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Abstract

The Mamluk’s First State in Egypt and the Levant during the reign

of Sultan Al- Ashraf Sh’ban Bin Hussien in the period from (764.A.H/

136ZA.D) until (778A.H./1377A.D.).
BY
Adnan A.T. Shatnawi
SUPERVISED BY

Prof. No’man M. Jubran

The subject of this study is the Mamluks’ First state in Egypt and the
Leavant during the reign of Sultan Al- Ashraf Sh’ban Bin Hussien in the
period from (764.A.H./ 1362A D) until (778A.H./ 1377A.D)).

The significance of this subject is due to the lack of serious modern

studies clarifying such subject. Even though it has been discussed, it has

been mentioned very insufficiently.

The study includes an introduction, a preface, five chapters and a

conclusion. The study clarifies the following essential aspects:

In the preface, the study discusses the pedigree of Sultan Al- Ashraf

Sh’aban as well as his birth and raising. Then the political circumstances

which were prevailing at the time before and after the deposition of Al-
Mansour Mohammad Bin Haji. Also the feasible characteristics in Sultan
Al- Ashraf’s personality which helped to gain the unanimous agreement
upon him, leading to assume the reign, as well as showing the tremendous

role played by prince (Yalbga Al- Omari Atabik Al-Jaish) during the course
of these events,
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The first chapter touches on the upheavals of political life during the
reign of Sultan Al- Ashraf in both Egypt and The Levant, and the countries
which were under his power, such as Al-Hijaz, Al- Yaman and the land of
Al- Nawbah., o7y } Yy

It also describes the most prominent political features during his reign
with a display of the most important revolutions and sedition occurred in
Egypt, such as the sedition of prince Yalbgha Atabik Al- Jaish to depose
Sultan Al- Ashraf Sha’ban and declaring his brother a Sultan instead, so that
the second can facilitate his ruling over the state. After that I discuss the
revolutions of Al- Mamalik Al-Yalbghawieh Al- Ajlab against Sultan Al-
Nasri Atabic Al- Jaish then clarifying what followed their movement of
upheavals and disturbance which nearly threatened the country’s stability.

The attempt of prince Al- Jai Al- Yousifi, the hasband of Sultan
Sha’ban’s mother and Atabic Al- Jaish to monopolize the authority and rule
is also discussed in which the prince ignored Sultan Sha’ban and his princes.
It also depicts The Levant politically in terms of frequent revolutions
commanded by prince Hayar Bin Mihanna, the prince of The Leavant who
exploited the weakness of The Mamluks central rule in Cairo, when he tried
more than once to violate obedience.

The princes of Al- Hijaz (Al- Ashraaf) and the princes of Al-Yaman
(Al- Rasoleien) were all submitted to the Mamluks’ state; in which the

relationship between them was characterized by cordiality and
subordination.

The country of Al- Nawabah’s princes were also submitted by force
after confirming their desire to be independent.

Chapter two deals with the exiernal affairs of Al- Mamluks during the
reign of Al-Ashraf Sha’ban such as the relations of Al- Mamluks with the
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following countries: Arminiah Minor Magoul’s Elkhanieh in Persia and Iraq
Al-Qafjaq, The Bysantine empire, The kingdom of Salagikat Al-Room, The
Aratikah in Mardin city, The Turks and Sinjar, North African countries and
Al- Andalus. These relationships were considered to be a continuation of
relations that had existed between the Mamluks and the states before that in
the days of his ancestors, the Sultans. Some other relations were a result of
what came up later both in the state of The Mamluks itself and these states.

Chapter three clarifies the relationship of the Mamluks- during Sultan
Sha’ban’s rein- with the Crusaders. That relation which was characterized by
hostility for times and pureness for others.The Crusaders seized the
opportunities to re-control Jerusalem and The Levant coast, so that they
could revive their past glories which have been spoliated by Mamluks after
centrifuged by Al-Ashraf Khalcel on (690A.11./ 1291 A.D).

Chapter three is divided into three primary aspects. The first clarifies
how The Levant and Egypt were coveted by the crusaders in addition to
some crusading expeditions which had been guided by Europe to the area.
The second aspect clarifies the battles fought by The Mamluks to repel the
crusading attacks on the west coasts of Egypt and the Mamluks® role of
protecting the whole area against their recurring attacks on forts and cities.
The third aspect, the most important, concentrates on the crusading attack
led by Cyprus Peter I Lusignan on Alexandria on (767 A.H./ 1365 AD)
which was just a try to reach the crusading target; Jerusalem. I also illustrate
the reasons for choosing Alexandria to be the bridge for their target in
addition to the relationships of king Peter 1 before the expedition. I also
- discuss the scheme of the expedition, the damage of the city, the reaction of

Sultan Sha’ban and then the consequences resulted from that battle on both
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the Islamic and the Crusading levels and the echo of this event in the Islamic
and the Western world.

Chapter four clarifies the economic life during the reign of Sultan
Sha’ban in terms of internal and external trade and how it was affected by
internal and external events such as revolutions and the crusading attacks on
Alexandria in addition to the breakdown of trade roads and the lack of
supplies beside studying commercial markets and the most prominent goods.
Prices, profits, taxes, measures beside industry and agriculture.

Chapter five mainly focuses on the reasons of corruption of rule during the
reign of Sultan Sha’ban in terms of the institution of army and the
administrative institution exemplified in princes and judges in addition to the
reflection of that corruption on the Mamluks, then discussing the reasons of
Sultan Sha’ban assassination which meant the threshold of the real falling

apart of the first Mamluks state by transporting the reign to the Mamluks
Al- Jarakisah after six years of his assassination.
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