioh the
administration. of the Siualtic Peninsuln iy confided to ks Highness the Khedive,
or should question His Highness' vight to ocoupy s place in tho Peniusula, within
which Tabu is indisputably situated.

The wording of your Fxeellenoy’s note, and tho ocenrrence of inidonts of
this nature, to which His Mojesty's Goverumend eannot be indifforent, rondor more
than ever necessary the formal delimitation of the boundury of the Peninsule, based on
o line running from Rafeh approximately straight in a south-castorly divoction to the
head of the Gull of Akabn; a definite nasurance 8 therofore required from. the
Imperial Governmeut that this houndary line will le surveywl and flxed by a Joint
Carmmission appointwd by the Tmperial Governnent and Lis Highnoess the Rhedive of
Lgypt, and marked upon a map propared by the Juint Commissioners

It must be evidont to your Bxeelloncy that any vagueness of expression sb the
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Inclosure in No, 3.

Sir N. O'Conor to Tewfik Pasha,

M. le Miniskre, Cunstuntinople, Muy 3, 1906,

YOUR Excellency is doubtless aware that by its note verbale of the 13th April,
1892, the Imperial Ministry for Toreign Affairs wns good enough to transmit to this
Embassy a copy of the Pirman of Investiture granted on the 27th Shaahan, 1309, to
His Highness Abbas Hilmi Pasha, Khedive of Egypt, together with a copy of the
telegram addressed on the 26th March, 1308 (the Sth April, 1802), by Jovad Pasha,
then Grand Vizier, to His Highness on the subject of the Sinaitie Peninsula. In
virtue of these instruments that peninsule is to be administered by the Khedivate in
the same manner as it was sdministered by Abbas Hilmi Pasha's predecessors,
Tewfik Pasha and Ismail Pasha.

Notwithstanding this provision, the Imperial Government has ocoupied Taba
with o military force, which it refuses to withdraw, though repeatedly requested to do
50, and though Tuba is indubitably situnted within the territory the administration of
which is vested in His Highness the Kledive.

Both the substance and tone of the Grand Vi
Khedive have made further negotintions at Cairo
the frontier put forward in the Grand Vizier
admitted, they would seriously prejudice the posi
Egypt. Negotiations have now

zier’s communicetion to the
impossible. The contentions as to
s reply are quite inadmissible; if
tion as regards the Suez Canal and
been prolonged over several weeks mot only without
progress, but with increasing claims on the part of the Porte, to the prejudice of the
administrative frontier of Eaypt.

Tho Imperial Govermment is well a
remain indifferent in presence of any act
Egypt, nor view without concern an
Highness the Khedive as defined
force,

I have consequently the hononr to inform your Excellency that I have received
from His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs instructions to
request that the Ottoman Government will agree to the demarcation of the line from
Rafeh to the head of the Gulf of Akaba on the basis of the aforesaid telegram of
the 8th April, 1892, and that, pending such demarcation, Taba shall be evacuated.

Further delay must inerease the difficulties of the situation, and I am therefore

to add that if this request should not lave been complied with within & period of ten
days, the position will hecomo grave.

ware that His Mnjesty’s Government cannot
tending to ecircumscribe the territories of
y violation or iufringement of the rights of His
and established in the Acts and 'Freatics now in

T avail, &ec.
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR.

No. 4,

Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 21.}

Sir, Constantinople, May 12, 1906,
WITH reference to the telegraphie correspondence which has l/utely passed
bistween His Majesty’s Embassy and the Foreign Office with reference to the Turco-
Egyptian frontier question and the occupntion of Taba by Turkish troops, I have the
honour to transmit herowith copy of the noto on these subjects which I received on
the 11th instant from the Sublimo Porte, together with a copy of the note which I have
to-day addressed to tho Minister for Foreign Affnirs in reply to the communication

from the Tmperial Ottoman Government,
I have, &e, '
(Signed) N. R. O'OONOR.
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{he whole duration of the negotintions, that nothing short of measures which would
canvince fhe Porte of Ilis Majesty's Government's resolute. intention to have recourse,
if necessary, to force would ennble us to settle this question in a sutisfuclory manner.

Phe Ottoman Government meantime, in their anxioty to avoid the pressure which
wis being fiut upon them here, changed their tactics, and decided to refer the Repurt of
the Turkish Comenissioners Lo Moukhtar Pasha, with instructions that he should discuss
the matter with the Khedive, His Majesty’s Government did not object to this
procedure on the understanding thal Moukhtar Pasha’s appointment as Imperial
Commissioner to discuss this quustion with the Kgyptinn Government were officially
notified to the Khedive, This was done, and in the uegotintions which ensued
Moukhtar Pasha put forwerd pretensions as to the boundnries of the Sinai Porinsula
and the interpretniion of the Vizirial telegram of the Bth April, 1892, which were
found absolutely inadmissible. According Lo the Ottoman Governments clnim, the
Peninsln of Sinai consisted only of the territory lying south of a line drawn directly
from Akaba Lo Suez, and the boundaries between Bgypt and Turkey were lines drawn
from Rafeh to Suez, and from Buez to Akabn, A cowpromise was hinted at by
Moukbtar Pasha, by whose orders it is not clear, of a froutier trom Ras Mohammed
to El Avish,

After consultalion with the Barl of Cromer, His Highness the Khedive addressed a
reply to the Grend Vizier, pointing oul that the Eg_yptin‘n (}.nverument ltoolc its stand
upon the Vizirial telegram of the gth April, 1892, as forming pard ull the Firmans
regulating the relations between Egypt and Turkey, and could only admit the interpre.
tation given to that telegram in the letfer addressed by the B_rltmh Consul-General to
the Tgyptian Minister for Torcign Affairs on the 13th April, 1802, The message
suggested as o basis for a solution the resurvey of the fronticr line between Rafeh and
Akaba, with a view to deciding any doubts which might exist as to tho relative position
of certain places near thas line, and the reversion to tho status quo previous to the recent
ocenpation of Taba by the Imperinl troops.

