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Philosophical concepis in five plays
by the Egyptian dramatist TAWFIK AL HAKIM
Aly Moh. Hamed Denver University Ph. D. 1968

Le Théatre Philosophique de TAWFIK H.
CRITIQUE Novembre 1952

Mort Resurrection Une lecture de TAWFIK
AL HAKIM JEAN FONTAINE Bcuslama Tunis 1978

Plays Prefaces & Posteripts of TAWFIK H.

Vol. 1 Theaire of the Mind — W. M. HUTCHINS
Three Continents Press 1981 U. S. A.

TAOUFIK AL HAKIM Bibliografitcheskii
Ukazateli MOSCOU 1968/Le Livre K. O. YONUZOV

Dramatorgia TAOUFIKA AL HAKIMA
MOSCOU 1976 Le Livre K. O. YONUZOV

Influences étrangéres dans l'ceuvre de T. H.
Ahmed Yassine Maitrise es, lettres
ALEXANDRIE Juin 1972
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— Schoonovet K.
“« Tawfik Al- Hakim ”
( Muslim World 1955 )

® % ¥
— Papadoboulo A.
« Tewfik Al- Hakim el soh oeuvre ”
( Etudes Méditerranéénnes 1959 )

& ¥ %

— W. M. Hutchins

« Plays , Prefaces & Postscripls of Tawfig
Al- Hakim ” Vol. 1 Theatre of the Mind.

¢( Three Continents Press 1981 U.S.A. )
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— K. 0. Yonuzov
“ Taoufika Al- Hakima Bibliografiicheskii

Ukazaleli »
( l.e Livre , Moscou 1968 )

3 % %

“ Dramaturgia Taoufika Al Hakima ”
( Le Livre , Moscou 1976 )
¥ % %
— Landau J.M.
“ Al- Hakim , The Arab Theatre ”
( Philadelphia , 1958 U.S.A. )

* % %

— Nahman Bar - Nissim
“ Tawfik Al- Hakim The Dramatist ”

( Pennsylvania University U.S. A.

# % ¥

— Richard Long
# Tawfig Al- Hakim ”
( London : Ithaca Press 1939 )

* ¥
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For Further Reading

— Aly Moh. Hamed
“ Philosophical Concepts in Five Plays by
The Egypiian dramatist Tawfik Al-Hakim
( Denver Universily , 1968 )
B % %

— Barbour N.
“ An Egyptian Novel ”
( Islamic Cultare , 1935 )

B % %
— (Gabrieli Fe.
“ Siudia et acta Orientalia ’
( Arabo Teatro , Roma 1954 )

G

- Jeaun Fonlaine
“ Mort Resurrection, Une lecture De Tawfik
Al- Hakim ”

( Ph. D. Bouslama-Press Tunis, 1978 )
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AlHakim’s works count for more than one
hundred .. over sixty plays, iwo, poems, two autobiogra-
phies, and it is difficult to count his serious essays, short
stories and novels.

W.M. Hutchins (1) quotes in his documentary
introduction : “In his comments about his work he has
described, himself as an Easierner and thercfore a
spiritual playwright, a social critic and therefore a

reformist playwright and a pionecr and therefore a
diverse playwright™.

M. & A. Aly Hassan

(1) Plays, Prefaces and Postscripts of Tawfik
* Al-Hakim Vol. 1 —~ Theatre of the Mind
(Three continents Press, 1981 U.S.A).
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he created a corresponding power : Which is the power
of the devil, just to make the human life variable and
dynamic. “He wrote.

Tawfik Al-Hakim condensed the mest important
Islamic book “Tafssir ALKORTOBY?” (30 volumes) into
one volume including the most important Islamic ideas.

As late as 1977, he felt the need for an Islamic
rebirth ... he watched the scene in the area. A new
Islamic approach completed his theory of Equilibrium.

It was easy for him to find similar hypothesis in
Islam, though he criticized some classical exegesis of the
Quranic verses. Islam is suitable for all places and all
times, but only if we add present thoughts and
evolutions ... this will pave the way {for future
conclusions.

