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Dear reader,

T Ver7/ excited that you're )noHihs the Kindle edition of
Diary of a Wim\ay Kid in your Kands.

When T read my first e-book on a Kindle, T was amazed ot
the \aossibilﬁies. Carryihs a whole |ibrar7/ around with me on a

device T could £+ in the \7¢A|m of my hand? Amazihs.

What's been Very rewarc}ihs +o me as an author has been
seeing kids carrying their dog-eared copies of Diary of a
Wim‘)y Kid with them. ’ﬂwe Kindle allows kids to have the
whole series at their fihger‘h’Ps, and the readihs exPeriehce
is crisp and clean every time . . . with no chance of +oda>/'s

break fast s+aihih3 the pages.
ﬂ\o\hk 7/ou 'For \)urchasihs Dio\ry 01[ a \/\]im‘)y Kuc} on )/our

Kindle. T \\o‘)e it gives you lots of |au3¥\s and you Kave as
much fun rea&ihs it as T did wn‘h'h& it.

Jeff Kihhey
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JANUARY
New Year's Da)/
You know \wow you’re SU‘)‘)osed ‘o come up wH’\-\ a

list of “resolutions at ‘l’}\e J(>e3i\r\\r\ih3 of ‘I’}\e yedr
to +r7/ to make yourseh[ a better \)CFSOh?

Well, the \aroHem is, its not easy for me to think
of ways to improve mysel-f, becavse T'm o\lreo\dy
\)re++7 much one of the best PeoPle T know.

So this year my resolution is o +r7/ and \wel‘)
OTHER \Deo?|e improve. But the ﬂ'\ihg T
-fihc}ihs out is that some people dont rea||7/
appreciate it when you’re +r7/ih3 to be hel\)-ful.

THINK YOU SHOULD
WORK ON CHEWING
YOUR POTATO CHIPS

MORE QUIETLY.




One thing T noticed right off the bat is that
+he ?eoPle n my family are Joihg a |ou57 J'ob
s-h'ckihg to THEIR New Years resolutions.

Mom said she was gonna start going o +he

gym +ocla7/, but she spent the whole afternoon
wa+c)nih3 TV.

And Dad said he was gonhha go oh a strict diet,
but after dinner T caus*ﬁ him out in +he
garage, s+uf1[ih3 Hs face wH')n brownies.

Even my little brother, Mahhy, couldnt stick

with his resolution.
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ﬂ\is morhihs \'\e +told eVer‘yohe ‘H\cﬁ \'\e’s a "biS {)oy"
and }\e’s 3.’Vih3 up Hs \Ddch[ier for 3005. ﬂ\eh )ne
threw his favorite binkie in the trash.

Well, THAT New Year’s resolution didnt even
last o full MINUTE.

ﬂ'\e oh|7/ person n m7/ -deily w}\o didnt come up
with a resolution is my older brother, Rodrick,
and thats a ‘>H7/ because his list should be about
a mile and a half long.



So T decided to come up with a program o )nel\a
Rodrick be a better person. T called my plan
“Three Strikes and Youre Out.” The basic idea
was that eVery time T saw Rodrick messiha up,
T'd mark a little “X” on his chart.

Well, Rodrick got all three strikes before T even
had a chance to decide what “Youre Out’ meant.

PUNCy
PUNCy

Ahyway, I’m s+dr+ih3 to wonder if I s‘wouH J'us+
bas MY resolution, too. T+s a lot of work, and
so far T havent rea||7/ made ah7/ progress.

Besides, after T reminded Mom for like the billionth
time to stop c\-\ewihg her potato c}\i\vs so loud, she

made a really soocl point. She said, “EVeryohe
cant be as Per{ed' as YOU, Gresory." Ahcl

from what Tve seen so far, T think she’s ris\ﬁ.
Y



”)UFSQ{G?{

Dad is giving this diet thing another try, and
that's bad news for me. He’s gone about three

days without eating ah7/ chocolate, and he’s been
SUPER crahky.

The other Jo?/, after Dad woke me up and told
me to get ready for school, T acci&eh-h:\ll)/ fell
back qslee\). Believe me, thats the last +ime TN
make THAT mistake.

-
Part of the ?roblem is that Dad always wakes me
up before Moms out of the shower, so T know
that T still Nave like ten more minutes before T
heed o get out of bed for real.



Yes+erda7 j: came up wi-H\ a \)re-H'y Soocl wa?/ to
get some extra slee\) time without mdkihs Dad

mad. After e woke me up, T ook all of my
blankets down the hall with me and waited outside
the bathroom for m7/ turn in the shower.

Then T lay down rig)n-l- on +0\> of the heater vent.

And when +he furnace was blowihs, +he experience

was even BET TER +¥\ah beiha in bed.

AAAAAAAH!
00 !

FWOOSH
The ?roblem was, the heat oh|7/ $+o\7/ed on for

about five minutes at a time. So when the furnace
wasnt running, T was Just |7/ih3 there on this
cold piece of metal.

CHATTE R
— o~

ﬁcumma




This morhing, while T was waiting for Mom to be
done with her s\'\ower, T remembered someone gave
her a bathrobe for Christmas. So T went into her
closet and got it.

Let me just say that was one of the smartest
moves 1 Ve ever made. \Alearihs +hat ‘H\ihs was like
beih3 wraﬂ)ed N a 553, ﬂu#y towel that J'us-l' came
out of the dryer.

Th -Fac+, T liked i+ so muc)n, T even wore it
AFTER m7 shower. T think Dad mis}vl',Ve been
Jeo\lous HE didnt come up with the robe idea firs-l',
because when T came to the kitchen table, he

seemed extra- srumPy.




T +ell you, women have +he riSH' idea with this
bathrobe ‘l‘}\ihs. Now T'm woh&er‘ihﬁ what
ELSE 1’m missihs out on.

T J'us-r wish T had asked for m7/ owh bathrobe
for Christmas, because T'm sure Mom is gonna

make me siVe )ners back.

T struck out on Si-f'i's again +his year. T knew T
was in for a rous}\ day when T came downstairs
on Christmas morning and the oh|>/ presents in
m7/ s+ockih3 were a stick of deodorant and a

“+ravel Jic-l'iohar)/."

):

]

]: guess once you,re in middle SC\'\ool, growh-ups
decide you’re too old for +oys or ahyﬂxihs ‘H\a‘f’s
ac+ua||7/ fun.
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But then +)ne7/ sill expect you to be all excited
when you open the lame 3i1f+s +)ne7/ get you.

e o g IT'LL HELP YOU
u A D GET A JUMP-START
ON ALGEBRA!

Most of my 35(‘\'5 +his year were books or clothes.

The closest +)nih3 T got to a +o7/ was a present
from Uncle C\'\arlie.

When T uhwraP\)ec} Uncle Charlie’s SEH, T didnt
even know what it was SUP\Dosec{ to be. Tt was

this big plastic ring with a net attached 4o it.

0 0O

G
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Uncle Charlie explaihed that i+ was a "Lo\uhclry
HOO\?" for m7/ bedroom. He said :[ was SU\)\)osecl
‘o \'\ahs the Lauhdry HOO? on the back of my
door and it would make ?uHihS de}/ m7/ clir'l'}/
clothes “fun.”

PN =

O oo oa
At first T ‘H\ous)n'l' it was a J'oke, but then T
realized Uncle Charlie was serious. So T had o
explain to him that T dont qc+ua||7/ DO my

owh |auhdr7.
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T told him T Jus+ +hrow m7/ clir-fy clothes on
the floor, and Mom \Dicks +them up and takes
them downstairs to the |o\uhc1r7/ room.

Then a few d“}'S later, eVer7/+)nih3 comes back

to me in nice, folded \Diles.

T +old Uncle Charlie he should Just return +he

Lduhc}ry HOOP and SiVe me cash so T could buy
some-ﬂ\ihg T4 ac’ruo\ll)/ USE.

That's when Mom S\)oke Up- She told Uncle
Charlie she +)nou3}\+ +he Lauhdry HooP was d
GREAT idea.

11



ﬂ\eh S)ne said ﬂ'\dﬁ' from now on I’d be c}oih& m7/
OWN |o\uhdr7/. So basico\lly, it ends up +hat
Uncle Charlie got me a chore for Christmas.

T+ reo\lly stinks that T got such crummy SEHS
+his 7’edr‘. T \)u+ in a lot of effort bu-H'erihS
\Deo?le up for the past few months, and T
+)nou3)n+ i+ would pay off on Christmas.

Now that T'm reS\)thiHe for my owh Iauhclry, T
guess T'm kind of GLAD T got a bunch of clothes.
- miSH' ac+ua||7/ make it ﬂ\roug}\ the whole school
year before T run out of clean stuff to wear.

12



Mohdo\%

When me and Rowley got to our bus stop +oda7,
we found a has+7/ SUrPrise. ﬂ\ere was ad Piece

of paper +q‘>eci ‘o our street sish, and it said

that, effective +ocld7/, our bus route was ‘rezoned.

And what that means is now we have to WALK
+o sc%oo\.

Well, T'd like 4o talk +o the genius who came up
with THAT idea, because our street is almost a

quo\rJrer of a mile from -H\e sc\'\ool.

Me and Rowley had 1o run 4o make it to school
on time +oclo\7. And what REALLY stunk was
when our regular bus ?assecl us by and it was full
of kids from \r\u'\ir|e7/ Street, ﬂ'\e heishbor\’\oocl
right next o ours.
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The \r\u\ir|e7/ Street kids made mohkey hoises when
+)(\e7/ ?qssed us, which was redlly ahhoyihs because
that's exac+|7' what WE used o do when we

\)qssed THEM.
OOH OOH!
EEE EEE!

T +ell you ohe reasoh its a bad idea to make
kids walk to school. These c}ays, teachers give you
so much homework that, with all the books and
papers you have +o carry }\ome, 7/our back\)ack
ends up weia)niha like a hundred \)ouhds.

Ahd if you want 1o see what kind of an effect

that has on kids over time, all you Kave o do is
look at Rodrick and some of his friends.

14



S\Deakihs of teenagers, Dad scored a \)re++7/

big vic+or7/ +oda7. ﬂwe baddest +eeha3er in our
heis)nbor\'\ood is this kid named Lenwood Hedd')n,
and he's kind of like Dad's o\rc)nehemy. Dad has
Probably called the cops oh | enwood Heath about

(.'Pry Yimes.
DAG NABR YOU
| ROTTEN
TEENAGERS

I I

o= guess Lenwood's Pareh'l's 30+ sick of Nis act,
because +\we7/ sent him off 4o mili-h:r)/ GCd&emy.

15



Youd +hink +hat wouldve made Dad \>re-H7
}\0\\7\77/, but T dont think hell be satisfied until
every teenager oh +he ?laheJr gets sent off +o
JuVehile *m” or Alca‘h’az or SOrne‘H'\ihS. Ahci ‘I’\'\cﬁ'
includes Rodrick.

Yes+erdo\7 Mom and Dad gave Rodrick some mohey
+o buy books so he could s+uc}7/ for the SATs, but
Rodrick S\)eh‘l‘ the mohe7l on a tattoo instead.

- et .t "
f

I’Ve sill 30‘!’ a little time before ]: furn into a
+eeho\3er. But the minvte T c}o, T Suarah-i'ee 7/ou
Dad will be |ool<ih3 for the first chance to s)ni\)

me out.

Mohdo\?(

For the past week or so, Mahhy has been getting

out of bed eVer)/ his\ﬁ and comihs downstairs.
16



Thstead of ‘DU'Hihs him ris\'\‘l' back o {)ecl, Mom
lets Mahhy sit with us and watch TV.

T+s rea||7/ hot fair, because when Mahhy is with
us, T'm not allowed to watch dh)/ of the shows
T like.

Al T can sy is, when T was a kid there wasnt
any of this “getting out of bed” stuff. T did it
once or twice, but Dad put a stop o it real quick.

ﬂwere was this book Dad used to read to me eVer7/
his\\-l' called “The Givihs Tree.” T+ was a rea||7/
300& {)ook, but +)ne back of i+ )nad a Pic-l'ure of
the auvthor, this avy named Shel Silverstein.

17



But She| Silverstein looks more like a {)ur‘Slar or a

pirate +han a vy who should be writing books
for kids.

AW ONIAQ AL

Dad must have known that picture kind of freaked

me out, because one his\'\‘l' after T 30‘!’ out of bed,
Dad said —

IF YOU GET OUT OF
BED AGAIN TONIGHT,
YOU'LL PROBABLY
RUN INTO SHEL
SILVERSTEIN IN THE
HALLWAY.

-




That rea||7/ did the trick. Ever since then, T
STILL dont get out of bed at night, even if T
reo\lly need to use the bathroom.

T dont think Mom and Dad read Mahhy any
Shel Silverstein books, which Probably ex‘)‘dihs w}\y
he kee‘)s se-H'ihs up after -H\e)/ \)u+ him to bed.

T Ve heard some of the stories Mom and Dad read
to Mahhy, and let me Just say that the Peop|e
who write +these books really have a racket going.

First of all, there are \war&ly dh)l words in them,
so I’m sure it oh|7/ takes about five seconds o

write one.

SILLY BEAR YAWNING,
SILLY BEAR SAD.

SILLY BEAR SLEEPING,
SILLY BEAR GLAD!

THE END.

i

19



T +old Mom what T +\-\ou3)n+ of Mo\hh/s books,
and she said that if -er)/ were so_easy to write,
+)neh ]: s\'\ouH +r7/ wri-Hhs one my/Sel-f.

So thats exac+l7/ what T did. Trust me, it wasnt
hard, either. All you have to do is make up a
character with a Shq\)?y name, and then make

sure the character learns a lesson at the end of

the book.

Now all T need to do is mail +his ‘H’\ihs off +to
a \Du{)hs}\er and wait for the mohey to start

rollih3 in.

WISC UP:
Mr. ShroPSharp

by Gre Heffley
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Once upon a
time there was
this man named
Mr. Shropsharp

I DON'T KNOW
MUCH, BUT I DO
KNOW ONE THING:
POLAR BEARS ARE
SOME USELESS

ANIMALS.
who thought all
these crazy
thoughts.
One day Mr.
Shropsharp took

a ride in his car.

But then...




And MR. SHROPSHARP, YOU WOULD
fhen HAVE DROWNED, BUT LUCKILY
TOBUK HERE WAS SITTING ON
AN ICEBERG, AND HE SAVED
And BEFORE, I SAID THAT POLAR
S BEARS ARE SOME USELESS

ANIMALS, BUT NOW I CAN SEE
THAT NOT EVERY POLAR BEAR
IS SO USELESS AFTER ALL.

THE END

See what T mean? The oh|7/ +)nih3 T noticed
after T finished the book was that T -Forgo‘i' to
make i+ r)nyme. But the Pu’olisher is gohha have
+o pay me extra if +}\e7 want THAT.
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Saturd ay

Well, after S\)ehclihs the last two weeks walkihg
to school, T was rea||7/ |ookih3 forward o kickihs
back and doihs hoﬂ'\iha for two c}d?/s.

The ‘)roblem with wa+c\~\ih3 TV on a Sa+urcla7/ is
+hat the oh|7/ ﬂ'\ihs +hat's on is {)owlihs or 30|1[.
Plus, ‘H\e suh comes ‘H‘\roua)n our s|i&ih3 slass wihciow,
and you can barely see the TV screen anyway.

THAT'S A
SPARE,
DAVE!

%day T wanted to chahge the channel, but
+he remote was on +0\> of the coffee +able. T
was all comfortable, with my bowl of cereal in my
|a\>, so I really didn*t want to get vp.