The Grand Vizier replied to the Whedive’s messago on or about tho 22nd April in a
communjcation which practically asserted the claim of the Sultan to interpret the
Vizirial telegram of the 8th April, 1802, in the maoner he pleased, and maintained
that the Gulf of Akaba and sl but the western side™ of the Sinai Peninsuln were
excluded from the temitary defined by the Tmperial Firman,

The message was of such o characler ag lo preclude any veply being eent by
he Khedivial Government, or, indeed, any possiblity of the continnance of negotiations
at Cairo.

There was no longer any doubt that the Ottoman Giovernment were trifling both
with Tis Majesty’s Government and the Governmont of the Khedive, and it was evident
that the question could only be settled by divect prossure ot (Jonstantinople,

A few days, however, were allowed to elapse during which eurnest ondeavours wore
made by me both nt the Palace and ab the Porte in the feini, hopoe of persunding the
Tmperial Government even b the eleventh hour to agree to the ronsonable demands of
1is Majesty’s Government, These ropresontations were attended with no vesults, and
the paticnce of Mis Mujesty’s Government being oxhausted, | reccived on the
30th April your instructions to address an olficial note to the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, informing the Ottoman Government that ten days would be given them to
comply with our demands, failing which the situation would become grave,

I have, &e.
(8iynod) N. . O'CONOR.

No. 8.
Sir N. O Conor lo Sir Edwerd Greyo—(Reccived May 8.)

s ] Constantinople, May 8, 1906,

1 FTAVE the lionour o transmit herawith copy of the noto relative to the Turco- .
Tgyptinn fronbier question and the oecupation oﬁy Tubn by Purkish troops, whieh I
have to-dny addressed and delivored, in nceordance with your instruotions, to the
Ottoman Minister for Forcign Affairs,

I have, &o.
(Bigned) N. R. O'CONOR.
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by the Palace to the Turkish Commissioners,
reccived from the Egyntian Government,

On t}\e 2nd March I had a lengthy audience of the Sultan, in which I raised
the question of the Turco-Egyptian frontier, I pressed His Majesty to muthorize the
Turkish Commissioners to place themselves in communication with the Khedivial
nutlshontles, qnd lt,o ive orders for the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops from the
points occupied in the Sinai Peninsula as a condition preliminary to the inquiry, in
which both sides must participate. T laid stress on the official character of the
telegram of the 8th April, 1802, as being a supplement to the Firman of Investiture
of the precent Khedive, and 1 produced o map to show that the places oceupied by
the Tutkish troops were unquestionably on the Egyptian side of the houndary. :

Beyond the fact that the Sultan repeatedly maintained that e had no intention of
questioning the telegram of the Hth April, 1892, or the other Firmans and Conventions
with Egypt, his reply to my representations was estremely unsatisfactory, as His Majesty
maintained that he could come to no decision as to the withdrawal of his forces from the
places in dispute until he had veceived the Heport of his Delegates on the spot. He
begged that [ would not press this point, but allow the negotistions with his Ministers
to follow their natural course,

Finding that His Imperial Majesty seemed to consider that our action ot the
Turco-Egyptian frontier harboured some aggressive design upon Akaba, which, owing to
its proximity to the Holy Places of Islam, and the projected constroction of a lbranch
line of the railway to counnect with the Hedjaz Pilgrim line was a position of vital
;rppor.tmlace, I was at pains to give such assurances as would dispel this impression from

is mind, .

On the 4th March the twn Tarkish Commissioners left Cluiro for Beyrout, whenee
they were to proceed to Akaba, and although the circumstances ot their visit and their
sudden departure were not calenlated to inspire confidence in the loyalty of the assur-
antes given to His Majeaty's Embassy, time was allowed for them to reach Akaba.
When, however, na proposals for a joint delimitation followed, the conclusion was forced
upon our minds that the Ottoman Government were abusing the patience of His
Majesty's Government and trifling with the question at issue.

In the meantime, confirmation was received at Cairo of the continued occupation of
Taba, Bl Galtar, and Marashesh by the Turks, and information began to reach this
Timbassy of the dispatch of troops from Damascus and-other towns in Syria to reinforce
those posted on the Egyptian frontier,

Several further interviews which I had with the Grand Vizer aud the Minister for
Forelgn Atfairs were without result, and it was becoming evident that we were nearing
the time when further representations would be useless and the resources of diplomacy
exhausted.

On the 21st March the T'whish Ambassador in London made a communication to
you of a very unsatisfactory character, to the effect that the Ottoman Govcrament held
that it was unnecessary to send officisls from Egypt to inquire into the Akabn frontier
quesiion, that Taba was a dependency of Akaba, and that therefore no objection could
be taken to the presence there of a Turkish force. Upon this you instructed me to
make strong representations to the Ottoman Government demanding the evacuation of
Taba and the other posts in the Sinai Peninsula, and to give the Sublime Porte to
understand that the unfavourable impression created by the last message had made it
neeessary for His Majesty’s Government to consider what mensures they would adopt
if the Imperial Government maintained their present attitude.

Hor some days T reccived no angwer to the representations which I at once made to
the Sublime Porte on the receipt of the foregoing insiructions, but on the 26th Mavch
the Giand Vizier informed me that the Ottoman Commissioners had only reached
Akaba five days before, and that their Report was daily expected., .