“With and to Allah” is a new and strange means to
be accepted by Moslim {undamentalists nowadays.
Therefore his “Four Soliloquies” with Allah, in early
1983, aroused tremendous controversy.

Critics expressed their fears from the possiblity of
such a means of argumentation and the ideas as well.

Al-Hakim went deep in analysing the humanity of
prophets, the limits of man’s thinking and the need for
cooperation between all human beings neglecting their
beleifs or religions. We need all efforts to be closer to
reahty, to work out our needs for a better life, and
finally to sense our being.

15



the year One Million”, 1953, and between Science and
Art” in “Voyage to Tomorrow”, 1957.

Al-Hakim is of the opinion that religion is a main
source of thought and inspiration to the man of letters,
the thinker and the artist. While “The Sleepers of
Ephesus” is based on a Quranic story; (1). “Oedipus™
is a new adaptation of Greek tragedy reflecting his

castern view regarding mythology, philosophy and
theology.

His book “Muhammad the Messenger, the human®
1936, is a documentary account of the prophet’s life. It
is translaled into English and published under the
auspices of the Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs ...

In 1938 Al-Hakim outlined in his essays the
meshing of the work of mind with heart feelings. These
essays are entitled “Under the Sun of Thinking” ... a
considerable part of the book is devoted to beleif, reli-
gion and its relation to the creative work. Art and
seligion occupy a great part in his book “The Art of
literature” published in 1952. It is amazing to read such
chapters as “The Whole Truth”, “Revolution of the
Mind”, “The sky is the Source”, Beleif in life” and
“the living Water”.

“ Equilibrium > 1955, is the masterpiece work of
mind, where-Al-Hakim balanced the contradictions of his
philosophical equation. “Allah Alone is the only One,
the perfect One. However through his Almighty will,

(1) Or Sura with the same title.
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A LETTER BY THE PUBLISHER

“Man's sense that he is not alone in existence”. So
did Tawfik Al-Hakim staried his journey with the com-
prchensive beleif.

In early chidhood he received his Isiamic education
in “Kuttab” (1) where he rvecited the Quran. During his
study of law, sheikn Zaid, the eminent profcssor . of
Islamic Jurisprudencc, inspired his mind with the
theory of human rights in Islam and its philosophy

In [act two main faclors influenced Al-Hakim’s
thought and literature : the first is his comprehensive
and deep reading of the Arabic and Islamic traditions
together with the liberal Islamic writers starting [rom
Sheikh Mohammad-Abdou up-lo Al-Maraghy. The
second factor is his grasp of the weslern civilization as
a resull of his stay in Paris in the twenties.

All these factors shaped his thought and as a result
he expressed his ideas concerning the conflict between
the fact of the heart vis-a-vis, the truth of the intellect.

This led him 1o diverse conflicts such as that
between Man and Time in “The Sleepers of Ephesus™
1933, and that between the Realily and the Truth in
“Oedipus™, 1949. Between Science and Religion, “In

(1) A sort of preelemantry Islamic school.

13



Le croyant affirme la présence dans 'univers d’un
“principe de findité”.

Ces deux principes complémentaires et non
contradictoires ont été concus par Desprit humain.

Alfred Kastler

11



Mr. Tawfik Al-Hakim 2 demandé mon opinion sur
les relations entre science et rcligion. Entre ces deux
activités spirituelles de I'homme je ne pense pas qu’il y
ait coniradiction. Elles sont dans un rapport de “comp-
Iémentarité”. Science et religion se situent sur des plans
différents de 1’activité spirituelle. La science est du
domaine du savoir, de I’étude des faits accessibles & nos
sens. La religion est du domaine de la foi. Il y a eu de
tous temps des scientifiques croyants et des scientifiques
incroyants.

Je voudrais me permettre de critiquer une expre-
ssion employée par M. Al-Hakim;ll parie de la science
athée du siele précédent. 1l ne me parait pas possible
de caractériser ainsi la science du 19 éme siécle. Ce
siécle a vu le développement d’une tendance philosohique
appekée ¢« Matérialisme Scientifique » se fondant sur
des résultats encore bien incomplets de la science,
certains esprits ont cru pouvoir en déduire 1’inexistence
de Dieu. C’est la une illusion.