23



T 4ried using +he Force o make the remote
levitate to me, even ﬂ'\ous)n Tve tried it a million
+imes before and i+s never worked once. To&ay o=
tried for about fifteen minutes and concentrated
REALLY \'\o\rd, but no luck. T J'us+ wish T4
known that Dad was s+ahclih3 ris\ﬁ behind me
the whole +ime.

UNH...UNH...
UNH...UNH...

Dad told me I wds gohnha )naVe o 90 outside

and get some exercise. T told Dad T exercise
all the TIME. and Jus+ +his morhihs T used
the bench press he 30+ me.

But T should have come up with SOme-H-\ihs more
believable, because i+ was \)re++7/ obvious that

washt true.
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See, the reason Dad is on my case about exercise
and all +hat is because he's got +his boss hamed
Mr. Warren, and Mr. Warren has three boys
who are +hese cro\zy s?or+s fanatics. Dad sees
the Warren kids ouvtside in their front lawn every
c}o\y on his way home from work when his carpool
goes by their house.

25



So T +think Dad is \)re-H?/ c}isa\)\)oihi'ec} every time
he gets home and sees what HIS sons are vp to.

Ah}/way, like T said, Dad kicked me out of the
house +o&a7/. T couldnt rea||7/ think of ahyﬂwiha
T wanted 1o do, but then T had a soocl idea.

Yes+erda7/ at lunch, Albert So\hc}y was +e||ih3
everyone about this avy in China or Thailand or
$ome\>|dce who could Jumv six feet S‘l'ro\ishi' up in
the air, no Joke. The wo\y the 3u7/ did it was b)/
clisgihs a hole that was three inches Jee‘) and then
Jurn\)ihs in and out of it a huhdred +imes. /ﬂ\e next
60\7/, +he vy doubled the size of the hole, and he
Jumpec} in and out of THAT. B)/ the fifth Jay, he

was Prach'call)/ like o kahaaroo.

26



Some of the auys at my table told Albert he was
full of {)o\lohey, but what he was sc?/iha made a lot
of sense o ME. Plus, T fiaured it T did what
Albert said and then ADDED a few days to the

program, all my ‘)ro’olems with bullies could be over.
|

__ LOOKIN@b,.
—/—\ FOR SOMEONE,
FELLOWS?




T got a shovel out of the garage and found a
\>|ace in the front yard that looked like a sood
S‘)O‘l’ to dis. But before T could even 3e+ s+ar+ed,
Mom came outside and asked me what T was vp to.

—l
L
—
o .
—
p— L
.-"""'.."
s
| —
| —
= hafis
L
b,

T +told Mom T was Just Jiaeiha a hole, but of
course she didn+ like THAT idea. So she came up
with about +weh'{7/ reasons w‘-\)/ T wasnt allowed
to do it.

Mom told me i+ was “Jahgerous“ ‘o cliS in the
7/arcl because of uhderarouhcl electrical lines and
sewage \Di\aes and stuff. ’ﬂ\eh she made me \Dromise
up and down that T wouldn* clis ah7/ holes in
our ydrc{. So T \)romised.
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Mom went inside, but then she ke\)'l' wa+c¥wih3 me
out +)ne window. I knew I was gohha \'\aVe o
+ake my shovel and 90 clis a hole somewhere else,

so T Keaded vp to Row|e7’s house.

T havent been going vp o Rowley’s much |a+e|>/,
mos+|7/ because of Frealey. Fre3|e7 has been
sPehdihS a lot of time in his front yarc}, and
sure ehoug)n, that's where he was +oda7/.

OES THIS SCAB
SMELL FUNNY
TO YOU?

M)/ hew s+ra+e37/ with Fresley 1S to Jus+ avoid e7/e
contact and kee\) wa|kih3, and it seemed to do
the trick +oc}q7/.
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When T 30+ o Row|e7/)s, T told him m7/ icled,
and how the two of us would \Drdc+ica||7/ be nin \)as
i we stuck with this \wole—JumPihs program T
\)lahhec} out.

“Z7IN\N
Sy

But Row|e7/ didnt seem so hot on the idea. He said
his Pareh-l's mig)n‘f 3e+ mad if we dua a ten-foot
hole in his front yarcl without askihs them, so he

was gohha \-\aVe o 3e+ +)neir \Dermissioh first.

Now, if there’s one ‘H'\iha T know about Rowle/s
parents, its that ‘H\e)/ NEVER like my ideas. T
+old Rowley we could Just cover the hole vp

with a tarp or a blanke+ or SOme‘H\Ehs and put
some leaves on top of i+, and his folks would

hever even find out. ﬂ\tﬁ' seemed to convince Hm.

30



oK , SO T admit that Rowle)/’s ?dreh+s misH‘
EVENTUALLY find out. But that wouldnt be
for at least +)nree or four moh’r)ns.

AIEEEEEEEE!

Me and Row|e7/ found a sood $‘>o+ in the front
yarcl to start clissihs, but we ran into a Problem
riah'l' away.
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ﬂ\e Srouhé was \)re‘H'y much frozen SOLID,
and we could ho\rc}ly even make a dent.

T sPeh-i' a few minutes +r7/ih3 before T handed
the shovel over 4o Row|e7/. He couldnt really
make ah7/ progress, eiﬂ\er, bt T gave him an
extra-long turn so he could feel like he was

coh+ri{>u+ih3 to the ?roJec-i‘.

Rowley got a little bit further than T did, but
when it started o 3e+ dark out, he 9ave up.
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T guess well have o take another crack at this

‘l')nihg Yomorrow.

Suhdd¥

Well, T thought about it a lot overnight, and
T realized +hat at +he rate me and Rowley are
going, were gonna to be in co||e3e before this

hole is ten feet Jee\).

So T came up with a +o+a||>/ DIFFERENT idea

for what we could do. T remembered +his +\\ih3 T
saw on |V where scientists made a “time ca'\95u|e"
and filled i+ with a bunch of stuff like hewspapers
and DVDs and ‘H\ihss like +hat. Then the scientists
buried their time ca\>5u|e in the srouhc}. The idea was
ﬂ\eﬂ' in a few huh&red 7/eo\r$ someone will come o\|oh3
and clis i+ up, and -H-\e)/ can learn how \DeoP|e from

our time used to live.

m TIMN

CAPSULE
: ® .

DO NOT OPEN
UNTIL 2300 A.D.
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T +old Rowle)/ about my idea, and he seemed
\Dre++7/ enthusiastic about it. MoS'Hy, T think ke
was just slo\d we werent gonha S‘Jehd the next

few years dissihs a hole.

]: asked Row|e7/ to donate some items o ‘)u+ n
the time ca'\75u|e, and thats when he got cold feet.

T +old Rowley that if he put some of his Christmas
presents in the +ime caPsule, \>e0\>|e in the future
would get some really cool stuff when -H-\e)/ oPehed
the box. Rowley told me it wasnt fair, becavse T
washt putting any of MY Christmas presents in
+he +ime capsule. So T had +o explain to him

+hat the people in the future would think we

were really lame i +)ne7/ o?ehed the box and it

was filled with clothes and books.
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Then T +old Rowle)/ T4 throw in three dollars of
my OWN mohey to prove T was mo\kih3 sacrifices,

“oo. /ﬂuﬁ seemed to be ehous)n to convince )m'm
to fork over one of Hs hew Video 9games and a

couP|e of other ‘l')nihﬁs.

T ac+uo\||7 had a secret Plah that T wasn+
letting Rowley in on. T knew that putting the
cash n -Hwe time capsvle was a Smart move, because
ﬂ\dﬁ' mohe7/ IS gonna be wor‘ﬂ\ a LOT more ‘H\dh
$3.00 in the future.

So *\o?e-fully whoever finds the time co\?5u|e will
travel back in time and reward me for makiha
them rich.

FOR YOU,
KIND SIR!




I wrote a little note and Pu-l' it n +)ne box Jus+
to make sure ‘H\e person w}\o finds it knows
exo\c+|7/ who to thank.

To whom it mc‘y concern:

T\'\e CGSh iS 'Fr‘om
Greg Heff ley

12 Surrey Street

Me and Rowley found a shoe box and put all of
our stuff in it. Then we sealed i+ up with some
mo\skihs +o\‘>e.

T wrote a little note on the outside of the box
to make sure it didnt 3e+ opehed ‘oo soon.

T;m
C Do not C’Peh
QPSU!e optil +ime

t+ravel IS
possible. |
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After +}m+, we \)u+ it in the hole we dug 7es+erda7/
and buried it as best we could.

T kind of wish Rowley had put some more effort
into clissiha the hole, because our time m\75u|e wash +

reo\lly buried all the waly. Hopefully hobo&y will mess
with i, because i+ needs to s+o\7 there for at
least a few hundred years.

Mohda;l

Well, my week got off 1o a roush start. When
I 30‘!’ out of bed, Mom's bdd')nro{)e wash + w\'\er‘e
it usoally is, hahgihs on my doorknob.

T asked Mom if she took the robe back, but she
said she didnt. So T have a feelihg Dad had
Some‘ﬂ\ihs to do with it.
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A couyle of days g0, T fisurec} out a way to
combine the bathrobe exPeriehce and the }\eo\'h'hs
Vent experience, and T dont think Dad reo\lly

@%@

a\)\)roVeJ of m7/ idea.

T fisure he either hid the robe or got rid of it.
Now that T +hink of it, Dad made a run to the
Goodwill bin last hia)n-f after dinner, so that's
Probably hot a sooc} sigh.

Ahyway, i Dad DID 3e+ rid of the robe, it
wouldn4 be ‘H\e first +ime he’s thrown out someone’s
Per$oha| ‘)ro‘)eri?/. You know how Mahhy has been
+r>/ih3 to C{UH’ usiha his \)dci{ier?
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Yes+erda7/ morhihg Dad 30‘!’ rid of eVer)/ sih3|e
one of Mahhy's binkies.

Well, Mahhy +o+a||7/ freaked out. The ohly way
Mom could 3e+ }\im to calm down was o c}is out
his old blanket, this +¥\ih3 he calls Wﬁhﬁ)/."

Thgy started off as a blue blanket that Mom
knitted for Mo\hh/s first bir-ﬂ'\cla)/, and it was
love at first sia)n-l'.

Mahhy carried that 'Hm'hs around with him

eVeryw’nere he went. He wouldnt even let Mom

take it away from him so she could WASH i+.

T+ started fo\llihs apart, and b)/ the time Mahhy
was two, his blanket was basica“y a couple of pieces
of yarh held +03e+\'\er b)/ raisins and boosers.
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T +think thats when l"\o\hhy started ca||ih9 his
blanke+t "’ﬁhsy."

SR

For the past coup|e of Jo?/s, Mo\hhy’s been
c}raaaihs Tihsy around the house Just like he
did w\-\eh \-\e was a bo\by, and I’Ve been +r7/ih3
+o s+a7 out of Nis way s much as Possible.

\/\ledhesda?(

Tm getting rea“)/ tired of walkihs +o school every
c{d?/, so this morhihg T asked Mom if she would
drive me and Rowley. The reason T didn*t ask her
soonher is because Mom's car is covered in all these
embo\rrassihs bum\)er stickers, and kids ot my school
are brutal when i+ comes to that sort of ‘H\iha.

40



I’Ve tried scra\)ihg +¥\e bum\)er stickers o”, but

whatever kind of Slue +\'\e7/ put on +hose ‘H\ihss is
meant to last until +\'\e end of time.

Q Y o Mychildis a
(@ (® graduate of

Q ~ TenderCuddles
A 7 Preschool

Toda)/ me and Rowley got a ride from Mom, but
T +old her to let us out BEHIND +he school.

ARE YOU SURE THIS IS
WHERE T'M SUPPOSED
TO DROP YOU OFF?

YEP,
THANKS FOR
THE RIDE!

H
-t

2




\/\]e”, I made ‘I'}\e dumb mistake of |edvih3 m7/
back\)o\ck in the car, so Mom {)r‘ous\ﬁ it to me in

fourJr)n ‘)erioc}. Ah& of course s\\e Picked TODAY
to fiho\lly start going to +he gym-

YOU FORGOT
THIS, SWEETIE!

T+ was Jus+ m7/ |uck, too. Fourth \)erioc{ is the
oh|7/ time T have a class with Ho||>/ Hills, and

I’Ve been +r7/ih3 to make a Soocl im\Dressioh on
her this year. T fisure this incident Probably set
me back about +)nree weeks.

T'm not the oh|7/ onhe who's +r>/ih3 to im?ress
Ho“)/ Hills, either. T think Jusﬂ' about eVery boy

n m7/ class }ms a crus}\ on }\er.
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Holly is the four+\w-\>re++ies+ girl in the class, but
+he top three all have JDoyfrieku{s. So a lot of
suys like me are doihs eVerer)nihs +\we7/ can Yo get
n sood with her.

TVve been +r7/ih3 to come up with an ahsle to
separate myself from the rest of the goobers
who like Ho“)/. Ahc} I ‘H‘\ihk I 1[iha||7/ -Fiaured it

out: ‘wmor.

See, the kids in my class are like Neanderthals
when it comes to Jokes. ’B 3.’Ve 7/ou an idea of
what T'm ‘l‘o\lkihs o\{)ou+, here’s the kind of ‘H\ihs
that passes for comecly at my school —

HAR HAR
HAR!

Ah7/+ime Ho||7/’s in the area, T make sure T use
m7/ best material.

13



Tve been using Rowley as.rmy comedy partner,
and T e ac+ua||7 trained him on a couvle of Pre-Hy
decent Jokes.

(WHATCHYA DOIN'?)
—” @TIN CHOCOLAT@

G-IERE D YA GET IT'?'

}) (A DOGGIE DROPPED 1@

The oh|7/ ‘Jroblem iS, Rowleyjs starting to get a li+te
Sreeéy about who 3e+s +o sa7/ wha‘h so T dont
know if this qu+hers)ni is gohha work out loh3-+erm.

CAN 1 DO THE\ /" M. . .1

s ) o
ED I

e THINK SO.

f’//l \\‘\
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rida
Well, T learned my lesson about getting o ride
from Mom, so T'm back o walkihg to school. But
when T was headihs home with Row|e7/ +his
afternoon, T serious'y didnt think T had +he
ehergy +o make it up +he hill 4o m7/ house. So T
asked Rowley if hed give me a Pissyback ride.

Row|e7 didnt exac+|7 Jump ot the idea, so T had
to remind him that were best friends and this is
the kind of ‘H\ihs best friends do for each other.
He -fihally caved when T offered o carry his
back\)o\ck for him.




T Kave a feelihg this was a one-time +\-\ih3,
‘l')nous\'\, because Rowley was com\>|e+e|7/ wi\DeJ out
{37/ +he time he Jro?‘)ed me off at m7/ house. You
know, if the school is 9oing to take awqy our bus
ride home, the least ‘H\e)/ can do is install a ski
if+ on our hill.

Tve e-mailed the ‘Jrihci\)od about five times with my
5u33e5+ioh, but I )naVeh’-f heard ahyﬂwihs back 7/e+.

\A“'\eh I So-l" o m7/ ‘wouse, I was ?reH?/ +irec},
too. M)/ new +)nih3 is that T +ake a hap every
Jo?/ after school.
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Th fact, T LIVE for my naps. S|ee\>ih3 after
school is the oh|7/ way T can really recharse my
batteries, and on most clo\ys the second T get

*\ome, I’m in bed.

/'\

T ac+ua||7/ kind of becomiha an expert at
sleePihS. Once T'm out, T can slee? 'H\roua\-\
Jus+ about ahyﬂwihs.