Further ({e]ny in replying to our demands oceurved owing to the interruption of the
telegraphic service, and [ somewhat relucianily agreed to swait for a few days more the
result of the meoting of the Council of Ministers convoked nt the Palace Lo discuss
the Report of the Ottoman Commissioners, i .

The Report was received on the 2nd April, I gathered that from our point of
view {¥ was eminently unsatisfactory, and I found myself obliged to warn the Oltoman
Government that, unless our demands were complied with, 1 should be compelied to
report to you that it wns mere waste of time to endeavour to arrive bere ata settlemcent
by diplomatic means. . X

1 did not conceal from you ok 1his stage the conclusion, to whieh Thad beenreluetantly.
driven by the tergiversations and procrastination of the Ottoman Government glr?uglu-nl

[621] :

and remarked that no complaint had been
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The Grand Vizier, to whom | showed a copy of the map indieating the respective
positionz of Taba and Akuba, eontented himselt b.y waininining the distinction betwoen
the * privileged ™ territory of Egypt and the Sinai _Pemmuln. ]

Abant this ime news arrived that the Turkish troops had oecupied other places
presumed to be in Egyptian territory, and, npon hearing that the _L‘,omnmmlnnt at Akaba
had also demanded the withdrawal of the Byyptian Lroops {rom Faroun Talund, 1
ventured 1o suggest the immediate dispateh of a Dritish ship (3f war o that logalit_y.
Tlis Majesty’s ship “ Diana” was ordered to proceed to the Gulf of Akaba withous
delay, and o further mention was made, either here or at Cairo, of the right of the
Egyptian troops to remain at Faroun, ) . . o

On sending to the Palnce to axcertain the cesult of the Military (.o‘lmml which wan
held on the 14th February, I found the Sultan in 1 vnsl uncompromising mood.  Hiy
Tmperial Majesly contended that the places ocenpied by his troops were not within the
{erritory administered ly Baypt iu virtne of the Firmans, and that he regretted thal the
question of delimitation liad ever been raised. He alwo denied that any ageression had
Leen committed by his troops.

I was wi first at a loss to understand the reason of the Sultan’s attitade, hut 1
suhsequently di

o

iseavered that it was due to some confuged impression that the Agreement
in regard to the Binaitic Peninsula of the 8th April, 1892, haid been limitad by a previeus
Artangement whereby the administrutive boundavy between Turkey und Exypt was to
run in a siraight line from Ras Mohammed fo Bl Arish,  Titis view was, as Ford Cromer
al cnee pointed out, eutirely ervoncous and inadmissible, as Lh»:' 1'01(', e of the
gth Apil, 1802, had superceded all previous ariangements and negolintions,

On the 17th February 1 received o conciliatury message from the Sultan, in which
he stated that Monkhtar Pasha hind duclared Wabu to be o dependency of Akabm, and
1he Turkish Commandant of the latter place hed reported that Tuba, as well as the
other places whese oceupation we had complained of, were within the Ottoman
houndary; but as it wes poesible that they might be mistaken on this point, Il
Imperial Maj proposed 1o send a Commission composest ot Ultoman offieinls
{0 make inguirics on the spot, and if the result of their investigation were to cstablish
the fact that the places oreupied by the Tarkish ireaps were inchuled in the
territory under the adwinistration of Keypt, orders would be gieen for them to D
evacuated,

1 seut a reply to this message to the cffeet that if the Outtoman froops were
previonsly withdrawn from the places which we mainteined  were exelusively under
Egyptian administmtion, and provided that the Feyptinn Government, weve also
represented on the proposed Commigsion, I would resummoend to This Mnjesty’s Groverns
ment that, pending tie resuls of the inguiry, the places should nol be oeanpied by
Egyptian iroops, .

On the 10th Feliruary I was toformed by the Minialer for Woreign Affairs that 1le
Sultan had sent telegraphic orders to Moukutar Pagl to proceed from Cairo Lo Alnba
te inquire into the boundary question, 1 demurred to the selection of thiy offieer, and
pointed ont that the Commission must be v wixed one and the inquiry bilateral.
Tewfk Poshia said he presmmed that this would be the case, though be admitted that
nothing had been said D this sense st the Pulaee,  Me added thet orders had been sent
to Aknba that the Bygyptian troops on the leand of Faroun were wot (0 be infuefered
with, and asked the reasons for Uie prosence of Wis Majesiy's ship = Diane " in the
Gulf, 1 replied that she had been sunt Lhere s o precuntionaey measnre, and without
hostile intention, and that there were no reasoms for her withdrawal,

Eventually the Sultan, vecognizing the validity of our oljections to the appoinhnonl
of Moukhtar Pasha, seat me a tarther message 1o sy that L did uob question the
Arrangement ol the Rth April, 1842, and that Lwo officers from Constoutinople would fie
sent 18 Joint Commissioners, ind that the untter woukl be dizenssed at a Counci! of
Ministers which was Lo bo helil at onee at the Prlnee, 1§ expressed satistuetion ab these
assurances, hut again insisted on the withdrawal of the Turkish troops fram the pluees
in dispute s o necessary preliminary to the inyuiry.

