
What is the 
importance 
of medical 

terminology?

Allows health 
professionals to 
communicate 
internationally 

Save time in 
emergencies

Help to identify the 
right treatment

Help to identify the 
problem quickly

When you 
might need 

medical 
terminology?

Understand important 
information about your 

illness (condition/ 
treatment)

If you need to call 
emergency services

If you decide to work in 
healthcare

Unit2: Medical terminology

Medical terminology 
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Combining 
vowels 
(uae io) 

3. Suffix (after)2. Root word
(main word)

1. Prefix (before)Terminology 

-ism
(condition)

Thyroid -Hyperالغدة الدرقية (high
level)

Hyperthyroidism الغدة الدرقيةفرط نشاط

normal طبيعيAb- (not)Abnormal غير طبيعي

-logy (study)Bio (life)Biology علم الحياة

esthetic (sence)An- (no)Anesthetic مخدر

bacterialAnti- (against)Antibacterial مضاد بكتيري

natal (birth)Ante- (before)Antenatal قبل الولادة

cardia (heart)Brady- (slow)Bradycardia قلب بطيئةنبضات

dermis (skin)Epi- (outside)Epidermis خارجيةبشرة

-emia (blood)glyc (sugar)Hyper-Hyperglycemia زيادة السكر في الدم

-emiaglycHypo-Hypoglycemia السكر في الدمهبوط

cellular خلويInter- (between)Intercellular ما بين الخلايا

Venous وريديIntra- (inside)Intravenous الوريدداخل

cardialMyo- (muscle)Myocardial قلبيةعضلة

cardiatachy- (fast)Tachycardia نبضات قلب سريعة

-emiaLeuk (white)Leukemia سرطان الدم

o-genic 
(forming)

carcin (cancer)Carcinogenic السرطانتكون

-itis
(inflammation)

Arthr (joints)Arthritis التهاب المفاصل

-sis (condition)Ostoe (bone) / 
poro (pore ثقب)

Osteoporosis هشاشة العظام

-pathy 
(disease)

Neuro عصبيNeuropathy مرض عصبي

-pnea
(breathing)

A-Apnea انقطاع التنفس

o-sisAcidAcidosis حموضة الدم

hydrate (water)De- (without)Dehydrate جفاف

-ologydermatDermatology علم الجلد

-therapy 
(treatment)

Chemo 
(chemistry)

Chemotherapy علاج كيماوي

o-itisGaster (stomach)/ 
enter (intestine)

Gastroenteritis التهاب المعدة والأمعاء

oHem (blood)/ 
globin (protein)

Hemoglobin صبغة الهيموجلوبين

o-therapyImmun علاج مناعي Immunotherapyمناعة

-therapyradioRadiotherapy علاج بالأشعة

Cardio / vascularCardiovascular أمراض القلب والأوعية
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Medical record report
1- Demographic information:
Age/ date of birth “DOB”
Gender
Ethnicity (nationality)
Contact information (address & contact number)

2- Medical complaint (what the patient is suffering from)

3- Medication & allergies

4- Physical examination:
Blood pressure/ pulse rate (heart rate)/ respiration/ temperature

5- Results (physical examination test results or any other diagnosis)

6- Treatment plan & progress

Definition Common medical words

Short-term illnessAcute حاد

Long-term illness (lasts 3 months or more)Chronic مزمن

Health professionals use it to keep track of patient’s medical complaint 
& progress

Report تقرير

How well a person is doing Progress وتطورتقدم

What the patient experiences (you have to ask the patient e.g. feeling pain)Symptoms أعراض

Evidence of a disease or an illness (things you can see on patient’s body)Signs علامات

When the symptoms of a disease go awayRemission تعافي

When the person is bornBirth مولد

Information about age, gender & ethnicityDemographic سكاني

A break in a bone (complete/ incomplete)Fracture كسر

An opinion about the outcome of a disease (possibilities)Prognosis تنبؤ

Body’s respond to an injury (redness, swelling & pain)Inflammation التهاب

When germs (bacteria/ viruses or parasites) enter the bodyInfection عدوى

The disease or condition that explains a person’s symptoms Diagnosis تشخيص

When someone is sickIllness مرض

Something related to healthcare Medical طبي 7
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Making terminology fun!

Best of luck: Maitha Taleb Saeed
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