The oh|7/ person T know who's better at sleePihS
than me is RODRICK, and here’s the reason T
sy that. A couple of weeks a90, Mom had to
order Rodrick a new bed because hed worn his out.
So the furniture guys came +o +ake his old mattress
and box S\)rihs away.
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When ‘Hwe)/ came, Rodrick was in the middle of
his after-school hap. So ‘H\e)/ took his bed
o\way, and he Jus+ s|e\>+ on the floor, r@w’r n
the middle of his ern\)+7/ bed frame.

ﬂ’\e +\'\ih3 I,m worried about is ﬂ'\d‘l‘ Dad is soihs
to ban our after-school haps. T starting to get
+he -fee|ih3 he's sick of wakihg +he 4wo of us up
for dinner eVer7/ hi3¥\+.

! UCde?{

Well, T hate to admit this, but T +hink my naps
are s+ar+ih3 to have an effect on "'7 Srac}es.
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See, T used to do my homework when T got
home from school, and then T watched TV at
his\\-l'. La+e|7/ Tve been +r7/ih3 to do my homework
WHILE T watch TV, and sometimes that doesn+

work out too Sood.

TO MAKE SURE CARISSA
STICKS AROUND FOR ANOTHER
WEEK, DIAL "492" OR TEXT
THE WORD “CARISSA" NOW!

aQ

BEEP

T Rhad this four-\aase Bioloay paper due +ocla7/, but
las+ hia"ﬁ T kind of 30+ caus}ﬁ up in this show T
was wa+c)nih3. So T had +o +r7/ +o write the whole
+\m’h3 in the computer lab durihs recess +oc1a7/.

T didn* have a lot of time 1o do ahy reseo\rc\'\,
so T Playec} with +he margins and the font size
to stretch what T had +o four pages. But T'm
\)re++7/ sure Ms. Nolan is gonna call me on it.
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CHIMPS

A four-page paper by

GREG
HEFFLEY

50

Thisis a
chimpanzee, or
“chimp” for short.

Ga
—

N

Chimps are the
subject of the paper
you’re holding in your
hand right now.




Chimps are supposed
to be smart, but I'm
not so sure that’s true.

GET OUT OF
MY WAY, CHIMP!

BUT YOU
ARE ONE.

DON'T CALL
ME “CHIMP™!

Well, it looks like I'm
out of paper, so I
guess this is

THE
END.
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Yes+erda7/ T o\c+ua||7/ got a “Zero on a quiz in
Geosro\\)\wy. But in my defense, it was rea||7/ hard
to $+uc{7' for the quiz and watch football at +he

same time.

To be )nohes-l' wi-ﬂ\ 7/ou, ]: dont -H'\ihk +eac}-\ers
should be makihg us memorize all this stuff 4o
besih wi‘ﬂx, because in the future eVeryohe 1S
going to have o \)erSOhal robot +hat +ells you

w}wrl'eVer 7/ou heed o know.

ROBOT! WHAT'S THE
LARGEST ESTUARY
IN THE WORLD?

THE 0B RIVER,
IN BUSSIA.
@ANK YOU

ERY MUCH!
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S\aeakihs of teachers, +oda7/ Mrs. Cra.’g was ih a
reo\||7/ bad mood. Thats because the bia Jic-h'oho\ry
that usuo\lly sits on her desk was missing.

T'm sure someone J'us+ borrowed it and forsoi- to
Pu+ it bo\ck, but the word Mrs. Crau's ke\>+ usihS

o »
was stole.

Mrs. Crou's said that if the Jic+iohar7/ wash t
returned o \'\er desk before *H-\e end of ‘H\e ‘Derio&,

s)ne was kee\)ihg eVeryohe ihside for recess.

Then she told us she was going to leave the room,
and that if the “(‘.Ul\)t’H'" returned the ciich’ohar)/
to her desk, +here wouldnt be ah7/ consequences,

and there would be no questions asked.
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Mrs. Craig made Paﬁy Farrell class monitor and
lef+ the room. Pa++7/ +akes her Job as class monitor
reo\lly seriously, and when she’s in c‘warge, hobocly
dares to step out of line.

T was Jus+ )noPihS +he person who took the

dich'ohar)/ would }wrry up and come clean,
becavse T had 4wo cartons of chocolate milk
for lunch.

MAY I PLEASE
USE THE
LAVATORY?
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But hobo&y did come forward. Ahcl sure ehouah,
Mrs. Cro\.'3 stuck to her \Dromise and ke\ﬁ us inside
for recess. ﬂweh s‘-\e said s\we wds gonhha kee‘) usS

inside eVery dd}' until +)ne dic‘h’oho\ry was returned.

rida
Mrs. Crau'a has ke?'f us inside for the past +hree
30\7/5, and still no dic‘h’ohary. To&ay Paﬁy Farrell
was sick, so Mrs. Craia put Alex Aruda in
c}wo\rse of the room while she was gohe.

Alex IS a sooc} s+ucleh+, but \)eople arent afraid
of Alex the way ‘H\e)/ are of Po\-Hy Farrell. As
sooh as Mrs. Cro\ig lef+ the room, it was com‘>|e+e

thc}emohium.

ALEX
ARUDA




A couple of auys who were sick of getting stuck
inside for recess eVery Jd)/ decided o +r7/ and
figure out w‘\o took Mrs. Cro\ig’s c{ich'ohar)/.

The first person -H\ey ih+err03a+ed was this kid
hamed Corey Lamb. T +hink Corey was number
one on the list of suspects because he's smart and

he’s alwo?/s using {)is words.

Corey fessed up to the crime in no time flat.
But it turns out }\e oh|7/ said }\e did it because

+)ne pressure macle Hm crack.

SHAKE
SHAKE
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ﬂ\e hext kid on the list was Peter Lyhh, and

before 70u khew it Peter was com[essiha, too.

T fiaurecl it was just a matter of time before
+hose 3u7/s cornered ME. So T knew T had +o
ﬂ\ihk up 50me+¥\ih3 fast.

Tve read ehous\'\ Sherlock Sammy books 4o know
that sometimes i+ +akes a nerd o get 7/ou out of
a \Dihc}\. And T fisured of anyone could crack
this case, it was Alex Aruda.

So me and a cou‘>|e of other uys who were worried
about getting hassled went over to Alex to see if
he could \'\el\) us out.
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We told Alex we needed him to solve the m7/s+er7/
of who took Mrs. Crais,s Jich'ohdr)/, but Ke didnt
even know what we were TALKING abovt. T
guess Alex had been so wra\DPecl up in his book
that he hadn“t even noticed what had been 9oing
on around him for the past cou‘>|e of clo\ys.

Plus, Alex always s+o\7$ inside to read durihg recess,
so Mrs. Crais’s ?uhis)nmeh‘l' \'\ac}h’-l' \wad a bis effect
on his life.

Uh-for+uha+e|7/, Alex has read his share of Sherlock
Sdmrn)/ books, ‘oo, Sso he said he would \'\d\‘) us if
we Pd;& him five bucks. Well, +hat was +o+o\||>/
unfair, because Sherlock Sammy oh|7/ c)no\raes a
hickel. But me and the other 9“)'5 asreecl it was
worth i+, and we \Doo|ed our money, then forked
over +\'\e five do“ars.
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We laid out all the facts of the case +o Alex, but
we didnt know a whole lot. Then we asked Alex if
‘\e coulcl 3e+ uS ‘)oih‘l'ecl n -H'\e ris)(ﬁ direc-h'oh.

T ex?ec‘l'eci Alex to start +akih3 hotes and
S\)ou+ some scientific mumbo Jumbo, but all he did
was close the book he was rea&ihs and show the
cover ‘o us. Ahd 7/ou,re not gonha BELIEVE
this, but i+ was Mrs. Crm'g’s clic+ioho\r7/.

Alex said he'd been s+u&7/ih3 +he clic-h'ohary Yo get
reo\cly for the state s‘>e||ih3 bee next month. Well,
THAT wouldve been nice 4o know BEFORE we gave
Hm our five bucks. Ah}/way, ‘l')nere was ho time o
waste corn\)|aihih3, because Mrs. Craig was gohha be
back in +he room at o\h7/ second.
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Cor‘ey Lamb 3ro\’obe4 the book from A|ex and PU“’
i+ on Mrs. Craig's desk. But she walked in the
room right at that moment.

AHA!
x

Mrs. Crau'a ended up going back on her whole
“ho cohsec‘uehcesn \Dr‘omise , SO Cor‘ey Lamb is
gonhha be S\Dehdihs the next three weeks inside
durihs recess. Lookihs on the bria\w+ si&e,
+)nou3\-\, at least hell have Alex Aruda to kee‘)
him com?ahy. | | L |

Tlllll
SPe)====IF




FEBRUARY

! UCde%

Yes+erda7 in the cafe-l'eria, when T em‘)-h'ed out m7/
|uhc\'\ bag " I 30+ TWO FRUITS—and no snacks.

—O7Po_1\%

BINK Bonx E2

This was a PreH}/ bis Problem. Mom qlways ?acks
cookies or sugar wafers or SOme'H-\ihS n m7/ lunch
bas, and its u5uo\||7/ the oh|7/ ‘H\ihs T eat. So T
had no eheray for the rest of the dqy.

AT LEAST
D0 ONE!




When T got home, T asked Mom what the deal
was with the two-fruits +\'\ih3. She said she
o\lways {)uys ehous\'\ treats to last us the whole
week, so one of us boys mustve taken the snacks

out of ‘H‘\e bin in ‘H‘\e |o\uhdr7/ room.

T'm sure Mom thinks T'm the one s+ed|ih3 +he

snacks, but believe me, T alreac}y learned my
lesson about doiha THAT.

Last+ year T took treats out of the bih, bt T
+o+a||7 \)qic} the price for it when T opehed

my lunch bas at school and Pu“e& out Mom’s
substitute snack.

OULD ONE OF YOU
GENTLEMEN CARE TO
TRADE SOMETHING
FOR A PACK OF
CROUTONS?
Q . .
TS =
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T)clay at lunch it was the same exact +¥\ih3: two

fruits and no snacks.

Like T said, T rea||7/ clePehd on the boost T
get from +hat sugar. T almost fell asleep in
Mr. Watson's class in sixth Period, but |ucki|>/ T
Sho\\)'\)ecl awake when m7 head hit the back of
m7/ chair.

WOOQZAA/

When T so‘l' \'\ome, T +old Mom it wasnt fair
someone else was eating +he treats and T was
}\avihs to suffer. But she said she wasn+ going
to go grocery s‘wo?\)ihs until the end of the
week, and that T7d JU$+ have to “make do”
until then.
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Dad wasnt any )nel\), either. When T com\>|aihe<}
to him, he Just made vp a PehdH’7/ for o\hyohe
cau\g}ﬁ s+ea|ih3 Shacks, which was “ho drums and
ho Video games for a week.” So obvious|7/ he
thinks it's either me or Rodrick.

Like T said, its not ME, but T fisurecl Dad
mig)n‘f be riSH" about Rodrick. When Rodrick
went up o +)ne {)q‘ﬂwroom after dihher, I
walked down 4o his room o see if T could find

dh}l wra‘)?ers or Cl"UM{)S.

But while T was ?okihs around in Rodrick’s room,
T heard him coming downstairs. T had 4o hide

quick, because for some reason Rodrick se‘l's reaHy
bent out of sho\‘)e when he catches me in his room,

like he did 7Ies+erc}a7/

HEY, LOOK
AT ME'




Ria}vl' before Rodrick got Yo the bottom of the
stairs, T dove into his desk cabinet and shut the
door. Rodrick walked in the room, then -ﬂoP\)ed
on his bed and called his friend Ward.

Rodrick and Ward talked FOREVER, and T
was starting to think T might have to spend
the night in that desk.

(] Lt
L]

ﬂ Q
o) L
& S
Rodrick and Ward 30+ into a Pre-H')/ \'\eo\‘l'ecl

debate about whether or not a person could
throw up while s+o\hdih3 on their head, and T

il i

started to feel like T was gonna throw vp m7/se|1[.

Luckily, ris)fﬁ around +)neh, +he P}\ohe’s ba-Hery
died. When Rodrick went u‘>5+o\ir$ ‘o 3e+ +he
spare \Dhohe, T made a run for it.
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This snack +)nih3 wouldn® even be an issve if T
had mohe7/. T T did, T could Just {)uy 50me+)nih3
from +\-\e Veh&ihs mo\c\\ihe at sc)nool eVery c}o\y.

A+ +he moment, ‘H‘\ous}\, T'm kind of broke.
That's becavse T wasted all my mohey oh some

Juhk T cant even USE.

Abou‘l’ a moh‘l’% 490, I Saw ‘H\ese ads in +¥\e
back of one of my comic books, and T sent awa7

for a cou‘>|e of ‘H‘xihss that were SUPPose& to
TOTALLY c)nahge my \ife.

X=-RAY
GOGGLES

clog

Personal
HOVERCRAFT

ZOOM AROUND
TOWN ON A
CUSHION OF AIR!

FLOAT SIX FEET

—

TT="

with the

A,

See thru: ABOVE THE
WALLS e METAL e CLOTHES GROUND!
PRINT YOUR THROW
OWN YOUR
MONEY VOICE

Insert a blank
piece of paper and
roll out a $5 bill!

Y By
& (T

VENTRILOQUISM KIT




I started receivihs m7/ stuff in +¥\e mail about two

weeks 030.

The Cash Machine turned out to be some s+U\>ic{
magic +rick where 7/00 have to insert 7our OWN
mohe7' n -H'\is secret slot for it to work. Ahcl
+that wasnt Sood, becavse T was reo\lly counting
on that +)nih3 to get me out of ho\vihs to find
a Job when T grow up.

E

The X—Ro\y G°99|es Just made you see blurry and

cross-eyecl, so that was a bus+, too.




/ﬂ\e ﬂwrow Your Voice +)nih3 didn*t work at
ALL, even ‘H‘\ous}\ T followed the instructions
n +)ne book.

—————

! IM AN IDIOT
IMAN IDIOT i

But ‘H\e item ]: \'\acl ‘H\e Hs\wesi' }\o?es for was
the Personal Hovercraf+. T -Fisurec{ se‘H'ihs home
after school would be a breeze once my hovercraft

fihally showed vp in the mail.

Q638




Well, T got the \)ackase +o<}d7/, but +there wasnt

a hovercraft inside. There was Jus+ a blue\)rih+ for
how to BUILD a hovercraft, and T got stuck on

S‘l'e\) One.

Step One:

Acquire an industrial
twin-turbine engine.

T Just cant believe the people who write those
ads can get away with |>/ih3 to kids like that. T
ﬂ'\ous‘ﬁ' about Hrihg a |aw7/er‘ ‘o sue +\'\ose 307/5,
but lawyers cost mohey, and like T said before,
the Cash Machine was a piece of Sarbo\ge.

”)Uf'de¥

Today, w\'\eh I 30+ }\ome from Sc\'\ool, Mom was
waiting for me, and she didnt look too \w\:\)y.
T+ turns out the school sent home micl-c‘uo\r-fer
report cards, and she got the mail before T
could intercept it.
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Mom showed me the report card, and it wasnt
?re++7/. Then she said we were gonhha wait for
DAD +o get home to see what HE Jr’nous‘ﬁ.

Man, waH'ihs for Dad o se'l' home when you’re n
trouble is the WORST. T used 4o Just hide in
the closet, but receh+|7/ T fiaured out a better
wa7/ to handle it. \\\ow, whenever j: 3e+ n +rou{>|e,
T ask Gramma to come over for dihher, because

Dad’s not gohha act mad at me if Gramma's around.

WHY, AREN'T
YOU A DEAR?

S

————

A+ Jihher, I made sure ]: sat in +)ne seat ris\'ﬁ'

hext to Gramma.
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Luckﬂ)/, Mom didht mention m7/ re‘>or+ card &urihs
dinner. And when Gramma said she needed to leave

o 90 to Bihgo, T +a33eci n's)n+ alth with her.