Pwo Staff Ollicers, appointed tu net a5 Tmperial Delegales on the Bouandnry
Commission, lett Constantinople for Alexandrin on the 20th February, On arrival
at Cairo they lodged in Moukhiar Pashw's howse, and held no eonmuniention with
any member of the Egyptian Government, or with s Majesty’s Agent gud Consul-
General,

Acting on your instructions, | mude representations to the Grand Visior, urging
(hat the Turkish officers should be authovized to negotinle al onee with the ligryprisn
Governmenut,  His Highness, however, dinclaimed knowledge of the imtrovtions iven
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Khedive with a request for explanations, To this message the Khedive replied, densing
that there had been any trespass on Ottoman territory, asd urging that a Turkish
Commissioner should he appointed to discuss the question of a proper Jelimitation of
the Turco-Egyptian fronticr, and endeavour to setzle the matter with Delegate: named
by the Bgyptian Government, =

The Qttoman Government rejected this proposal
the Khedive that the Sublime Ports would not n
question of frontier involved, but merely an encroac
could not be tolerated.

) ‘The nrrival of an Egyptian gun-bont at Taba, in ithe Gulf of Akaba, where she
discharged some tents for the use of the Bgyplinn troops in the neighbouring frontier
posts, led Lo a fresh ecomplaint from the Porte to this Fmbassy, and to the dispated of
severul telegrams to Eis Highuess the Khedive, demanding that Loypt shoull desist
from constructing posts, and should withdraw the ship and her soldiers.  Besides the
peremptory and even minatory tone of these messazes, they were important in that they
contained the assertion that the neighbonrhood of Akabn was under the direct authority
of Turkey and was not included in “ privileged " Egyptian territoty, and the statement
was reported that, as Egypt was itself an integral part of Turkey, there was no necessity
to appoint a frontier Commission.  T'his agsertion appeared to indicate the intention of
the Ottoman Government to disregard the provisions of the Grand Vizier's telegram of
;}he 8th April, 1892, by which the administration of the Sinai Peninsula was confided to

gypt.

A message, however, whieh 1 received from the Sultan did not raise these points,
but merely snggested that the moment was unfavourable for the discussion of the Turco-
Tigyptian frontier, and expressed the opinion that it would be advisable to leave matters
in statu quo,  His Imperial Majesty disclaimed all aggressive designs, and recommended
the friendly discussion of sny specific ground of complaint on either side.

At an interview with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 28th Januvary I took
exception to the nubecuming and minatory tons of the communication recently addressed
to the Khedive by the Grand Vizier; and as 1 had just received news from Cairo of the
action of the Turkish troops in preventing the Egyptian coastguard cruiser from landing
men at Taba and in threatening to fire on them, I mada very strong representations to
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and asked that orders be at onee sent ta the Comman-
dant of the Turkish troops at Akaba to abstain from all interference with the Egyptian

, and the Grand Vizier replied to
ame a Delegate, as there was no
hment on Oifoman territory, which

A

Tewfik Pasha said (hat he would lay the motter before the Council of Ministers, and
that he hoped the affnir would be amicably and eatisfactorily settled.

On two oceasions during the last duys of January the question was broached at the
Foreign Office by the Turkish Ambassador, who asked for the recall of the ship and the
troopy sent uunder Colonel Bramly Bey to n place near Akaba, and insisted on the
objection of the Ottownan Government o any demurcation of frontier between Egvpt
and other parts of the (ttoman Bmpire on the same grounds as those advanced by the
Grand Vizier, Musurus Pashn was referred to the telegram of April 1892 addressed By
the Grand Vizier to the Khedive, maintaining the status quo in the Sinai Peninsula, and
to the negotintions preceding the dispateh of that telegram, whereby it was agreed that
the Government of Egypt should continue to be intrusted with the exclusive administra-
tion of thal peninsule up to a line drawn from El Arish to Akaba, It was essential that
that boundary should be strictly defined, and His Majesty’s (tovernment trusted that the
Ottoman Governmeut would agree to the immediate appointment of & Joint Commission
to undertake its demarcation—-a measure which recent events had proved to be urgenily
required.

¢ In the meantime the Report of the Officer Commanding the Egyptian troops near
Akabs had confirmed the continued -occupation of Faba by the Murkish troops, and
contradicted a statement made to me some days previousty by the Minister for Foreign
Aftairs that an amicable nrrangement had been arrived at between -the British Officer
Commanding the Egyplion troops and the 'Turkish Commandant at Akaba,  Musurus
Pashn, in & comnmicntion made to you on the 9th February, bad even gone further
than Tewfik Pasha, and had maintained that the Egyptian officers had reeognized the
right of the Tmperial troops to occupy Tabn. When cnlling the Minister for Foreign
Affaire’ attention to this erroncous statement of the Turkish Awnbassador, T ngain
ingisted on the immediate necessity of the Ottoman troops being withdrawn from Taba,
which was indisputably within Bgyptian territory, and pointed out that their with.
;‘lmwal was now a more immediately pressing mensure than eveu the delimitation of the
Tontier,

[u21] G
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I'am to add that Her Majesty s Government cannot admit that any existing
tesritorial rights or claims are {n any degreo affected by changes which have hesn
introdueed into the language of the Firman, or hy their aceeptance thereof,

T have bren insiructed to address this note to your Excelleney, as well as my note
of the 1T4h instant, in order to place on official record the view maintained by Her
Majesty's Government throughout the negotiations to which they have heen a party on
this subject, and which have now heen brought to a close.

