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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of feminization of poverty in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, applied on poor women in Jeddah city. It is based on the descriptive and
analytical survey method, to describe and analyze the phenomenon and to review the relevant
literature. The questionnaire is the main tool for data collection. The results showed
significant impact of organizational causes on the feminization of poverty, followed by
economic causes, then social causes. The lack of sufficient support to start a private enterprise
was the most prominent organizational cause; the high cost of living was the most economical
cause; while gender-based customs and traditions represented the most prominent social
cause. Considering the feminization of poverty’s impacts, it was clear that the low standard of
living and the increase in unemployment are among the most prominent economic impact;
psychological stress, and family’s conflicts and disputes were the most prominent social
impact. The results confirmed that there is a positive correlation between the causes of
feminization of poverty and its impacts. Economic causes are the most influencing on the
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social and economic impacts. Accordingly, the study recommended the necessity of
reviewing the conditions and procedures of social security, and proper direction of the
funding bodies for emerging projects. In addition, empowering women economically in
needed to ensure their empowerment socially.

Key words: Poverty, Gender discrimination, Feminization of poverty, Women's poverty,
Causes of poverty, Poverty’s Impacts.
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