CATCH YOU
GUYS LATER!

ESca\)ihs Dad wasnt the ONLY reason T went
to Bihso with Gramma. T also went becauvse T

heeded a surefire way to make some mohey.

n



T fisurecl S\Dehdiha a few hours with Gramma
and her Bihso friends was a \Dre‘Hy fair \Drice to
\)o\y for a week's worth of snacks from the

Vehc{ihs machine in the school cafeteria.

Gramma and her friends are EXPERTS at Bihso,
and -H-\e)/,re real serious about i+, +oo. ﬂ'\ey have
all sorts of gear like |uck7/ blotters and "Bihso
Trolls” and stuff like that o \-\elv them win.

One of Grammas friends is so 300& that she

memorizes all her cards, and she doesnt even

NEED 4o use a blotter to mark them off.

fae &

N
%%E

For some reason, +ohi3¥\+ Gramma and \\er friends
weren + wihhih3 like ﬂ'\e)/ usvo\||7/ do. But then on

+}\e “Cover AH" game, I 30+ eVery Square. I
7/e||ed out ‘BINGO" real loud, and the clerk came

over to check m7/ card.
712



T+ turns ouvt T messed up and covered a couP|e
of squares 'Hm-i‘ I shouHh"l' )naVe. ’ﬂ\e clerk
anhounhced +)na+ my win was ho sood, and eVeryohe
else in the room was \Dre++7/ )naﬂvy +hat +\-\e7
could kee\) Playihg.

Gramma told me not to call so much attention to
m7/se|1[ if T colled out "Bihso" again, because the

re3u|qrs dont like i+ when a newcomer wins.

T -H\ous)(ﬁ Gramma was ‘>u||ih3 my |e3, but sure
ehough, +he resulars sent one of their ladies
over to intimidate me. And T have to admit,
she did her Job rea“y well.

Well, +o&a7/ wash + exdc+|7/ my best clay ever. For
starters, T flunked my Science test. So i+ ?robably
would Ve been a 3003 idea 4o have studied last hia)n‘l'
instead of S\Dehclihs four hours at Bihso.
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T fell as|ee\> in sixth \Deriod +oc}q7/, and this time T
was ovt COLD—Mr. Watson had 4o shake me 4o
3e+ me to wake up. As a Puhis\'\meht I \'\o\c} to

sit in the front of the room.

’ﬂwr was Jus-l' fine with me, because at least up
ﬂ'\ere ]: couH sleeP n peace.

gRRe
J,

T Jus+ wish someone woke me up when sixth Periocl
ended, becavse T didnt wake up until the NEXT
Perioc} started.




The class T woke Up ih was +au3h+ by Mrs. Lowry.
Mrs. Lowry gave me detention, and on Moh&ay
I’m gonha \'\aVe to s+o\7/ after sc\'\oo| Yo serve it.

T)his}ﬁ' T was +o+o\||7/ J'i‘H'ery from m7/ sugar
withdrawal, but T didnt have any mohey to go
{)uy a soda or cthly from -Hwe convenience Sstore.

So T did 50me+\'\ih3 T'm not real \Droud of.

T went to Rowley’s and d“ﬁ up the time ca\>5u|e we
buried in his front yarci. But T ohly did it because

1 was cles‘)erarl'e.

T took the +ime ca\>5u|e back o my house, O\Dehecl
it up, and 3o+ out my three bucks. ﬂ\eh T went
down to the convenience store and {)oua)n‘f myself a

bis SoJa, a \)dck of summy bedr‘s, and a cah&y bar.
15



T quess T feel a little bad that the time capsule
me and Row|e7/ put +03e+)ner didnt s+a7 buried
for a few hundred years. On the other hand, its
kind of neat that one of US 30+ to open i+,
becavse we had o\c‘l'ua||7/ put some rea||7/ 300&
stuff in there.

5=
%-éﬁ_
Mohdo\%

T didnt rea||7/ know what to expect from detention,
but when T walked into the room, the first
+)noua)n+ T had was, “T don% be|oh3 in here with

these future criminals.”

T +ook the oh|7/ em\>+7/ seat, which was rish-l' in
front of this kid named Leon Ricket.




Leon is hot the brig)n+es+ kid in our school. He
was in detention because of what he did when a

Wasp landed on the window in homeroom.

T found out that all 7/00 do in detention is sit there
and wait for it to be over. You're not allowed +o
read or do your homework or ANYTHING, which

iS a Pre++7/ dumb rule, cohsi&erihg that most of the
kids in +here could rea“)/ use the extra s+ud7/ time.

Mr. Ra)/ was the moderator, and he more or less
ke?-l‘ an eye oh us. But every time Mr. Ray looked
away, Leon would flick my ear or give me Wet
Willie or SOme+\'\ih3 like +hat. EVeh+uo\||7/ Leon got
careless, and Mr. Ray caua)n‘f Leon with his fihser

n my ear.
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Mr. Rd}l said if he caug"ﬁ Leon +ouc}\ih3 me dsdu'h,
he was gonha be in BIG +rouble.

T knew Leon was Just gonha go back +o bugsihg
me, So T decided to Pu-l’ a S+0\> to it. As soon
as Mr. Ray’s back was turned, T slaV‘)ed my
hands +03e+}\er +o make i+ seem like Leon hit me.




Mr. Ra)/ turned around and told Leon he was
gonha have o s+a)/ another half hour, and that
he \'\ac} detention o\saih TOMORROW.

On the way home, T was wohclerihs f T made
the smartest move back there a+ +he school. T'm
hot exac+|7/ the fastest runner, and a half hour
isnt that bis of a head start.

E UCS;{G%

Tohis}ﬁ' T realized ALL of my current \Dro{>|ems
can be traced back 4o when someone in my (amily
started stealing the lunch snacks. So T decided
to catch the thief once and for all.

79



T knew Mom had gohe 3rocer7/ S\'\O\)\)ihs over the
weekend, so there was a fresh SU\D\>|7/ of snacks in
+he |auhdr>/ room. That meant the snack thief
was Pre++7 much Suarah-l*eecl to strike.

After dinner T went in the Iauhdr7/ room and
turned off the |53¥\+. Then T climbed in an ern\7+7
basket and waited.

0 ' ——
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About a half hour later, someone came in the
room and turned on the |53)n+, so T hid under a
towel. But i+ turns out it was Jus+ Mom.

T S‘l’o\yeé \>er1[ec+|7/ still while she got clothes out
of the c}ryer. Mom didht notice me in there, and
she Jum‘)ecl the clothes from +he dryer rishi' into
the bin where T was \-\icliha.
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Then she walked out of the room, and T waited

some more. I was serious|7/ reo\cly to wait there all
night if thats what i+ took.

But the clothes from the c}ryer were rea“)/ warm,
and T started feelihs a little clrowsy. And before
T knew i+, T was o\slee‘).

< SEME ~

T don* know how mo\h7/ hours T sle‘)‘f, but what

T DO know is that T woke up to the sound of
crihkliha cello'\:\whe.
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When T heard +he sound of c)newihs, T turned
on m7/ ﬂas\wlis)n-i' and cauSH' the thief red-handed.

T+ was Dad/Man, T should have known i+ was
him from the start. When it comes to Juhk foocl,
he’s a total ADDICT.

T started to give Dad a piece of my mind, but
he cut me off. He wash+ interested in +a|kih3
about w‘wy he was stealing our lunch snacks. Wha+t
he WAS interested in +o\|kih3 about was what
the heck T was c}oihs buried in a ‘)ile of Mom’s
underwear in the middle of the his}ﬁ.

RisH' at that moment, we heard Mom coming
down the stairs.
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T think me and Dad realized how bad +he situation
looked for both of us, so we each Just srabbe& as
mo\hy oatmeal creams as we could carry and made a

run for it.

Wedhesda?g

T was sHill rea“)/ steamed at Dad for stealing our
lunch treats, and T was planning on confronting
him +ohn'3)n+. But Dad was in bed {>7/ 6:00, so T
didnt get m7/ chance.

Dad went to bed so ear|7/ because he was
Je\vresseé about SOmeﬂ\ihs +hat \\d\)Pehed when
he got home from work. When Dad was getting
the mail, our heis\'\bors from vp the street, the
Snellas, walked down the hill with their new baby.




The baby’s hame is Seth, and T think he’s about
+wo months old.

EVery time the Snellas have a ’oaby, six_months
later +}\e7/ throw a bis "}mlf-bir'l')ndqy" Pari'y and
nvite all the heis\-\bors.

The \'\iﬁ\\li@\ﬁ of each Snella \\alf-’oir‘ﬂ\c}a)/
\)qr+7/ is when the adults line up and +r7' to

make the bdb)/ |du3¥\. /n\e grown-ups do all
these wacky +)nih3$ and make COMPLETE

fools of themselves.
GOO GOO GOO
GOO GOO!

TVve been o every sihsle Shella )nalf—'oir‘l'}\c}a)/
\aar-l'y so far, and no bab)/ has |o\u3}\ec} once.
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EVeryohe knows the REAL reason the Snellas
have these }\qh[-bir‘l')ncia)/ parties is because their
{bis dream is to win the $l0,000 Grand Prize on
“America’s Funniest Families.” T‘ndd"s this TV show
where +)ne7/ Plo?/ home movies of \DeoP|e getting hit
in the groin with solf balls and stuff like that.

The Snhellas are Just \wo?ihg someﬂ\iha rea“)/ fuhhy
will )na\)\)eh at one of their parties so -H\e)/ can
catch it on video+a\>e. ﬂ-\e/Ve ac+ua||7/ gotten some
‘)reH‘)/ sooc} stuff over +he years. During Sam
Snellas )na”-bir'ﬂw&a)/ Par-iy, Mr. Bittner S‘)lH‘

his pants Joihs J'umviha J'qcks. And Juriha Scott

Snellas Par+7/, Mr. Odom was walkihs backward,
and he fell in the baby ?ool.




The Snhellas turned in those videos, but +¥\e7
didnt win ah7/+\wih3. So T guess -Hwe/re J'us+
gonha kee‘) }wavihs babies until +he7/ do.

Dad HATES ?erformihs in front of people, so hell
do eVer7/+\-\ih3 he can to avoid }xavihs to act like o
{ool in front of the whole heis)nborhoocl. And so
far, Dad has weaseled his way out of every sihsle
Shella )nalf-bir-f)nda?/ Par+7.

At dinner, Mom told Dad he HAS +o go to
Seth Snellas ha”—bir'i')nclay Par+7/ in June. And
T ?re++7/ sure Dad knows that this time, his
humber is fiho\lly up.

”)UFSQ{G?{

EVerybocl)/ at school has been +a|kih3 about the {)ig

Valentine's Dance that's coming up hext week.
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This is the first year at my school that ‘H-xe)/’Ve
ac+ua||7/ had a dance, so eVeryohe’s all excited.
Some of the 307'5 n my class were even o\skihg
girls if ‘I’}\e)/ would be their dates to the dance.

Me and Rowley are both bachelors at the
momen-t, but +hat's not gonhha s+0\> us from
arriving in s+7/|e.

T fisure& if me and Row|e7/ scra\)ec} +09e+\~\er
some_money in the next few clays, we could rent
a limo for the hig)n‘l'. But when T called the limo
company, the vy who answered the P\-\ohe called
me ‘Maam.” So +hat ‘>re-H7/ much blew any
chance he had of getting MY business.
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Since the dance is next week, T realized T was

gonhha heed Some-ﬂ\ihs ‘o wear.

Tm kind of in a \)ihc\-\ becavse T ve a|rea37/ worn
most of the clothes T 30'1‘ for Christmas , and
T'm almost out of clean stuff to wear. T went

ﬂ'\r‘ous}\ m7/ dir‘i’y cloﬂ'\es to see if ‘H’\ere was
ahy-f)nihs T could wear a SECOND +ime.

T sePara-recl m7/ Iauh&ry into two \)iles.‘ ohe
that T could wear again, and one that would
get me sent down 1o Nurse Powell’s office for a
lecture on \\ysiehe.

25
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T found a shirt in pile number one that wasnt
so bad, except it had a Je\ly stain on the left-
hand side. So at the dance, T Just heed to

remember to kee\D Ho||7/ Hills 4o the riSH' of me

at all times.

Valentine's Da}/

T was up late las+ hiﬁ\'\'l' mo\kihs Valentine's cards

for eVeryohe n m7/ class. “:m \>re++7 sure m7/
middle school is the oh|7/ one in the state that
still makes all the kids give cards to one another.

Las+ year T was ac+ua||>/ |ookih3 forward to the
card swap. The h@-ﬁ' before Valentine's Pay, £l

S\‘)eh+ a lot of time mdkihs an awesome card for

this sirl named Natasha who T kind of liked.

.Q.'Bdoved/h}a-mﬂw— Let the bonfire of my
love: wrap yow inv ity
For yow, afire blages wouwmitiv
inv my heart
o our kiss coulds
So strong that the %ﬂwm
embery alone could ?hax: constune mes
bring o thouwsand hot i
tuby to-av boil To-yowI pledge my
) ; love;, my desive, my
So- intense that it life
causses snowmen
everywhere to- despaiv 9?(5.@9,




T showed Mom my card to check for spelling
errors, but she said what T wrote wasnt "o\se
o\\)\)ro?riwfe." She told me mo\ybe T should Just
get Natasha a little box of cahcly or some+)nih3,
but T wasnt about to +ake romantic advice from
my mother.

A+ school eVeryohe went around the room and \Du+
their Valentine's cards in one another’s boxes, but

T delivered my card to Natasha Vers"h““)"

T let Ker read it, and then T waited to see
what she made for ME.

Na+tasha clua around in her box and \)u“ecl out
+his c)nea\) s+ore-{>ou3¥\+ card that was SUP\)oseJ to
be for her friend Chantelle, who was out sick
that day.
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Then Natasha scribbled out her friend’s name
and \DU+ MY name on it instead.

Ahywa?/, you can \)roba{ﬂ)/ see w}\y T wasnt too
eh+\wsias+ic about ‘H’\e card exc)nahge THIS year.

Last his\-rl' j: came up wi-H-\ a 3rea+ idea. j:
knew I ha& to make a card for eVeryohe n +¥\e
class, but instead of beihs all mus)ny and S“)’"‘S

+)nih35 T didnt rea||7/ mean, 1 told eVeryohe
EXACTLY what T ‘H\ous)n‘l' of them.
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The +rick was, T didnt dc+uo\||7/ SIGN ahy of
my cards.

A few of the kids comvlaihecl about the cards +o
our teacher, Mrs. Riser, and then she went around
the room +r7/ih3 to -fisure out who sent them. T
knew Mrs. Riser would think that whoever
DIDN’T get a card was the culPrH, bt T was

\)re?ared for -H-\arl', because I made a card for
MYSELF, too.
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Af-l'er the card exc)nahae came the Valentine's
Dance. The dance was oriSihally SUP\DoseJ to be
at NIGHT, bt T guess ‘H\e)/ couldnt 3e+
ehough parents to Voluhteer o be c}m\)erohes. So
‘l')ne71 put the dance smack in the middle of the
school day instead.

The teachers star+ted rouhdihs eVeryohe up and
sehdiha them down 1o the auvditorium at around
1:00. Ahyohe who didht want to cous}\ up +he
two bucks for admission had +o g0 down to Mr.
Ray’s room for s+uc17 hall.

But it was ‘Jre‘H7/ obvious to most of us ‘H'\a‘l'
"s+uc17 hall” was basico\lly the same 'Hm'hg as
c}e‘l‘eh-ﬁoh.