T Lave the honour to request that your Exeellency will be so pood as fo cause this
correspondence to be published simultaneously with the publication of the Firman and
of the telegram from his Highness the Grand Vizier in the * Official Jonral  of {h
Tevptinn Government,

. T avadl, &e.
(Signed) B BARING,

Sir K. Baring 1o Twrane Pasha,
AL ie Ministre, C'a‘irn, A;n:il 14, 1892,
Tl > the honour ta inform your Bxcelleney that I have this morning received o
felegram {rom Ier Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, informing me that he has

regeived o aote verbufe from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of His Lmperinl Majesty
the Sulten, communicating to him officially eopies in Purkish of the Firman of Inves.
titure and of the telegram of the 8th instant sent by his Ilighnoess the Grand Vizier {o
His Highross the Khedive, relative to the administration of the Sinni Peninsula,
L avail, &u. -
(Signed) Ji BARING,

No. 2,
Sir N. Q' Clonar lo Siv Bdwerd Grey—(Received Muy 14.)

Sir, Constantinople, May 8, 1900,

'UHE presentation under your instrnctions o a note to the Sublime Porte,” roquiring
the Imperial Ottoman Government to comply within ten days with the demands of His
Majesty's Government for the evacuation of Taba by the Turkish troops and the delimi-
tation of the Turco-Egyptian frontier, denotes thiat the question has now renched an
acute stage in which there is danger that the matter may pass out of the spthete of
diplematic negotiations.

At the present juieture [ think it would be well that, [ should endenvour to recn-
pitulute, as briefly a3 possible, the muin phases through which this questign hay passed
trom ils origin early in Javuary to the Lreakdown of the negotiations at Cairo between
the Bgyption Government and the Imperial Ottoman Governmunt, owing to the uncom-
prowising nititude adepted by the latter towards the proposals of the Ichedive for
amicable settlement,

The attention of His Majesty’s Embassy way fivsé drawn officially to the quention by
2 message I received on the 12th January from the Sultan, complaining that an English
ofticer, Bramly Bey, in command of a force of Egyptiun troops, had pitehed his eanp at
a place close to Akaba, on the Gaza Rond, und had announced his intention of ereeting
a guard-house there as well ns nt other points within Turkish territory, and [Lis Imperini
Mujesty begged that [ would take steps to insure the withdrawal of this foree from the
position which it had oceupied beyond the limits of Feyplian torritory.

The action of the Ottoman Government way undoubtediy due fo the exnegerated
reports received from Egypt and from the Turkish Commandant at Akaba, which
represented the dispatch of Bramly Bey with o fow soldiers to inapect and ocenpy
some of the positions on the Egyptinn side of the Akaba-Fl Rafoh frontior, as
an encroschment on Purkish territory, although I frequently oxplained to the Parte that
the object of this mission was to discuss in a friendly manner with the local Turkish
authorities the exact position of certain places on the boundary which Wind never heen
aceurnlely defined. '

A similar complaint was addressed hy the Grand Vizier to the Gevermnent of the

* Sea No, i,
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Je suis heureux d'étre & méme de vous annoncer; M. le Ministre, qu'effectivement,
b la date du 8 de co mois, son Altesse le Grand Vizir a transmis & Son Altesse lo
Khédive, par 1o télégraphe, un Iradé de Su Majesté Tmpériale le Sultan, lui eonfiant,
comme & ses prédécesseurs, I'administration de la Péninsule du Alont-Sinai.

Cot Tradé, dont vous irouverez cijoint copie, donne entidre satisfaction & Son
Altesse le Khédive, qui s'est empressé de faive parvenir & Sa Majesté Impériale le
Sultan l'expression de so gratitude.

Veuillez, &c.
(Signé) TIGRANE.

. (Translation.)
M. le lemtre, . Cairo, 4pril 13, 1892,

I’ have received the despateh which you did me the honour to address me
on the 1Lth instant, transmitting a copy in Turkish, with a French trapslation, of
the Firman of Investiture of His Highness the Khedive.

You are good enough, in pointing out that the passage relative to the boundaries
of the Khedivate is not in accordance with that contrined in the Imperial Firman of
the 19th Chaban, 1296, to inquirs whether the Government of the Khedive has
received from the Sublime Porto any explanations ou this subject,

Iam happy to be in a position to announce to you, M. le Ministre, that in effect
on the 8th instant, His Highness the Grand Vizier transmitted to Iis Ifighness the
Khedive, by telegraph, an Iradé of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, intrusting to
him as to his predecessors the administration of the Peninsula of Mount Sinai,

This Trade, of which you will find & copy herewith, gives entire satisfaction to
His Highness the Khedive, who at onco gonveyed the exprossion of his gratitude to
His Imperial Majesty the Sultan,

T have, &e.
(Bigned) TIGRANE.

Sir E. Baring lo Tigrane Pasha.
M. le Ministre, Cairo, April 13, 1802,

I havo the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excelleney’s note of to-day’s
date, in which, in reply to mine of the 1ith instant, you communicate to me the
Turkish text and Fronch translation of a telegram addressed on the 8th instant by the
Grand Vizier of His Imperial Majesty the Suitan to His Mighness the Khedive,
informing Ifis Highness that, in o far us the Sinsi Peninsula is concerned, the status
quo is maintained, and that it will continuoe to be administered by the Kbedivate,

Your Excellency is aware that no alteration can be made in the Firmans regu-
Inting the rolations between the Sublime Porte and Egypt wilhout the consent of Her
Britannic Majesty's Government. Jt was on this account that T was instructed to
invite your Bxcellency’s attention to the insertion in the present Firman of a definition
of boundaries which differed from that contained in the Firman issued to His Highness
the late Khedive, and which, if read by itself, appeared to imply that the Sinai
Peninsula would for the futurc depend administratively, not on the Khedivate of
Lgypt, but ou the Vilayet of the Medjaz,

The telegram from the Grand Vizier, which your Excellency has done me the
honour to communicate to me, makes it clear, however, that the Sinai Peninsula—
thet is to sy, the territory bounded to the east by a line running in a south-easterly
direction from o point a short distance to the east of El-Arish to the head of the Gult
of Aknba—is to continue to he administered by Kgypt. The fort of Akaba, which
Hes to the oast of tho line in question, will thus form part of the Vilayet of the
Hedjaz.