L’existence de Dieu, d’ un créateur du monde, ne
peut €tre ni démontrée ni infirmée par la science.

La science n’est ni religieuse. ni antireligieuse. Elle

est areligicuse, elle tente d’expliquer I’évolution du
monde par le “principe de causalité”.

10
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D’ Alfred Kastler 3 Tawfik Al-Hakim :

Sa lettre : Son écriture et sa signature :



Allah the Almighty is the Greatest, his knowledge
is wider, his mercy is deeper and his forgiveness is
broader.

Tawfik Al-Hakim
Shaaban 1403, A.H.
May 1983

Translated by : H. H. Mayyas, Ph. D. Ling.
Al-Azhar University

Revised by : J. Cochran, Ph. D. English
Texas Wniversity



tists are of the opinion that all the human elements
concerned with man’s mental and emotional activities,
whether being religious, scientilic thought, literature,
art and culture, and which cope with the changing times,
must participate in shaping the nation’s mentality as
long as lslam is suitable for every time and place.

The main dispuie between some sheikhs and men
of contcmporary thought is : thesc sheikhs depend only
on the scicnce and culture that were available in the
age of Prophet Muhammad and according o their own
criteria. Whilst the men of thought depend also upon
them and add the recent achicvements in science and
culture.

The iradition of our forebears is but the product
of homan minds and hearts lived during cultural fmd-
ings different from ours due to the additions of our
rcuewable life.

Thercfore, we should not confine ourselves only to
these early findings and make them curb our thinking,
or make them a limit beyond which we can not excecd.
Thus making us turn for hundreds of years in a vicious
circle around one age as H Islam were not suitable
except for that age with its ideas and circumstances.

We have not to base our ideas only on the first age
of Islam and forget that Islam is suitable for and suits
all the times because it is flexible and suits life and
progress in all the ages, times and places.



I also traced the authenticity of the “Ahadesth” (1)
and ideas mentioned in the four essays because thcy
were described by some eminent Sheikhs (2) as being
concocted, weak or non-existing. I went back to the
sources from which I got them and became surc that
all are authentic and arc in the majorily of the trusied
Islamic sources.

The matter at issue which must be seriously discussed
is :

Some savants of religion insist on being tiwe sole
shapers of the nation’s meniality on the bases of the
religious informations they themselves learned from the
books they consider authentic only in the light of the
paris they have read and approved ... they read them
in their own way, lLe, isolated from any up-to- datc
knowledge and contributions.

At the same time they do not permit others to lead
and shape the people’s mentality on the bases of
contemporary science and culture unless they approve
and supervise, whereas they themselves are isolated from
the dynamism of thought in its successive times, and
without distinguishing between what is stable in religion
and what is renewable with the change of time and
place.

At the same time we [ind that thinkers and scien-
o

(1) Sayings of Prophet Muhammad. (Translator).
(2) The “sheikh” is the Islamic man of religion.

4



FOUR SOLILOQUIES WITH ALLAH AND
THE RESULTING RELIGIOUS DEBATE

This book “The four soliloquies™ includes the four
essays published under the title “With and to Allah™ and
which aroused the well known controversy. Thesc four
essays are but a type of soliloquy with Allah the
Almighty ... in my special style and according to my
culture, expressing my sincere love to Allah.

I do not accept the thought emerged from others
without thinking, and also do not take for granted their
concepts and ideas which my mind, created for think-
ing, cannot comprehend and digest.

I do not accept what comes out from the hearts
and minds of others without contemplation and thorou-

gh tesling.

This coniroversy is but temporary and alien regar-
ding the issue I will discuss in detail due to its
ir-portance.

In collecting these four essays in this book, I have
decided 1o delete all the words and lines writtenvas
attributions to Allah, putting into consideration , the
religious sensitivity which I do not want to disturb any
believer. '

3



TAWFIK AL HAKIM

THE FOUR SOLILOQUIES
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