The rest of us filed into the gym and sat in the
bleachers. T dont know why, but all the J(>o7/s sat
on one side of the gym and all the sirls sat on

the other. Once eVeryohe was inside the aym
the teachers started the music. But whoever
\)icked out the songs is SERIOUSLY out of
touch with what kids are listening o +hese clays.

YOU DO THE
HOKEY POKEY CRIAA RS
AND YOU TURN S
YOURSELF 59

AROUND....

oy

yZ

For the first fifteen minutes or so , ho onhe moVed

a muscle. Then Mr. P\wi”i‘)s, +he 3uidahce counselor,
and Nurse Powell walked +o the middle of the gym
and started do\hcihﬁ.
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T guess Mr. PH”.’\)S and Nurse Powell -H\ous}vl' if
THEY started Jahcihs, all the kids would come
down onto the floor and J'oih them. AN -H\e)/
REALLY did was GUARANTEE +hat everyohe

s+o\7/ed n +)neir seat.

Fiha“y, Mrs. l"\o\hcy, +he Frihci?o\l, sro\b{)ed a

micro?*\ohe and made an announcement. She said
+hat everyone in the bleachers was REQUIRED
to come down onto the floor and Athe, and it

would count for 20% of our P)nys Ed sraées.

At that point me and a couple of other boys
tried to sheak out to 90 down to Mr. Ra?/'s
room, but we So-l' cau3¥-\+ b)/ some +eac\\ers w)no
were blockiha the exits.
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Mrs. Mdhc)' wash + ki&diha about the aym Srade
‘l')nihg, either. She was wo\lkihs around with Mr.

Uhclerwooc}, +he P}\)/S Ed +eo\c\'\er, and he was
carryihs his Srdde‘book with him.

I’m d|read>/ close o -ﬂuhkihs P}'\}/s Ed, so I
khew it was time o get serious. But T didnt
want to look like a fool in front of the kids in
my class, either. So T Just came up with the
simP|es+ move L could do that would +ec)nhica||7/
qualify as "dahciha."

) ® ®

\\ STep

PAUSE PAUSE




Uh{or‘i’uhd‘l'el)l , a bunch of 9“}/5 who were worried
about THEIR P}\)/s Ed srades saw what T was

doihs, and -H\e)/ came over o w)nere I was. Ahd
the next ‘I’Hhﬁ T khew, T was surrounded 57/ a

buhc\'\ of bozos w"\o were s+ea|ih3 m7/ moVes.

T wanted 4o get as far away from those guys
as ]: couH, so I looked around +)ne sym for a

\)lace where T could 90 and dance in peace.

Thats when T sPo-H'ecl Ho||7/ Hills across the
room, and T remembered w)n)/ T even bothered
coming o the dance in the first ‘)|ace.

Ho“)/ was Jahcihg with her friends in the middle
of -H-\e 37/m, and I started doihs m7/ s+e‘>-clahce
ﬂ\ihs, moviha s|ow|7 toward them.
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All +he 35r|s were |urn\>ec} +03e+)ner in ohe bia
pack, and -er)/ were dancing like professionals,
Vrobably because +he>/ sPeh& all +heir free time
wq+c)nih3 MTV.

Aigigpiflypdin

Ho”y was ris’n‘l' in the middle of the group. T kind
of danced around +)ne outside of ‘H\e circle for a
while, trying to find an opening, bt T couldnt.

Fiha“y, Ho||7/ s+0\>\>ed dahciha and went o get a
drink, and T knew it was m7/ bis chance.




But Just when T was about to go vp to Ho||7/
and say Someﬂ\ihs wi++7/, Fregley came ﬂyihg n
ouvt of NOWHERE.

BOOGIE BOOGIE !

Freﬁl"')' had \)ihk frosting covering his face, so

he was ProbaH)/ all ‘wo?‘)e&—uv oh sugar from the
cuPcakes +¥\e7/ were serVing at the refreshments
table. A“ I know for sure is +)na+ }\e TOTALLY
ruined what should have been a great moment
between me and Holly.

A few minutes later, the dance was over, and T

missed my chance to make a soocl im‘)ressioh on
her. T walked home alone after school, because T
Just heeded a little time by myseh[.
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After dinner Mom told me there was a Valentine's
card out in the mailbox with my hame oh it. When
T asked her who it was -from, she Jus’r said,
“someohe S\)ecial." T ran out 4o the mailbox and
30+ the carcl, and T have 4o admit T was Pre‘Hy
excited. T was \\o?ihs it was from Holly, but there
are at least four or five other girls ot my school
who T wouldnt mind Se-HihS a card 1[r‘om, either.

’ﬂwe card was in a bis \Dihk theloPe wiﬂ\ m7/
hame written in cursive. I ri‘JPed it opeh, and
*\ere,s w\'\a‘i' I found: a s"\eei’ of construction

paper with a \Diece of cah&y +a\>eci to it, and it
was from ROWLEY.

>, )

A~

b

Sometimes T Just dont know about that boy.
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MARCH

Sa+urdo\?[

The other Ja)/ Dad found Mahhyjs blanke+, Th@)/,

on the couch. T dont think Dad knew what it

was, So he +hrew it away.

v

Ever since then Mdhh)/’s been turning the house
u‘)side down |oo’<ih3 for his blanket, and -fiho\lly
Dad had o tell him that he accidehﬂ“y +hrew
it out. Well, Mahhy got his revenge 7/es+erc}o\7/

by using Dad’s Civil War battlefield as a \>|a7/$e+.




Mo\hhy’s been +o\kih3 )m's ahger out on eVeryohe
else, too. Toclay :[ was siH'ihs on +)ne couc}x J'us+
mihdihs my own business, and Mahhy walked up to

me ah& sau'c} —

PLOOPY!

T didnt know if “P|oo‘>y” was some kind of little-
kid bad word or what, but T didnt like the
sound of it. So T went 4o find Mom and ask

her if SHE knew what it meant.

Uh-for-fuha-l'el)/, Mom was on the ‘Jhohe, and
w‘weh s‘\e’s so\bbihs wi‘H\ one of \wer friehcls, it
takes forever +o 3e+ her attention.

MOM MOM

MOM MOM BLAH BLAH

BLAH BLAH




T fiha"y got Mom +o stop +a|kih3 for a second,
but she was mad that T ih+errU\>+ecl her. T +old
her l"\o\hhy called me "P|oo‘>7/," and she said —

(wHAT i PLOOPY?)

%

ﬂm‘l' kind of threw me for a secohd, because its
the exact ques‘h’oh T was ‘h’)/ih& to ask HER. T

didnt have an answer, so Mom Just went back o

}\er conversation.

After that, Mahhy knew he had a green ||'3\-\+ to
call me Ploopy whenever he wanted, and that's what
he's been Joihs all c}ay.

WIPE MY
HEINIE,
PLOOPY!
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T guess T shouldve known that +e||ih3 on Mdhh7/
wash+ gonha get me ahyw)nere. When me and
Rodrick were lit+te, we used to tell on each other
so much that it made Mom crazy. So she broug‘ﬁ
out this thing called the Tattle Turtle 4o solve
+he Problem.

Mom came up with the Tattle Turtle idea when
she +au5)n+ PreschooL The idea behind the Tattle
Turtle was +hat if me and Rodrick had a Problem
with each other, we had to tell the Tattle
Tortle instead of Mom. Well, the Tattle Turtle
worked ovt GREAT {for Rodrick ) but not so

MUC*\ 1[or me.

TATTLE TURTLE,
RODRICK STOLE ALL
THE MONEY FROM
MY PIGGY BANK!

o[ =]
L4 =T




Easter

On the car ride to church +oclo\)/, T felt like T
was sitting oh something s+ick>/. And when T got
out and turned around to look at the back of my
pants, there was chocolate ALL OVER +hem.

Mahh7l had brougH his Easter buhhy with him
n ﬂ\e car, and I mustve been si++ih3 on anh ear

or 50me+\'\ih3.

Mom was +r7/ih3 to get +he -fami|7/ inside so we
could get Sooc} seats, but T +old her there was
no WAY T was going in there |ookih3 like +that.

T knew Holly Hills and her family were Probo\bly
alreacly there, and T rea||7/ didn* need her
wohderihs f T4 \Dooped n m7/ \)qh+s.
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Mom said skiﬂ)iha church on Easter wasnt an
0\7+ioh, and we arsued back and 1[or+\\. ﬂ'\eh
Rodrick chimed in with HIS solution.

HE CAN WEAR
MY PANTS!

Rodrick knows that church on Easter is alwa?/s
at least two hours |oh3, so he was Just |ookih3
for an excuse to get out of it. But risk‘l' at
that momen-t, Dad’s boss and his -fdmﬂ)/ \Du”ec} up

o\lohssic}e us in the ‘)o\rkihs lot.

HAPPY EASTER,
HEFFLEYS!




Mom made Rodrick put his pants back on, and then

s\we gave me \wer sweater to tie around my waist.

I cloh’+ know ch)n wads worse: wearihs c}ress Pah+s
wH'\'\ c}\ocohﬁe all over ﬂ\em or wedrihs Mom's \Dihk
Easter sweater like a kilt.

N\

Church was ‘)re‘Hy full. The oh|>/ seats that were
em‘ﬁy were risH' up front where Uncle Joe and
his {dmily were Si‘H’iha, so we sat next to them.

T looked around, and T s?oHeJ Ho“y Hills and
her fo\mily three rows back. T was Fre-Hy sure
she couldnt see what T was wearing from the

waist down, so that was a relief.
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As soon as the music started up, Uncle Joe
r‘eo\c)ned out to \'\OH )nahc{s wH')n me and his wi-[e,
and \'\e started sihsihs.

T +tried to break free a couple of times, but
Uncle Joe had an iron grip- The song was oh|7/
like a minute |oh3, but o me it felt like half

an hour.

After the song was over, T turned 4o the ‘people
behind us, \)oih+ecl at Uncle Joe, and made the
"cuckoo" Sish So eVeryohe khew i wa5h,+ on boo\rc}

with this holding-hands thing.

RL
1\,}\
L

-y

.
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Somewhere in the middle of church, ‘l’}\e)/ \)o\ssecl
a basket around so \Deovle could give mohey to
he\P -H\e heedy.

I didnt }\o\\/e o\hy mohey of m7/ owh, So I
w‘\is?ere& to Mom to see if she would give me o
dollar. Then, when the basket came to me, T
made a {)ia deal of putting the dollar in +he

baske+ to make sure Ho||7/ could see how generous

I was.

But when T \)u-l' +he mohey in the baske-i', T
realized Mom had given me 4 TWENTY, not a
sih3|e. T 4ried +o Srab +he basket to make
c}mhse, but i+ was too late.

Al T can say is, T better get some points in
Heaven for THAT donation.
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I’Ve heard ‘H\q‘l' w)neh 7/ou do Sood clee&s, you’re
SU\D\)oseJ to be all private about i+, but that
doesn+ rea“)/ make a whole lot of sense o ME.

T T start \'\iclihs rv?/ 3004 deeds, T'm sure T
Jus’r regre’r i+ later on.

BUT WHAT ABOUT
THAT SQUIRREL I
HELPED WITH THE
BROKEN LEG?

SORRY'...I
MUST VE

MISSED THAT.

TR
i
I L
~ \
~ O
VTV Y-

Like T said before, the Easter service is SUPER

|oh3. One of ‘H’\e songs was soihs on for about
five minutes, and T started looking for ways o
entertain myseh[.
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The way +that Rodrick kee\)s Rimself bu57 when
he’s bored is by \Dickihs at this scab on the back
of his hand that he never lets heal, but T'm not
really interested in going +hat route.

Mdhh7/ has i+ MADE in church. Mom and Dad let
him briha all sorts of stuff with us to kee‘) him
entertained. Pelieve me, Mom and Dad never let

me {)riha ah7/+)nih3 o c\wrc\w w\-\eh ]: was Hs age.

Mom and Dad ALWAYS baby Mahhy, +¥\ou3}\,
and Tl give you an exo\m‘)le of what T'm +a|kih3
about. Last week T"\ahhy was at \Dresc}\ool, and
when he oPehed up his lunchbox his sandwich was
cwt in HALF, not in QUARTERS, +he way he
likes it.
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Mo\hhy +threw a }wse temper tantrum, and the
teachers had 4o call Mom. So she lef+ work and
drove all the way down to Mo\hhy)s school to

make the extra slice.

THERE YOU
GO, SWEETIE!

Ahyway, T was -l')nihkihs about this at c)nurc)n, and
all of a sudden T got an idea in my head. T

leaned over o l"\o\hhy and w\\is?ered —

Well, Mahhy com\>|e+e|7 LOST i+.
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He started BA\A/LING, and eVeryohe in the church
turned their heads our Wo\7/. Even the minister
s+o‘>\>ec1 +a|kih3 to see what was soihs on.

Mom couldnt calm Mahhy Jowv\, so we had o
leave. Thstead of walkihg out the side door,
+)nou3)n, we walked ris}ﬁ' down the center aisle.

T +ried to look as cool as \)ossi{>|e when we
walked past the Hills 'deﬂ)/, but it was \)re-H'}/

+ou3¥\, cohsi&erihs the circumstances.

The oh|7/ person more embarrassed than me was
Dad. Dad tried 4o cover his face with the church
bulletin, but his boss S\)O"H'ed him and gave Dad
the “+humbs U\)" on the way out.
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’ﬂwihss have kind of been tense around the house
since the mess the other c}o\y. First of all, Mom was
really mad at me for calling Mo\hhy "PlooPy," so T
had to remind her that she didn“+ have ahy Problem
when MANNY said i+. So Mom banned the word
for eVeryohe, and she said that if ahyohe was
caush‘l‘ sayihs i1, ‘H‘\e)/’& be 3rouh<}ed for a week.
But of course i+ didn+ take |oh3 for Rodrick 4o
find o |00\>¥\o|e.

MONDAY TUESDAY
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This isnt+ the FIRST +ime Mom has banned us
from so?/ihs certain words in -H'\e house. A w\wi|e

back, Mom made a “no swearihg" rule, because

Mo\hhy was \)ickihg Up hew words left and n'S)n-h

EVery time someone said a bad word in front of
Mahhy, ‘ery had o put a dollar in his “Swear Jar.”
So Mahhy was getting rich off of me and Rodrick.

And then Mom U\)\)ed the ante {)7/ {)ahhihs words
like "s+U\>iJ" and "Jerk" and stuff like that.
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T) keep from Soihs bo\hkrU\)'l', me and Rodrick
came up with a bunch of code words that meant
the same +\'\ih3 as the banned wor&s, and we Ve
been using them ever since.

SPOOKY
STORK!

!

.‘
‘-

EVery once N a w\\ile, T forse‘i' to switch back
when T get to school, and T end up |ookih3
dumb. Just +oc1a7/, David Nester S\)H‘ out a \jiece

of gum and it landed in my hair. T rea||7/ let loose
with everything T had, but T dont think T upset
David 4oo much. 2

RASPBERRY
PLASTIC
TICKLE BEAR!
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ﬂ\e other +)nih3 +hat's chahsecl since Easter is
that Dad has been on me and Rodrick’s case. T
guess \we’s tired of us |ookih3 bad in front of Hs

boss, Mr. Warren.

Dad made Rodrick enroll in an SAT class, and
*\e made ME Si3h up for Rec Leasue soccer.

Soccer +r7/ou+s were +ohi3)n+. The coaches lined
up all the kids for a “skills test,” where you had
+o dribble the ball between some cones and stuff
like +hat.

T tried my best, but T got ranked "Pre-Al\)ha
Minus,” which Tm sure is Jus+ adult code words
for “You Stink.”

I SAID GO

AROUND
,THE CONES!




After the skills test, +)ne7/ put us on different
teams. T was }\oPihS T4 get ohe of those fun
coo\c\'\es w\'\o doesnt take s?or‘fs oo serious\y " like
Mr. Proctor or Mr. Gibb, but T got the worst
one out of the whole bunch, Mr. Litch.