]Hﬂl' Majesty's Government signified to the Sublime Porte some weeks: age,
throngh Wer Majesty’s Chargé d*Affnires at Constantinople, their willingness to nssent
to this arrangement.

Under these circumstances, I am instructed to declare that Her Britannic
Msjesty's Government consent to the definition of boundaries conlained in the present
Firman, os supplemented, amended, and explained by the telegram of the Sth instant
from his Highness the Crand Vizier, which they consider as annexed to aud as
forming part of the Firman, and that they entertain no objection to the offieial
promulgation of the Pirman, with the addition of the ahove-mentioned explanatory
telegram.
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Do ménte, Akaba anjourd’hui est également annexé au dit vilayet, et, pour ce qui est
de la presqu'ile do Tor-8inai, lo statu quo est maintenn et elle sera administeée par le
Khédivat de ln méme manidre quelle était administrée du tomps de votre grand-pire,
Jsmait Pacha, ot de votre pére, Méhémet Thewfik Pacha.

(Translation.)

Telegram from His Highness the Grand Vizier to His Highness the Khedive,
dated April 8, 1802,

Your Highness is awarc that His Majesty tho Sult&q had authorized tho
presence at El-Wedjh, Muellal, Daba, and Akabs, on the Hedjaz littoral, ny well as
at certnin positions in tho Peninsula of Tor-Sinai, of 2 sufficient number of zaptichs
placed by the Bgyptian Gavernment, on account of the passage of the Egyption
Mahmal {y land. ) .

As all these positions do mot appear on the map of 1267 given to the late
Méhémet-Ali Pasha, and showing the Hgyptian frontiers, Bl-Wedih has, in con.
sequence, beon recently handed back to the Vilayet of Hedéuz, by Tradé of His
Twperial Mujesty, as well as the positions of Daba und Muellah, ~Akaba also is now
annexed to the snid vilayef, and, as regards the Peninsula of Tor-8inui, the status
quo is maintained, and it will be adminigtered by the Khedivate in the same mauner
as it was administered in the time of your grandfather, Ismail Pasha, and of your
father, Méhémet Tewfik Pasha.

Sir E. Baring to ligrane Pasha.

M. lo Ministre, ) Cuiro, dpril 11, 1692,

1 have the honour to incloso v eopy of the Turkish toxt of the Irman issued by
His Imperial Majesty the Sultan to His Highness tho Khedive, which has heen
communicated by the Sublime Porte to Her Britannio Mnjesty's Ambassador at
Constantinople, from whom I reccived it yesterdny. A Fronch translation is also
annexed,

Your BExccllency will observe that tho present Firman contains a passnge
respeating the limits of Egypt which daes not oceur in the Tirman ingued to His
Highness the late Khedive, Mehemet Thewtik Pasha, dated the 10th Ohaban, 1206, In
the French translation of that document, His Imporial Majesty tho Sultan states that
he intrnsts to the Khedive ¢ lo Khédivat d'Bgypte, tel qu'il se trouve formé par ses
anciennes limites et en comprenant les territoires qui y ont 6t6 annexés.”  Tho present
Firman states that “lo Khédivat 'Bgypte, aveo les anciennes limites indiquées
dang lo Firman Impérial en date du 2 Rabi-el-Akhir, 1267, A 1., ainsi que sur In Usrte
annexée au dit Firman, ot les territoires annoxés en conformité du Firman Impérial cn
date du 16 Zilhidjé, 1281, a1, o 6t6 conféré b toi.” '

1 am instructed by 1Ter Majesty’s Principal Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs
to draw your Excellenoy’s nttention to this dissropaney, and T am to request that you
will inform me officially whether any communication in oxplanation of it s heen
made to the Egyptian Qovernment by the Bublime Porte.

T-avail, &o.
(Signed) 1. BARING.

Tigrane Pusha to Sir E. Baring.

M. le Ministre, Le Cuaire, le 18 _Avril, 1802,

J'airequ la déploho que vous m'aves fult Thonneur de m'ndresser, on date du 11
do ce mois, pour me transmetire copic, en langtie Turque, avee sa traduetion en Pran-
cais, du Firman Q'Investifure do Son Altesso lo Khédive,

Vous voulez bien, en me signalant que lo passnge rolatif aux limites du Khédivat
n'est pas conforme d celui contenu dans lo Firman Irapérial du 19 Chaban, 1208, me
dcmn_nt:er si le Gouvernement Khédivial o regu de In Sublime Porte des cxplications b
ce sujet.
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‘Lho inevease of the prosperity of Egypt and the consolidation of the seenrity and
ol the tranquillity of its inhabitants, constituting in our eyes, the object of our hizhest
solicitude, we issued, to atiain this praiseworthy aim, an’ Imperial Firman dated
the 19th Chaban, 1206, which, while conferring au your late father the Khedjvate
of Tgypt, deereed the following provisions :— ’

All the revenues of the Khedivate of Egypt shall he

£y colleeted in iy Imperial

name.  The inhabitants of Egypt heing my subjects, and it Leing unlawful for them
as such to suffer at any time the least oppression or arbitrary acr, on ihis condition,
the Khedivate of Egypt, to which is iutrusted the civil,” financial, and judieial
administration of the eountry, shall Tave the power {o elaborate wnd establish, in a
manuer conformable with justice, all internal regulations and kaws neeessary in this
respect.

