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50,000 Errors
in the Bible?

ECENTLY a voung man purchased a

King James Version Bible thinking it
was without error. One day when glancing
through a back issue of lLook magazine
he came across an article entitled “The
Truth About the Bible,” which said that
“as carly as 1720, an English authority

estimated that there were at
errors in the two  editions

the New

of
Testament commonly read by Protestants

Modern students say there
arc probadbly 50,000 errors.”™ The young
man was shocked. His faith in the Bible's
authenticity was shaken. “How can the
Bible be reliable when it contains thou
sands of serious discrepancies and inaccu
racies”” he asks.

Bear in mind that the author’s purpose
in presenting the material that appeared
in Look, February 26, 1952, was to show
why an intensive study of ancient manu-
scripts has been undertaken by scholars.
Hence his article deals with the errors that
have crept into the Bible text. rather than
the Enera rehability of the text. He cites
the most outstanding errors and, by stat-
ing that some students claim the King
James Version has 50,000 errors, he leaves
the impression that 350,000 such serious
c.rrori oceur m the Bible. which, of coursc,

SEPTEMBER 8. 1957

east 20,000,

ciably affect the authenticity of the Bible

text 20 1T NOTC

The article  begins  with  a  question:
“How accurate s the Holy Bible that we
read today? But throughout his enure

article the author never answers that gues
non. But if he had. he would have had 1o
answer that s g whole the Bible s accu
rate. true and authentic,

But what about the other pomis the
article raises, such as. “Was there really,
mn tme. an adulteress whose accus
ers were sternly told, "He that s without
sinoamong you, fet him first cast a stone
at her’ 2 Did Jesus really say. "Go ye
wto all the world and preach the Gos
pel . " or "He that believeth and s bap
tized shall be saved 7 Did St John
himself write the reference to the Holy
Trinity_auributed o him? Frominfarma..
ton modern schokars have developed. the
answer to cach question 1s probably “No.™ ™
Here again, the author of the article. Hart
cell Spence. 15 only Pg rtly correct.

The passage, “He that s without sin
umong you. let him first cast a stone at
her™ is not found in several of the older
manuscripts of the Bible. The New World
Trunslation of the Bible sets aside the first
cleven verses from the rest of the text of
John chapter eight. It s given ay a foot
note. which shows that the Sinaitic manu
seript. the Vatican MS. No. 1209 and the
Sinaic Syriac codex do not contain jhese
words. Keep in mind that the Sinaite and
the Vatican No. 1209 manuscripts are two
of the oldest in existence, dating from the
fourth century. These verses are found in
the Codex Bezae of the sixth century. the
Latin Vulgare of the fourth and fifth cen-
turies and the Jerusalem Syriac version of
the sixth century. But since the oldest
Greek mdnuscnpls do nul contain these
verses their OFigif is ¢ ]

What about the next point, “Did Jesus
really say, ‘Go ye into all the world and

23
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240 TRACING THE WAY

THE QUR’AN: A BOOK

For Muslims the Qur’an is a living, holy book in Arabic. Every word in
this description is important.

It is a book. As such it has the advantage thar all believers know where
they are. The book contains everything that has been directly revealed by
God. I£ uneqmvt)cally states the will of God. Therefore here too nothing is
to be changed. On the contrary, it is not a matter of change but of
internalization. Even as schoolchnldren, Muslims are to memorize as many
texts as possible.

It is one book e Qur’an is not, like the Hebrew Bible, a collection of
contrasting writings which at first sight seem to have no common
denoxmnator. Ner does it consist, as the New Testament does, of very

and themsclvcs mdxcatc that they do not contain all the source material
about Jesus. No, for Muslims the book is a single book of revelations
which . came 1o one and the same Propher; these revelations are therefore
consecutive and despite all the differences of time and style form a unity.
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Early conception of ths umiverse

“Blessed above sons be Asher;
let him be the favourite of his brothers, 17 death of Moses
and let him dip his foot in oil. And Moses went up from the phins of 34
23 Your bars shall be iron and bronze; Moab to Mount Nebo, 1o the top of Pisgah,
anduymxd-yt,nsbaﬂyou.rmmgthbe. which is opposite Jericho. And the Lorp
showed him all the land, Gilead 2s far as Dan,
2 “There is none like God, O Jesh’urun, all Naph'tali, the land of E'phraim anda
who rides through the beavens to your Manas’seh, all the land of Judah as far as the
help, Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain, that 3
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John Chrysostom, ‘Homily xiv on Hebrews,” in Nicene and Post-Nicene (V)
Fathers, New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1890, 14/433
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"Unlike household dust, cosmic 'dust' actually consists of tiny solid
grains (mostly carbon and silicates) floating around in interstellar
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Deep ocean waves discovered by scientists

Rv Paul Eccleston

7:0%pem GMT 2

British scientists have discovered waves that flow deep i the Pacific Ocean. Using ocean-
going rebots they detected the waves flowing eastwards almost a mile deep.

e Scientists identify arigins of frook waves

The waves - known as Kelvin waves - are much larger, longer and slower than waves seen
at the beach and are tnggered by changes mn the weather patterns above the tropical

oCean

They were known to cocur on of near the
ocean's swface bul the scientists were
surprised to find them ia the deep ocean.

Prof Karen Haywood, an cceanographer at
the Unyaersity of East Angha (UEA) and co-
author of the research, sa:d: "We ware both

surpnsed and delighted
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A lightning strike can heat the air in a fraction of a second .

When air is heated that quickly, it expands violently and then
contracts, like an explosion that happens in the blink of an eye .
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"The digital camera frame is wiped out by a close flash.
Shooting out the drivers side window I see nothing but white
light in the night. I knew the bolt was close but where I could
not say, I was temporary blinded by the flash. In this case I only
heard a quick crack, but no thunder because the bolt was so

close"’
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