Mr. Litch is one of these drill sergeant i)/?es
who likes to 7/e|| a lot. Mr. Litch used to be
Rodrick’s coac\-\, and ‘\e’s Pre-H')/ much +)ne reason
Rodrick doesnt do S\)or'l's dh7/ more.

YOU NEED A
HAIRCUT!

Ahyway, our first real practice is tomorrow.
HoPe-fu”y, T Just get cut so T can get back to

\)|a7/ih3 video games. Twisted Wizard 2 is SU\)\)osed +o
come out sooh, and T heard its AWESOME.
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T 30‘!’ ?u+ on a team with a bunch of kids T
didnt really know. The first thing Mr. Litch did
was hand out uniforms, and then he told us to

come up wi‘l'}\ a team hame.

T 5u33es+ecl that we call our +eam the “Twisted
Wizards," and 3e+ +\-\e Game Hu+ to spohsor us.

//,a:__

\\\obociy liked my idea, -H-\ous}\. One kid said we
should call +he +eam the “Red Sox," which T
+)nou3\-\+ was a terrible idea. Number one, the Red
Sox are a BASEBALL team, and number two, our

soccer uhiforms are BLUE.

But of course eVeryohe else LOVED +the idea, and
that's the name that won out. Then the assistant
coach, Mr. Boone, said he was worried that if we
called our team the Red Sox, we mia)rﬁ get sued.
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Tm \)re'H’y sure those 30715 have better ﬂ'\ihss to
do than +o g0 around suing middle school soccer
teams, but like T said before, ho{)oc}y wanted to
listen 4o MY opinions.

So +)ne team Voted o c\'\o\hse +\'\e hame to ' Red
SOCKS," and that was final.

After +hat we started practice. Mr. Litch and
Mr. Boone made us run |d\)$ and do |e3-|i-F+s and a
bunch of other stuff that had hoﬂ-\ihs to do with
soccer. Ln between wind S\)rih+s, T }wha out b)/
the water cooler with the other 4wo Pre-A|‘>\~\o\
Minus uys: And eVery +ime we were slow getting

back to the field, Mr. Litch would 7/e|| -

GET YOUR
BUTTS OVER




Me and the other auys +)nou3)n+ it would be \)re-H7
fuhhy if the next time Mr. Litch said that, we all
roh ot Hm wi‘H\ our butts s+ickih3 out.

So the next time Mr. Litch yelleJ for us to get

our butts over ‘Hwere, I ran wi'ﬂw m7' rear end
\Doihi‘ec{ at him. But the other 3“}/5 TOTALLY
}whs me out to c}ry

Mr. Li+c)n did not qPPrecio\-i'e m7/ sense of }wmor,

and he made me run three extra |a\>s.

When Dad ?icked me up at the end of practice,
T told him that mo\ybe +his soccer +Hh3 wasnh+
such a soocl iclea, and that he should \)robably
Just let me quit.
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That made Dad Pre++7/ mad, so he said —

NO SON OF

MINE 15 A
N BUITTER.'

Which isnt rea“)/ trve at all. Tm o« HUGE quitter,
and so is Rodrick. And T +hink Mahhy is on his
third or fourth Presc}wool {))/ how.

Ahywa?/, T 30+ +he feelihs that if T'm gonhha
3e+ out of soccer, T gonhha have o think of

another o\hgle.

rida

Ever since T started \Dlayihs soccer, 1 Ve been
going 'H\rous}\ my clothes twice as c‘uick as T did
before. Tve been +o+a||7/ out of clean stuff 4o
wear for a while now, so Tve been Pu“ihg all of
my clothes out of my dir-fy |auhc}r>/ piles. But T
found out +ocia7/ +hat recyclihs clothes from the
dir+7 |duhclr‘7/ pile can be risky.
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T was wa|kih3 b)/ some girls in +he }mllwqy
‘l'ociqy, and a pair of Jir-f)/ underwear fell out of
one of my pant legs. T Just ke‘>+ wa|kih3 and
hoped that the Sirls migH think the underwear

wash + o\c+0du7/ mine.

( HEE HEE HEE!) ,

But T \Daid the price for THAT decision later on
n +}\e dd}”

A PAIR OF BOYS' UNDERPANTS
WITH THE NAME “GREG H."
WRITTEN ON THE WAISTBAND WAS
FOUND IN THE HALLWAY. WOULD
THE OWNER PLEASE COME TO THE
FRONT OFFICE TO RETRIEVE HIS
ARTICLE OF CLOTHING?




T think Td better }wrry up and learn how o

do m7/ |o\uhdr7/, becavse T'm rea"y ruhhihs out of
o‘rh'ohs. Tomorrow T'm gonha have to wear a
T—shiri' T 3o+ from m7/ Uncle Gary’s first wedclihs,
and T'm really ho+t |ookih3 forward o it.

oary and Lindg

Everlasting Love
h\_\

T was kind of down in the dum‘)s on the walk home
from school +o&a7, but +hen someﬂ\ihg \wﬂ)ehec} to
c\mhse +hat. Row|e7 told me one of his friends

from karate was “\aVihS a sleePoVer -H\is weekehd,

and he asked me if T wanted to come a|oh3.

124



T was about to say “ho way," but +hen Rowley
said something that got my attention. The kid
who's )ndVihs +he ‘>ar+7/ lives on Pleasant Street,
which is in the same heiS)nborhood that Ho”)f Hills

lives in.

At lunch +odo\>/ T overheard a cou‘>|e of sirls sayihs
+hat HOLLY s )navihs a s|ee?oVer Sa-l'urda)/ his\-ﬁ',
so this could reqlly be the o?PoH'uhH'y of a
LIFETIME 1[or me.
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Tohis}vl' at soccer \quch'ce , Mr. Litch +old
eVeryohe +he \)oSH'ioh +)ne7/’d be Pla)/ihs in the
first game oh Suhdd?'.

Mr. Litch 4old me T'd be +he "S\ws," and that
sounded \)re‘Hy cool to me. So w)neh I 30+ }\ome,

]: brasaed to Rodrick about it.

E ‘H\oug)n‘f Rodrick would be impressecl, but Ke Just
|au3)ned. He 4old me that S\ms wash + ac+ua||7/ a
real position on the field—it's Just o kid who chases
the ball when i+ goes out of bounds. Then he
showed me a rulebook with all +he soccer positions,

and sure ehouah, S)MS washt in it.
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Ro&rick 1S a|wa)/$ \)u“ihg m7/ |e3, So I guess I“
Jus+ have 4o wait until this weekend to see if he's
telling the truth this time.

SUhdd}{

Remind me to never go o a slee?oVer with

Rowley again.

Yes+ercla7/ afternoon Mom dro‘)‘)ed me and Row|e7/
off at his friend’s house. The first hint that T

was in for a |oh3 his\'\‘l‘ was when we walked into
ﬂ\e )nouse ahcl ‘I'}\ere wasn+ a k.& -H-\ere w‘wo was

older ‘H’\dh Six.

l"\y SECOND hint was that everyohe was wearing
their karate gear.




The whole reason T even WENT 4o +his slee\)oVer
was so we could all sneak out and crash Holly’s
slumber ‘mr+7/. But Rowleyjs {friends were more
interested in “Sesame Street” +han +)ne7/ were

n sirls.

All +hose uys wanted to do was \)qu a bunch of
dovey Po\r+7 games, like Blind Man’s Bluff and
+hat kind of -H\ihs. T couldve been Playihs Spin
the Bottle with Holly Hills, but instead T spent
m7/ hiS)n‘I' +r7/ih3 hot Yo get Srovec} b)/ a bunch of
firs+-3rac}ers.

)

Rowle/s friends ‘)layecl some other games, oo, like
Freeze '\;3 and Twis+er.
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T excused m7/se|1[ to go upstairs when someone

5u33e5+ed we could \>|a7/ “Who Licked Me?”

T +ried ca||ih3 Mom to come ‘Dick me up, but she
was out with Dad. So T knew T was stuck at
Jr)m's kid’s )nouse for ‘Hwe his)n-l’.

At about 9:30 T decided o Jus+ 90 to slee‘)
and 3e+ +\'\e his"ﬁ' over wH'\'\. But 'H'\ose 3“75
came into ﬂ\e bedroom and 30‘!’ into a massive
‘)i"ow -(is‘ﬁ. Ahd let me +ell 7/ou, its not easy
fa“ihs aslee\) when a swea-l'y little kid falls on

7/00 eVery five secohds.

EVeh+ua||7/ the kid’s mom came upstairs and +old

eVeryohe it was time to go to sleeP.
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Even after the |i3h+s went out, Rowley and his
friends s+a)/e5 Up, +a|kih3 and sisslihs. ﬂ-\ey
must have ﬂ'\ough'f T fell as|ee\> , because at one
\Doih+ a bunch of them snuck up oh me to +r7/
and pull the hand-in-a-bowl-of-warm-water 4rick.

Well, +hat was ehoua\\ for ME. T went downstairs
to $|ee‘> in the basement, even +}\ou3¥\ it was
\Di-i'c)n-black down there and T couldn® find the
|i3\-\+. T4 left my slee‘)ihs bag upstairs, and

that was a mistake, because it was FREEZING

in the basement.

T did NOT want to g0 back upstairs and get
my stuff, +)nous¥\. T Just curled vp in a ball and
tried to conserve as much {)ody heat as \)ossi’o|e Yo
make it 'H\rous}\ +o +he morning.
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T +hink it was ?robably the loh3e5+ his}vf of my \ife.

CHATTER
CHATTER

" %ﬁpﬁ_

\r\u'\eh ‘H\e suh came up ‘H\is morhihg, 1 found out
the reason it was so cold in the basement. T was
sleeviha ri3¥\+ by the slidihg slass door, and some
fool had gone and lef+ i+ open oVerhig)n‘l'.

That rea||7/ stunk, becavse if T knew there was a
way to escape last his}ﬁ', T DEFINITELY
would Ve taken it.

When T 30‘1‘ home this morhihs, T went back 4o
bed until Dad woke me up and told me it was time
to 90 to ‘H\e soccer game.
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T+ turns ovt Rodrick was rig\'\‘l' about the S}ma
‘l')nihs. T spent the whole game pulling balls ouvt
of the brambles, and let me +ell you, it wasnt a
whole lot of fun.

(HURRY' UP!

Qur team won +)ne game, and afterward we were
SU\D\)osec} to go out to celebrate. Dad couldnt
stick around, so he asked Mr. Litch if he would

drive me }\ome afterward.

Well, T really wish Dad had asked me what T
+)nou3¥\+ about that idea first, becavse T would Ve
Jus+ gone home with him.

132



T was starving from all that dissihg around in
the bushes, ‘H\ous)n, so 1 fisured T4 Jus+ 90
with +the team.

We went to a fast-food place, and T ordered
+weh+7/ chicken huggets. T went 4o use +he
bathroom, and when T came back to the table,
all my food was gone. But then Erick Bickford
Aum‘)ecl m7/ husse‘l's out of his {)is swea‘l’7/ hands.

Tf you ever wanted to know w)ny T dont like

team sports, there it is in a nutshell.

After lunch was over, me, Kehhy Keith, and
Erick got into Mr. Litch’s car. Kehhy sat in
+¥\e back wi‘H-\ Erick, and I sat up front in
+he passenger seat.
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We had to wait a long time becavse Mr. Litch
was sitting oh the hood of Nis car, b|a{>bih3

away with Mr. Boone. After we'd been sitting
there for a while, Kehh)/ leaned forward from
the back seat and laid on the horn for about

+)nree secohds.

/ﬂ\eh Kehhy Jurn\)ec} back in his seat so when
Mr. Litch 4urned around, it looked like I was
the one who honked the horn.

Mr. Li+c\'\ gave me a Jir‘l')/ |oo’<, and ‘l')neh turned
back around and talked to his assistant for
another half hour.
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On the way home, Mr. Litch s+0\>\>ed to do about
five errands. He wasn® in any }wrry to get them
done ) eiﬂ-\er.

And get this: Kehhy and Erick were mad at ME
for makihg them get home so late. So that should
give you a feeliha for the +7/Pe of intelligence Tm
c}eahhs with here.

Mr. Litch clro?\)ec} me off last. On +he way up +he
hill, T saw the Snellas out in their front yard,
and it looked like ﬂ\e}/ were +r7/ih3 to get some

cli\Ds o sehd n Yo "Americo\’s Funniest Families.”

T quess +\'\e7/ dont feel like waiting around a few
months until Seth’s }ml(—bir-ﬂnc}o\)/ ‘)ar+7/.

I WASN'T
TAPING YET!




APRIL

”)U!@dd%

Today was A\m'l 1st, and here’s how my do\y

started —
APRIL
FOOLS!
/l L\)ﬂCH : & N €
VA S
. @ .
/~

EVery other cid?/ of the year, 7/ou couldnt
DRAG Rodrick out of bed before 8:00 A.M. But
on A‘Jril 1st, Rodrick a|wa>/s wakes up early so

he can get his licks in.

Someone seriously needs o ex‘>|o\ih +he concep+t of a
Prac-h'cal \joke 1o Rodrick, because all his "Jokes"
involve me 3"-""““3 thurecl.

Las+ year Rodrick bet me 1[.-f+7/ cents T couldn®

tie my shoes while T was s+ahclih3 Up, and T
TOTALLY fell for it.
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YOU'RE ABOUT
TO OWE ME

FIFTY
! -
{'ﬂ

CENTS
T went inside and 4old Dad +that Rodrick shot
me in the butt with a \)aih-H)aH guh. Dad didnt
feel like getting in the middle of a fis\'rl', so he

Jus’r told Rodrick o Pd)/ me m7/ 1[n[+7/ cents for
winning the bet.

Rodrick took 4wo quar‘l'ers out of his \Docke-l'
and threw them on the Sr‘ouhcl. But o{)vious|)/ T

didnt learn my lesson, becavse T bent over o
4

Pick them up.

137



A+ least T PU+ some ‘l’}\ihkiha into MY \)ro\c‘l'iml
Jokes. Last year T \Dulled a \Dre++7/ 300& trick on
Rowley. We were in the bathroom at a movie +)neo\+er,
and T convinced him that some random 307/

s+o\h5ih3 at the urinal was a \Drofessiohal athlete.

So Row|e7/ asked +\'\e 307 for }'\ES au+03ra\>\'\.

And +oda7/ me and a cou‘>|e of other auys \)ulle&
a Sooc} onhe on C}\iraa Gup'l'o\.

We decided i+ would be \Dre++7 fuhhy if we made
him think he was |osih3 his \wearihs, so we all
made sure we talked real quiet eVery time he

came arouhcl.
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DID YOU CATCH
THE BIG SOCCER

aTed LAcT YES...QUITE A
kit GAME, QUITE
: A GAME.

Q\iras -Fisured out what was Soiha on \Dre++7/
c{uick, and he went s+rai3¥\+ 1o the teacher o
shut it down before the Joke could get out of

hand. T guess he didnt want a re‘)eo\‘f of the
Thvisible CHras Joke from last year.

Erido\?(
We }md our second soccer game +oh|'3¥\+. Some
adult volunteered to s\‘\o\g the balls, so T got to

sit on Jr}\e behc)n for +¥\e w)nole game.

T+ was REALLY cold out, and T asked Dad if
T could 90 3e+ m7/ coat out of the car, but he

Sai& no.
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Dad said T needed to be \Dre\)ared in case the
coach decided o \)u+ me in the game, S0 T had
to J'us+ +ou3\'\ ek

T wanted o tell Dad +that +he oh|7/ time T4
be stepping foot on the field would be when Mr.
Li+ch made me \)ick vp all the other kids’ orange
peels ot halftime. But T Just ke\rl' quiet and
concentrated on not |e+‘h'h3 my shin suards
freeze to my legs.