The Khedive shall he anthorized to conclude and to renew,
the political Treaties of my Imperial Government or its sovereig
country, the Conventions with the Agents of foreign Powers for the custams and for
commerce, and for all transactions with forcigners concerning internal affairs, and
this with the object of developing trade and industry and regulating the policing of
foreigners and all their relations with the Government and the population.

These Conventions shall b communicated to my Sablime Porte before their
promulgation by the Khedive,

The Khedive shall have the complete and eatice disposal of' the financial affairs of
the country, but he shall not have the right of cnutracting loans, except in cases
where the regulation of the present financial situation is exclusively concerned, and in
complete agreement with its present ereditors or the delegates officially charged with
theiv interests,

The Xhedivate shall not, v any pretest or for any motive, hand over to others,
whaolly or in part, the privileges granted to Egypt, both those which are intrusted to
it, aad those which form part of the vights inlierent to the Sovereign Power, or any
portéon of its territory. .

‘The Bayptian Administration shall be eareful to pay regularly the annual tribute
of £ 1. 750,000,

Money shall be coined in Lgypt in my name.

In time of peace, 18,000 troops ave suflicient for the internal protection of Bgypt.
This number must not bo exceeded. 1lowever, as the Egyptian land and sca forces
are also required for the service of my Government, should the Snblime Porte be ab
war, their number can be increased as considered desirable.

The colours of the land and sea forces and the badges of the different grades of
officers shall be the same as thess of my armics.

The Khedive shall have the right {o confer on military and naval officers rank up
to that of Colonel inclusively, and in the civil employment rank up to that of “ Sagjeh ™
inclusively.

The Khedive shall not, us in the past, build iron-clads without the egpress
permission of my Government: .

It shall be your duty to see that the nbove conditions shall he steictly carried out,
und that nothing shail be done vontrary to them.

In view of the entire fulfilment of the above-mentioned provisions, my present
Imperial Firman, adorned with my Imperial autograph, has heen issued and sent,

The ik Chaban, 1309,

without infringing
n rights over that

Telégramme de son Altesse le Grand Viziv & Son Allesse le Khédive, en date du
8 Avrit, 1892,

(Traduction.) ) o . L

T est & ln connaissance do volro Altesse que Sa Majesté le Sultan avait antorise
In présence i El-Wedjh, Mucellal, Daba, ot Akaba, sur le littoral dn Hedjaz, ainsi que
dans certaines loealités de ln presquiile do Tor-Singi, d'un nombre suffisant de
zptiehs placds par le Gouvevnement Fgyptien, & cause du passage du Mahinal
Bgyptien par voie de terre, : N o

Comue tontes ces localités ne figurent point sur la Carte de 1257 remise & fru

© Méhémet-Ali Pacha et indiquant les frontieres Fgyptiennes, El-Wedjh a, par consc-

uent, fait devnidrement retour au Vilayel de Hedjas, par Iradé de Sa Majesic
‘mpériale, comme lui ont fait retour derniérement les oealités de Daba et Mueilah.
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Le Khédive sera autorisé 2 conclure of & vemouvelur, suns porter atfeinte anx
T'raités politiques de mon Gouvernement ]fm.pél'inl n} it : droits souverains sar e
pays, les Conventions avee les Amentd (:lcs Puissanees obrangores pour les Douancs et lo
commerve, ot pour toules les transactions nvee les élrangers concernunt les “adlaires
intérieurey, et coln dans le but de développer lo conmoreo ¢t Pindustrie ef de régler ln
police des étrangers et tous leurs rapports avee 1o Gouvernement eb In population.

Ces Conventious seront communiguées b ma Sublime Porte nvant four promulgs-
tion par lo Khadive. . N .

Te Khéd¥ve aura la disposition compldle et enticre des af¥aives financidres du pays,
mads i1 w'aurs nutlement le droit do contracter des emprunty sauf pour ce qui concerne
exclusivement le rdglement de la situation finuncidve présente et en paclait aceord
avee ses présents eréanclers on les déléguds chargés oflieicHoment de lears intéréts,

Le Khédivat ne snurn, sous aucun préfoxte ni motif, abandonner & d'autres, en
tout ou cn partie, les priviléges accordés & I'Bgypte et qui lui sonk conlids, et qui
font partie des droits inhérents an Pouvoir Souverain, ni aucune partic du teritoive,

1. Administration Bgyptienne aurasoin de payer 1 sulidtroment le tribut annnel do
£ T, 760,000, .

La monnaie sera frappée en Kgypte en mon now.

En temps de paix, 18,000 hommes do troupes sufllsent pour la garde intéricure
de 'Egypte. Ce chillre ne doit pos Stre dépussé,  Cependant, comme les forces
Bgyptiennes de terro ef de mer sont destindes anssi nu servies de mon Gouvernement,
dons le cas ob la Sublime Porto se trouverit engngée duus une guorre, lour chilire
pourra &tre augmenté duns la proportion jugéo convonable.

TLes drapeaus des forcos de ferre et do mev of los insignes des diftérents grades
des officiers seront les mémes que coux de mes armdces., '

Le Khédive aura le droit de conféror: aux officiers de torro of do mor, jusqu'au
grade de Colonel inclusivement, ef aux emplois civils, jusqu'an gimde do “Banich ”
inclusivement.

TLe Khiédivo ne pourta, comme par lo passd, construire des hitiments blindds sans
I'nutorisation expresse de mon Gouvernement.

T veilloras #u strict maintion dos conditions qui préeddont ob & e qu'il n'nrrive
rien de contraire,

Tn vue de.laccomplissement intégral des dispositions ci-dessus mentionnées, mon
présent Firman Impérial, orné do mon autographo Tmpérinl, o ét6 rendu ot envoyd,

Le 27 Chaban, 1800,

(‘Lranslation.)

