Liz Miles
Meilo So

a

OXFORD






r

'!rn.di*-i“‘d \
* Tales 3

P =

O Tips for reading together

Talk together

* Look at the cover of the book together and
read the title. Ask: What might a magic
paintbrush be able to do?

* Look at page 2 where Ho is introduced. Ask:
What sort of work does Ho have to do?

¢ Explain that Ho lived in China a long time ago.

About the words in this story

* Your child will be able to read most of the
words in this story using their phonics skills.
Encourage your child to sound out and blend
any new words.

* These words are common, but your child may
find them tricky.

looked people

If necessary, read these words to your child.

made

About the story

Traditional tales have been told for many years. This is a
very old Chinese folk tale. Enjoy sharing and retelling this
timeless story with your child again and again.

During reading
» Encourage your child to read the story to you.
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Talk about the pictures with your child as they
read.

Encourage your child to say the sounds in a
word, from left to right. Tell them to point to
the sounds as they say them. Then they can
blend the sounds into a whole word,

e.g. p-ai-n-t-b-r-u-sh, j-ai-l.

Give your child lots of time to sound out each
word.

Re-read the sentence encouraging your child to
read with expression.

Notice punctuation, such as exclamation marks,
and that they affect how you say something.

Look out for repeated phrases, e.g. The ...
became real!

Use lots of praise to
encourage your child!
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Every day, Ho looked
after a rich farmer’s
cattle. He took hay
to the field.



The farmer did not pay him much. Ho had
only dry bread to eat.



One day a very thin,
old man came up the
lane. He looked hungry.
Ho gave his bread to
the man.




“Thank you,” said the
man. He gave Ho a

gift. It was a golden
paintbrush.



Ho made paints
from plants, berries
and mud.




“What shall I paint?” thought Ho. He began
to paint some hay. The hay became real!

| .Thls is a
magic
paintbrush! |




The sun was hot. The
stream was dry. So Ho
painted a blue stream.



The stream
became real! Now
the people and

the animals had 7
water to drink.



The rich farmer had lots of food to eat.
But the children and workers were hungry.
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Ho painted lots of
food. It became
real!
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Ho painted lots of things for people.
They all became real. He painted ...

a wheel ...



and some clothes.
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The rich farmer

wanted the magic
paintbrush. He put
Ho in jail and took
the brush.
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The farmer was greedy. He
painted gold. But the gold
did not become real.




“Oi, you! The paintbrush does not work for
me. Paint me a mountain of gold!” ordered
the farmer.




Ho painted the mountain of gold. He painted
a blue sea all around it. The gold and the
sea became real.
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The farmer was angry.
“I cannot swim! Why did you paint
the sea!” he shouted.




“I will paint a ship for
you,” said Ho. The ship
became real.
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The farmer set off in the ship.
“When I get back, you will paint everything
I want. The world will be mine!” he laughed.







But Ho painted a gale. The
gale became real. It took
the farmer, far, far away.




Ho returned to the farm. He painted things
for those who were kind and good to others.
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The rich farmer was
never seen again.
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Retell the story

Once upon a time...




Q Tips for retelling the story

Talk about the story

* Look at the farmer on page 10. Ask: What do you think he was thinking?
* Find three or four kind things that Ho did to help people.

= Ask: Why did the farmer put Ho in jail?

« Ask: Can you think of anything else Ho could have painted to trick the bad farmer?

<3 Retell the story using the story map

* Now you have read the story and talked about it, use the story map on page 24 to
retell the story together. Each picture shows an important part of the story.

* Encourage your child to retell the story in their own words. You could do this
together or take it in turns to tell different parts of it.

= As you retell the story, encourage your child to use descriptive words to add more
detail, e.g. He took heavy, dusty hay to the field in the hot sun.
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