EVery time Mr. Litch called a huddle, Dad made
me get off +he bench and 9o Jjoin the rest of +he
team. HaVe 7/ou seen a game oh TV and wondered
what the benchwarmers were +\wihkih3 when -H-\ey
stand in the huddle while the coach goes over +he
game \D‘dh?
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Well, now T can +ell you firsthand.

Once the sun went down, it got REALLY
cold. Tn fact, i+ got so cold Mackey CreaVe7/
and Manvel Gonzales went and got SLEEPING
BAGS out of the CreaNeys) car.

Ahd Dad STILL wouldnt even let me 90 se‘l‘
m7/ coat.

AN
p 4
mJu\”nl MJ \5\— L o | Bt

11



Durihs a timeout, we all Joihec} ‘H\e ‘w&c“e. Ahc}
when the coach got an e7/e1[u| of Macke7 and
Manvel, he told them -H'\e)/ were excused and to g0

to +)ne CreaVe)/s’ car for +)ne rest of ‘H-xe game.

So Mackey and Manuel got fo sit in a heated
SUV, while T had o sit on a cold metal bench in
my shorts. And T know for a FACT +that +he
CreaVeys have a TV in their car, so T'm sure
+hose guys were +o+d”7/ living it up in +here.

) L5 0]




Mohda%

T Rave DEFINITELY got fo start kee\)iha on

top of my |o\uhdry. Tve been out of clean underwear
for about +\\ree ciays, so ]:JVe been wearihs m7/
bdﬂ\ihs suit as a substitute.

T)cla)/ we }md P)nys Ed, and w)neh we c)nahgecl into
our 37/m c|o+\'\es, T +o+d||7 -For‘30+ T was wedrihs

my S‘)eec}o underneath.

1‘1’ could "\o\Ve been a lot WORSE, +)nou3¥\. I
have a pair of Wonder Woman Underoos that
TVve never taken out of their wrapper, and this
morhing T was ‘)re‘H7 +ern\>+ecl +o wear them

Just because +)ne7/ were clean.
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Believe me, T didnt ASK for the Wonder Woman
Underoos, either. This past summer a few of my

relatives asked Mom what T wanted for my
bir'l-)néay, and she told them T was rea||7/ into

comics ahd ster )neroes.

So the Underoos were a SiH from Uncle Charlie.

We had another soccer game after school, but it's
been getting a lot warmer |a+e|7, and T wasnt
worried about the cold.

At school, me, Mackey, and Manvel asreecl wed all
{)r‘iha some Video games +ohn'3)n+, and for ‘H’\e first
time we o\c+ud”7/ ENJOYED ourselves at soccer.
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T+ didnt last |oh3, ‘H\OUS\'\. Tweh+7 minutes into
+he game, Mr. Litch called all three of us off the
bench and told us to 3e+ on the field.

CREAVEY!
HEFFLEY!
GONZALES!

A\)\)arehﬂy, some parent com\)|aihec{ that +heir
kid wasnt se‘H'ihs ahy/ \>|a7/ih3 +ime, so the Rec
Leasue made a rule that now EVERY kid has 4o
get in +he game.
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Well, none of us had been paying any attention
to the game, so when we got on the field, we
didnt know w‘wa‘l' to do or where to stand.

A couple of kids on our team +old us the other
team \-\o\d a free kick," and ‘H\d‘f we were SUVPoseJ
to stand shoulder 4o shoulder to make a shield to
block i.

T +)noua)n+ the 3u7/s on my team were J'okiha, but

it turns out +)ne)/ werent. Me, Manvel, and Mackey
had o line up in front of our goal. Then the referee
blew the whistle, and a kid from the other team ran
at the ball and kicked i+ risH' at us.
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Well, we didnt do a rea||7/ Soocl Job of protfecting
the soal, and the other team scored.

Mr. Litch \)ullec} the +hree of us out of +he game
the second he got the chance, and he ye“ec} at
us for not standing still and blocking the ball.

But T +ell you what: T T Kave 4o choose
between getting 7/e||ecl at or getting hit in the

face with a soccer ball, it's no contest.
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”)UFSQ{G?{

After the game last week, T asked Mr. Litch if
T could be +he ’Dackuv Soo\lie for the team, and

he said T could.

T+ was a gehius move on my part, for a cou‘>|e
of reasons. First of all, Soah'es don*t have o
run laps and all that stuff durihs practice.
ﬂ\ey Just do individual Soah'e drills with +he

assistant coac}\.

Second, soah'es wear different uniforms than
the rest of the team, and that means Mr.
LH'c)n can+ Pu-l' me in ‘Hwe game w‘weh its time to

block free kicks.

CREAVEY!
GONZALES!




Our re3u|ar Soalie, Tucker Fox, is the star of
+he team, So T knew there was no wo\7/ T was
gohha see ahy Plo\yihs time, anyway. These last
few games have ac+ua||7/ been kind of FUN. Bu+t
‘l'ohis\ﬁ, 50me+¥\ih3 bad }\o\\)\vehe&. T;cker \'\ur+
his hand divihs after a ball, and he had +o come
out. So that meant the coach had +o put ME in.

Well, Dad was REALLY excited T was -Fihd”)/
getting some real \>|a)/ih3 time, and he came down
to my end of the field to coach me from the
sideline. T+s not like T req||7/ needed it, +)nou3¥\.
QOur team ke‘)-i‘ the ball on the other side of the
field for the whole rest of the game, and T didnt
even touch i+ ONCE.

MAKE SURE YOU
BEND YOUR
KNEES, GREG!




T think T know what Dad was up o, ‘I')nough.

When T used to \Dlay tee-ball, T had a reo\lly hard
time cohceh+ra+ih3 on the game. /E)hish‘l' Dad Jus+

wanted to make sure T didnt 3e+ distracted the
way T used 4o get when T ?layecl r@w’r field.

QUIT PLAYING
C:b IN THE TULIPS!
— )
f

I=::=="ﬁ

T have to admit, it was Probably a 3003 +\\ih3
that Dad s+a>/ed on my case +ohi3)n+.

There were about a MILLION dandelions down at
my end of the field, and in the second half T was
starting fo get a little twitchy.
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Mohda%

Well, 7/es+erda7/ we had another soccer game,
and |ucki|7/ Dad wasnt there to see it. We lost
our first game of the season, 1-0. Somehow the
other team got the ball past me in the last few
seconds, and -H'\e)/ wonh the game. So that ruined

our \Derfec-l' recorcl.

A\f'fer +he 9ame, eVeryohe on m7/ team was in a

sour mood, so T tried to cheer them up.

WELL, IT'S JUST

A STUPID GAME,
RIGHT, FELLAS?

M)/ teammates thanked me for beihg positive b)/
\)eHihs me with orange Peels.

Back at home, T was nervous to tell Dad about
the game.
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T quess he seemed a little disa\:\)oih‘fed, but he
30+ over it \Dre-Hy quick.

DID YOU
BEND YOUR

P
But +ohi3¥\+, when Dad 30‘|’ home from c}ihher‘,
he looked really mad. He Plo?\aed the hewspaper
down in front of me on the kitchen table, and
here was the picture on +he Sports page —

A “Blown”
Opportunity

Red Socks goalie
Gregory Heffley
takes a break from
the action as a fifty-
yard kick by Demon
Dawgs midfielder
James Byron rolls in.
The score ended the
Socks’ bid for an
undefeated season.




A\)\)d\reh-H)/, Dad found out about the paper from
his boss at work.

GREAT SON
YOU GOT
THERE, FRANK!

P

OK, so ma?/{)e T didnt tell Dad ALL the
details of the game.

Tn my defense, 'Hwoug‘n, T didnt really know
what \wa\DPehed until T read about it in the
paper myself.

Dad didnt sa7/ a word to me for the rest of
+he his}ﬁ'. T£ Ke's still mad ot me, T JUS“’ }\o?e
he gets over it Pre-Hy c‘uick. Twisted Wizard 2
fiho\lly came out +ocla7/, and T'm kind of counting
on Dad to float me some mohey so T can get .
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Tohis}vl' after c{ihher, Dad took me and Rodrick
out to a movie. T4s not because he was ‘h‘)/ihs to
be nice, ‘l')nough. He Jus+ needed o se‘l' out of
+he house.

Remember how T +old you that Mom got on an
exercise kick a few months aso? Well, she quit
after her first class. Dad took a picture of Mom
decked out in all her exercise gear the first day
she went to the gy and fohight the pictures

came in the mail.

=

[—

i

ﬂ\e ‘>¥\0+o Plo\ce siVes 7/ou duylico\‘l'e Frih-rs, So as
a Joke Dad wrote labels on +the two pictures of
Mom and put them up on +he remfrisera-for.
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BEFORE

T e ™

AFTER

Well, Dad was \)FE‘H’7/ Prou& of Nimself for coming
up with that one, but Mom wasnt so amused.

Ah}/way, T guess Dad felt like mo\ybe i+ was a

3005 idea to put a li+te space between him and

Mom toni S\ﬁ'.
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We went to the new movie theater that Just
oPehed at the mall. After we bou3¥\+ our tickets,
we went inside and gave ’r’nem to +\-\e us\wer, w}\o
was o teenhager with a crew cut. T didnt recoghize

him ot first, but aP?areh‘H)/ Dad did.

T read the +eeha3er’s hame tag, and T couldn®
believe my eyes. T+ was LENWOOD HEATH,
+he bad teenager who used to live on our street.
The last T saw him, he had |oh3 hair and he
was lighting someone’s trash on fire. But now
here he was, |ookih3 like he Just sradua-i'ecl from
the Air Force or 50me+)nih3.

156



Dad seemed REALLY impressed with Lenwood’s
hew look, and the 4wo of them struck up. a

conversation.

Lenwood said he's been geing to Spag Union
Mi|i+ar7/ Academy, and he’s Just workihs at the
moVie theater for S\)t‘ihs Break. Then Lenwood
said he's +r>/ih3 to get sooc} sro\des at S‘)ds
Union so he can get into West+ Point.

And all of a sudden Dad was treating Lenwood
like his new best friend. Which was rea||7/ crazy,

esPeciqlly cohsiéerihs the }\is+or7/ between the
two of -l'hem.

AFTER
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Ahywa?/, Dad ke\)-l' c)naﬁihg away with Lenwood,
so me and Rodrick Just got our popcorh and
went in the theater. And it wasnt until \'\alfway
+)nrou3}\ the movie that T realized what was
REALLY \\d\)\)(ﬁhihﬁ.

T{ Dad saw how mi|i+ar7/ school could make a man
out of a JuVehile delihc‘ueh‘f like Lenwood Heath,
then it washt a stretch to think i+ could make a
manh out of a wimp like ME.

T Just ?r‘d)/ihs Dad isn+ )ndVihg +hose 'Hwoug)n'fs.
RisH’ how L m Pre‘Hy cohcerhe&, because after
+)ne moVie +oh|'5)n+, Dad was in +)ne best mood
Tve seen him in for a LONG +time.




Mohdo\?(

Well, its Just like T feared. Dad spent +he
whole weekend readiha up oh 5\7«:3 Union, and
+ohn'3\'\+ \'\e told me \'\e’s gonhha Sish me up.

Here's +he worst \Dar‘l'«‘ “New recruits” have 4o

re\aor+ on June /4h, when T'm SU\)\)osed to be
on Summer VACATION.

Dad tried to convince me that this would be a
srea-l' ‘H\ihs for me, and how S\ma Union would
reqlly w%i‘) me into s)na‘;e. But going off +o boot
camp was NOT +he way T was \)lo\hhihs on
S\Dehdihs my school {)reo\k.

T told Dad T wont last a DAY at S\)o\g Union.
First of all, +)ne7/ mix kids my age in with
+eeho\3ers, and -H-\o\-l' cant be a soocl 'H-\ihs.
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I’m sure ﬂ'\e older kids would sih3|e me out on
the first do?/.

But what T'm ac+ua||7/ a lot more concerned with is
the bathroom situation. TN bet 5\)0\3 Union is one
of these places that has open showers with ho

stall doors, and that kind of setup is hot for me.

rﬁmwr\ ¢ M
When i+ comes to the ba-ﬂ-\room, T need m7/ PriVacy.
I c}oh"i' even use ‘H‘\e ‘bdﬂ'\room at sc)nool unless it's

an absolute emersehcy.
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A few classrooms in our sc}\oo| }mVe bcxﬂ\rooms riSH'
n ‘H-\em, but I cant even use ‘H'\ose, because eVery

litte sound you make is broadcast to -H'\e w)no|e room.

@EE HEE HEE HEE!)

SQUORK
/
O

The oh|7/ other option is to use the cafeteria
bathroom, and that ?lace iS a comP|e+e madhouse.
Somebody got the idea a few weeks ago to start
+)nrowih3 wet toilet paper around, so how that

\)lace is like a war zone.

$

4]




T cant concentrate in that kind of an environment,
so L basically have to hold i+ until T get home

from SC"\OO‘.

A couP|e of do?/s 4990, SOme'H\ihg }\a\)\vehecl +hat
chahsecl the situation. /ﬂ\e J'ahH'or \)u+ some hew

air fresheners in the bathroom.

]: s+ar+ecl a rumor -H\o\-l' -H'\e air freshehers were
ac+ua||7/ securi+7/ cameras 1o catch whoever was

+\\rowih3 the wet toilet paper.

T guess T mustve told +he ris\ﬁ \)eovle, because
from +¥\a+ \)oih-l' on +¥\e cafeteria ba+)(\room )nas
been quieter +han the |i{>rar7/.
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T mia}ﬁ',Ve solved the bathroom \Droblem at
school, but T dont think Tm gonha be able +o
\)ull off the same kind of 4rick at S\ms Union.
And T SERIOUSLY doubt T can hold i+ for

ﬂ\e w"\o|e summer.,

T knew T wasnt gohha cohvince Dad +o c}xahae
his mih&, so T went 0 Mom. T +4old her T didnt
want to go to a place where +)ne7/ make you shave
your head and do \Dush-uvs each clo\y at 5:00
eVery morhing. T -figurecl she d agree with me and

talk some sense into Dad.
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But it looks like Mom isn+ gonna be dh7/ \we|'\> to

me after all.

I THINK YOUD LOOK

so HANDSOME
IN A UNIFORM!

fo:
Wedhesda;z

T knew T needed o do some‘ﬂwihs quick to
convince Dad that T was +ou3)n and didnt

NEED 4o 9o to mili‘l'ar)/ o\caéemy. So T +old
him T wanted o Join +he Boy Scouts.

Dad seemed really enthusiastic about the idea, so
+that was a relief.

Besides +r7/ih3 to find a wa7/ Yo get Dad off m7/
back, T have a couple of other reasons for wah‘h'hs
to join +he Boy Scouts. Number one, Boy Scout
meetings are oh Suhclays, so that means T can

quH’ soccer.
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Ahcl humber two ) its about time T start Se‘H'ihS
some respect from the other kids at school.

AS YOU WERE,
@TENSHU@ GENTLEM@

ﬂ\ere are dc+ua||7/ TWO Boy Scout ‘h’ooPS n m7/
fown: Troov ZL}, which is ris}ﬁ in our heig)nbor‘-\ood,
and TrooP 133, which is about five miles down the
road. Troop 133 is a|wa7/s \'mvihs hot 303 roasts
and ‘)ool parties and stuff like that, but Troop 24
is cohs+ah+|7/ out c}oihg commuhi+7 service projects
on the weekends. So T'm Ae-{ihH’el)/ more of a

Troo‘J 133 kind of suy.