_'PHIS morning, at 10 o'clock, took place at the Abdine Palace, with the customary
ceremonial, the solemn rending of the Tmperial Frman of Investiture of Flis Highness
the Khedive Abbas Hilmi,

Imperial Firman of Investiture addressed to His Highness Abbus Hilmi Pushe,

(Translation.)

_To my enlightened Vizier, Abbas Uilmi Pasha, eallod to the IChedivate of Xgypt
}'vxth _th_e high rank of *8édaret,” decorated with my Imperial Ordors of the Medjidich
in Dbrilliasnts and of the first class of the Osmaniolr, may the All-Power[ul perpetuale
his gplendour, &e.

By tho decrees of Providencs, the Khedive Melomet Wowllk Fash, leing
decensed, the Khedivate of Baypt, with tho nneiont bounderies indiested in the
Lmperial _Fn'mgm of the 2ud Rebi-ul-Akhir, 1257, At ns well ag on tho map annoexed
to the spid Iirman and the torritories annexed in conformity with the Imperial
Firman of the 16th Zilhidgd, 1281, A, lus hoen conferred on you, in virkue of my
Imperinl Iradé of the 7th Djemuei-ul-Akbir, 1809, as n prool of my grent goodwill,
and having regard to your serviees, your uprighiness, and your loyalty, ng well to oy
person as to the interests of my Bmpire, and to your knowledge respecting tho gor.eral
stato of Lgypt; and to your known capacity for the vegulation and umelioration of the
affairs of the adwinistration of Ligypt; to you, the eldust son ol the Intn Khedive, in
n(‘:cwordﬂuc_e with the rule estalllished by the Lmperial Pirman of the 12th Moharrem,
1283, which establishes tho tramsmission of the Khedivate by order of primogeniture,
from eldest son to elest som,



Correspondence respecting the Turco-Egyptian Frontier in
: the Sinai Peninsula.

No. 1.
8ir E. Baring to the Marguess of Sulishury.—(Received April 26).

(Extract.) o . Cairo, Aprif 14, 1892,

TILE Khedive's investiture took place this morning at the Abdin Palace.

I haye the honour to transmit herewith copy of & specisl number of the
« Official Journal” publisked to-day reporting the investiture, and giving the text of
the Tirman und of the telegram from the Grand Vizier. This journal also publishes
the notes which, in accordance with your instructions, I addressed to the Egyptian
Government on the subject of the Firman and telegram. !

I lhave sent a copy of this specinl number of the *Qfficial Journal” to Her
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople,

Inclosure in No. 1,
Supplement Lo the Eyyplian * Journal Officiel” of April 14, 1802,

CE matin, & 10 heurey, o cu liew, wu Pulais d’Abding, avee lo cérémonial arrété,
la lecture solennclle du Firman Impérial d'investiture de Son Altesse le Khédive
Abbag TLilmi,

Firman Impdrial d'Investiture advesse & Son Altesse Abbas Filmi Pacha.

(Traduction.) .

A mon Vizir delaivé, Abbas Hilmi Paclin, appelé au Khédivat d'Bgypte avee le
bout rang de * Sédaret,” déeoré de mes Ordres Impérisux du Medjidieh en brillants ot
do la premidro classe de I'Osmanich, que le P'out-Puissant perpétue sa splendeur, &c.

Par suite des déerets de la Providence, le Khédive, Méhémet Thewhik Pacha,
Gtant déeddé, le Khédivat A'Eeypte, avee les anciennes limites indiquées dans le Firman
Impérinl en date du 2 Rebi-ul-Akhir, 1257, a.10,, ainsi sur la carte annexde an dit
Pirman eb les teritoives annexdés en conformité du Firman Impérinl en date du
16 Zilhidgd, 1281, A1z, a ¢é conférd i toi, en vertu de mon Iradé Impérial en date
du 7 Diémazi-ul-Akhir, 1300, comme témoignage de ma haute bienveillance, et eu
égard b tes sorvices, i tn droiture, ot & tu loyautd, tant i ma persoune qu'aux intéréts
do mon Brapire, et & tes counnissances pav rapport A V'étut général de Pligypte; et i
ta capacilé reconnue pour le rdglement et Pamgélioration des aifaires de Padministration
do Iégypte; & Loi qui est I'aind du défunt Khédive, conformément b lo régle établie
par lo Firman Tmpérial du 12 Mobarrem, 1268, qui établit la transmission du Khédivat
pur ordre de primogéniture, de fils ainé en fils niné,

L'aceroissoment de ln prospérité de I'Bgypte et 1a consolidation de la séeurité et
de 1o tranquillitd do ses habitants constitunnt, & nos yeux, lobjet de notre plus haute
sollicitudo, nous avions rendu, pour atteindre co but lovable, un Firman Impérial en
date du 19 Chaben, 1290, qui, tout en conférant & ton défunt pére le Khédivat
d'ligypte, déerolait les dispositions suivantes: .

Pous los ravenus du Khédivat d'Egyptoe seront percus en mon nom Impérial.  Les
lnbitants de 'Bgypto élant mes sujets, et ne devant, comme tels, subir en aueun temps
lu moindro oppression. ni nete arbitvairs, & cette condition, le Khédivat d'Egypte, anquel
st conlie Vadministration civile, financidre, ot judiciaire du pays, aura la faculté
d’élaborer of d’élablir, d'une manidre conformoe & la justice, tous roglements et lois
intériours nédeessnires A cob égard,
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