Now the trick is 4o make sure Dad doesnt find
out about TrooP 24, because hell make me sigh

up with them for SURE.
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Th fact, +ohi3)n+ we were clriviha to the mall,
and we Passe& TrooP 24 c|eo\hih3 up +he \mrk.
Luckﬂ)/, T distracted Dad at the last second.

Y LOOK! A
| BALD e -
EAGLE! — *

SLY\({A)(

To&ay Was. my first Boy Scout meeting, and |ucki|7
it was with Troop RO got Row|e7/ to sigh up
with me, too. When we got to the lo&se, we met
Mr. Barrett, the Scoutmaster. He asked me and
Rowley +o say +he Pleclae of A||e3iahce and do a
bunch of other stuff, and we were in. Mr. Barrett

even SaVe uS our uhh[orms.

Rowley was hd?\’)’ because he +\wou3h+ the uniform
was cool, but T was Just )na\)\)y to have a clean
shirt for a c}mhse.
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Af-l'er we \)u+ our uniforms on, we J'oihed the rest
of the ‘I’t’ooP and started workihs oh merit {)d&ses.
Merit {)o\clses are these little \Da‘l‘c\'\es you get for
learning how o do all sorts of mahly stuff.

Me and Rowley started ﬂi‘)‘)ihs -H-\rous\-\ +he
merit baclae book to see what we should work on.

Rowley wanted +o do some-l'\-\ihg hard like
Wilderness Survival or Personal Fitness, but T
+alked him out of i+. T said we should Just
start off with 50me+\wih3 hice and easy, So we
settled on Whittling.

But w\\H-Hihs was a lot harder than T -H\ous\ﬁ
it would be. T+ took FOREVER 4o +r7/ to carve

a block of wood into ah7/+)nih3, and Rowley got o

splinter within five minutes.
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So we went to Mr. Barrett and asked him if there
was Some‘l'"\ihs less DANGEROUS we could do.

Mr. Barrett said that if we were }\o\vihs trouble
with the wood, maybe we could use soap instead.
And thats when T knew T made the rig)rﬁ call
when T siShed up with Troop 133.

Me and Row|e7/ started carving +he soap, but
then T found out some'ﬂ-\iha reall)/ great. Tf

you get the soap wet ehous\w, you can just mold

it into any sho\‘)e you want with your hands. So we
put away our w)ni++|ih3 knives and SQUEEZED

our soap into a s\w\:e instead.

168



M7/ first creation was a s}xee\). T turned it in to
Mr. Barrett, and he checked one carving off my lis+.

T didn+ reqlly know what to do for my hex+t

carvihg, so T Jus+ turned m7/ shee‘) uPsicle down
and handed it back in as the T+ahic.

And believe it or not, Mr. Barret+ acce‘ﬁecl THAT

one, too.

A TERRIBLE
TRAGEDY,
THAT WAS!

77NN
. .
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So me and Rowley both got our \/\]H‘H’lihg merit
badges and \Dihhed them to our uniforms. When T
came home, Dad was rea||7/ imPressed. TfT
wouldve known that this was all it took +o make
Hm ho\\)\)y, I would \mVe sished vp for Boy
Scouts about six months ag9o.

MAY

Suhdoy

The other clay Mr. Barrett announced that our
Boy Scout ‘h’ooP was \'\dviha a father-son caM\)ou+
Jrh’s weekehd, so ]: asked Dad if \\e’d 90 wi+)n me.
T was Pre++7 sur?rised with how easy it was Yo
impress Dad with that one little merit ba&se, so T
fisured a whole WEEKEND of him seeihs me do

macho stuff would +o+a||7/ blow him away.
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But 7/es+erclo\7/ morhing T woke up as sick as a
403. T couldnt 90, but Dad HAD 4o, because he
sighed up to be a driver.

P!
T s+47ec{ in bed \)re++7/ much the whole da)/. T
Just wish T4 gotten sick on o WEEKDAY
instead of a weekend. Last year T didn* miss
o\h}l 40:7/5 01[ Sc)nool, ahc} I Promise& m7/56|'( I
wouldnt let THAT ha\)\)eh again.

CONGRATULATIONS TO GREG
HEFFLEY FOR WINNING THE
PERFECT ATTENDANCE AWARD.

@&




/ﬂ\e father-son cam\)ihg +ri\> turned out 1o be a
DISASTER. The \Dhohe rang at 10:00 last hig)n‘l',
and it was Dad ca||ih3 from the emersehcy room.

Dad got put in a tent with the Wooc“ey brothers,
Darren and Marcus, because their dad couldnt
come. Darren and Marcus were horsihs around in
the tent, even though Dad kept telling them +o
go to sleep. A+ one point Darren threw a football
at Marcus, and it hit him in the stomach.
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Marcus wet his pants, and T quess Darren +\-\ou3)n+
that was \are++7/ fuhhy.

Well, Marcus went +o+a||>/ BERSERK. He bi+
Darren, and he wouldnt let 90, either.

T+ took Dad a long time o pry the two of them
q\mr‘h and he had to take Darren to the emeraehcy
room after +\'\o\+.
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Dad came home this morhiha, and he was not

real )navvy with ME for getting him stuck in

that situation. Something tells me that after

this weekend, he’s not a real bis fan of TrooP
133, either.

SLY\&%(

Toda?/ was Mother’s qu, and T didnt have
ahyﬂ'\ihs +o siVe to Mom.

T was going to ask Dad 4o take me to the
store so T could at least get Mom a card or
SOme‘H\ihS, but Dad was still recovering from the
father-son camPoqu. And T dont +hink he was
|ookih3 to do me any favors, anyway.

L1

777
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A~ J
So T had o come up with a homemade 351[‘?.
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Last year T made Mom a “Chore CouPoh" book
for Mo‘l’}\er’s Day. Eac\'\ coupoh }\ad SOme+){\ih3
like “One free lawn mowihsn or One free window

qu\wihsn on it.

T give Dad a Chore CouPoh book Just about eVer7/
Father’s Do\y, and it alwo?/s works out great. T+s
a way for me 4o take care of my 55-{‘1' oblisa‘h'oh
without }\dviha to S\DehA ahy/ mohey, and Dad
hever o\c+ua|l7 uses any of Nis coupons in the book.

HUH? OH,
UM, THANKS.

175



Mom cashed in eVery sih3|e ONE of HER coupons
last+ 7eo\r. So T didnt want +o make +he same
mistake +)nis year.

I'M GOING UP
TO ROWLEY'S
TO PLAY VIDEO
GAMES!

RIGHT AFTER
YOU POLISH ALL
THE SILVERWARE!

T tried to think of 50me+)nih3 origiho\l to make
for Mom +ocia>/, but T ran out of 4ime. So T
ended vp Just Piaaybackiha on Mahh/s 3.’1[+.




Mohda%

T figure the best way 4o get Dad to forget that
{ather-son camping mess is to have a do-over. So
+oh:'3)n+ at c}ihher, ]: asked Dad if ‘we wanted to
9o oh a co\rn\)ihs +ri\>, JuS'l' me and him.

Tve been S‘h;d}/ihs up on m7/ Bo7/ Scouts manual, and
T ‘>re'H7 eager to show off what T Ve learned.

WY

VY VIR
A VR
TP,
s

Well, Dad didnt exqc+|>/ Jump ot my offer, but
Mom +)nou3¥\+ it was a GREAT idea. She said we
should 90 +his weekend and that Rodrick could
g0, too. She said i+ would be a great “’oohclihsﬂ
experience for the three of us.
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T wasnt too enthusiastic about that idea, and
neither was Rodrick.

1)
Tn fact, one of the reasons T wanted to 3e+ out

of the house this weekend is because me and
Rodrick are in a fish-f.

Last his}rl’ Mom was siviha Rodrick a }mirw‘f n
the kitchen. Usoa“y when Mom gives us boys a
haircut, she puts a towel around our necks so
the hair doesn+ get all over our clothes. But
7/es+erda7/ Mom used one of her old ma+erhi+7/
dresses instead of a towel. So when T saw

Rodrick like +hat, T knew T had 4o take
qJVah-l'ase of the situation.
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T ron upstairs and locked myself in the bathroom
before Rodrick had a chance to catch me and
take +)ne camera. Ahcl I didnt come back out

ontil T was sure he was gone.

Rodrick 30+ me bo\ck, °‘h7’W°\7’- Las+ his\\‘l' T had
a his)n-i'mare that T was s|ee\>ih3 on a hest of
red ants, and that was thanks to him.

ﬂwe wa7/ ]: see 1t, nhow were even, Dut if ‘H\ere’s
ohe ﬂ\ihs TVe learned about Rodrick, its +hat
he’s still not gohha let it go. So that's w)ny T
hot that eager o hole up in a fent with him for
+he weekend.

Saturd ay

’Bday me, Dad, and Rodrick headed off on our
camping trip. T \)ickecl a ‘>|ace that had a lot of
mahl)/ activities that you could do.
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On the way to the camvgrouhé, +he sky got
dark, and then it started to rain.

T wasnt all that concerned, because our tent is
wa+er\>r‘oo-F, and Mom Packe& \Dohc\'\os for eVer‘y{)ocb/.
But b)/ the time we 30+ to our cam\)si‘fe, it was Six

ihc}xes uhclerwai'er.

\r\]e were \)re++7/ far -from home, s; Dad Jeuclec}
we should Jus+ find o Place to s+a7/ for the h:s\'rl‘.

T was rea||7/ bummed, because the whole point of
+he +ri\> was for me to imPress Dad with "7
camping skills, and now we were Just gohha s+a7/

in Some S‘l'U\)ic{ ‘\o+e| room.
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Dad found a \)lace and got a room with two beds
and a Pullou‘f couch. We watched TV for a while
and ‘H-\eh started se‘H'ihS ready for bed.

Firs-l', Dad went downstairs to the front desk
to complaih that the heater was too loud, so T

was alone in the room with Rodrick.

I went into ‘H’\e {)a‘ﬂwr‘oom o brus\'\ m7/ +ee+)n )
and when T came out, Rodrick was |ookih3 out
+he ‘)ee‘)hole. Then he said some-ﬂ\ihs that made

me freeze n m7/ +racks.

He said +that Ho||7/ Hills and her fo\mil)/ were out

in the \-\ana)/, and -H\e)/ were s+d7/ih3 in the
room ris\ﬁ ACROSS from us.
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T had to see this for m7/se|~f. So T moved him
out of the way and looked out the \Dee\)\-\ole.

The }m”wq)/ was com?|e+e|7/ em‘>+7/. And before T
realized i+ was a trick, Rodrick gave me a bi3
shove, and T fell out the door.

ﬂ\eh it 30+ WORSE. Rodrick locked ‘H\e door
behind me, and T was stuck in +he ho\llwqy wearing

hoﬂ\ihs but my +i3¥\+7/ whities.

@)
4
ﬁa

CLICK
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T Pouhc}eé on the door, but Rodrick wouldnt let

me back in ‘H‘\e room.

T was makihs a bis racket, and T realized
people in +he heo\rby rooms were gohha start
o?ehihg their doors 4o find out what was going
on. So T ran around the corner 4o save myse”
the embarrassment of o\hyohe seeing me. T
sPeh+ about fifteen minutes Sheakiha +)nrou3)n
+he \\a“ways, )nic}ihg eVer7/ time T heard voices.

=

I was gohnhd go back +o our room and beg Rodrick
1o let me in, but then T realized T didnt even
know our ROOM number. Ahcl all ‘H\e doors

looked exac‘H)/ ‘H‘\e same to me.
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T couldn® exac+|7/ 9o down to the front desk,

either. The oh|7/ option T really had was o +r7
and find Dad.

’ﬂweh 1 remembered: Dad is a\juhk-wfooc} addict.
T knew hed eVeh-l'uo\“)/ turn up at +he Vehdihs
mac}xihes, so ‘H\q‘f’s where I cam‘)ecl out.

7 wec{Secl m7/se|1[ in between the soda machine and
the c"‘hdf machine and waited. T had to wait o
reo\lly lohs time, but Dad fihally did show vp-

§AEE
: g I
|

You know what, +)nou3\-\? After seeing the look on
Dad’s face, T kind of wished T4 Just sucked it
up and gone to the front desk instead.
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Suhda?(

\/\'e”, after our cam?ihs ‘h‘i\), Tm \Dre‘H')/ sure
there's no chance T can convince Dad 4o c}\o\hae
Hs mind about S‘)ag Union. So at ‘H\is ‘Doih‘h
T'm not even gonna bother trying.

T realized +here are oh|7/ about three more weeks
before I se‘i‘ s}\i\)\)ed out, so 1 fisure +}\is 1S
my last chance to make a \>|a7/ for Ho||7/ Hills. T
T |uck7, maybe T can take some sood memories
wH'\\ me “to mi|i+ar7/ acc\clemy, and my summer
wont be so bad.

WHAT ARE YOU
SMILING ABOUT, |
PRIVATE? “ O

~
M




Tve been workihS up the nerve to talk +o Ho||7/ for

a |oh3 time, and T decided i+ was now or never.

\I\“’\eh we wenht to c\wrc*\ +ocla7/, ]: tried to make
sure we Sat risH near the Hills family. But we
ended up two rows in front of -H\em, whic\-\ I
Quess was close ehous}w. Ahcl clur‘iha +he \)o\r-l'
where eVerybon shakes )nahcls wi’r’n one o\ho+)ner,
I mo\c}e m7l moVe.

PEACE BE WITH
YOU, HOLLY
ELIZABETH HILLS.

The hahc}-sho\kihs +)nih3 was ac+ua||>/ Just step
ohe in a two-part \>|ah, and the second part

would come +oh.'3\-\+. My hext step was fo call

Ho||7/ on the P\-\ohe and use the \-\ahcl—s)nakihs
thing to get the conversation started.

186



HI, HOLLY, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY. YOU MIGHT
REMEMBER ME FROM A VERY
SPECIAL “PEACE BE WITH YOU.’

/N @

R

A‘l’ dinner +oh|'3"\+, I +old eVeryohe +)na+ I
heeded to make o Ver)/ imporfan+t call, so eVeryohe
should s+a7/ off the ‘)"\ohe. But T guess Rodrick
must Ve -Fisur‘ec{ out T was gonhha call a Sirl,
because he took all the handsets and hid +hem.

That meant the oh|7/ way to make a call was to
use the sPeo\ker‘)hohe in the ki-l'c}\eh, but there
was ho chance of THAT haﬂ)ehihs.
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T told Mom that Rodrick took all the \D)nohes, and
she made him return them to where ‘H\e)/ belohsed.

EVeh+ua||7/, Rodrick went down to the basement.
Later on T snuck into Mom and Dad’s room +o
make my call. T 4urned off the |i3\-\+s so Rodrick
wouldnt know T was in there, and T hid under
a blanket. Then T waited for about +weh+7
minutes to make sure he hadnt followed me.

Before T had a chance to dial Ho||>/)s humber,
someone walked in ‘H‘\e room and turned on ﬂ'\e

|i3\'\+. e ‘H\ous}ﬁ' for SURE i+ was Rodrick.

But it wasnt. T+ was DAD.

CLICK




T decided +o s+a7/ \)en[ecH}/ still and let Dad
get whatever he needed and leave.

But Dad didnt leave. He got into bed and started
rea&iha a BOOK.

T should have J'us+ uhcovered mysel-{ the second
Dad walked in the room, because now T couldnt
Just get up and walk out or T4 give him a heart
attack. So T decided +o Just sneak out of the

room real slow.

T moved about an inch a second. T fiﬁured it
would take me about a half hour to make i+ all
+he way out of the room, but there would still be
ehough time to call Holly after that.

O] cVIL




T was oh|7/ about five feet from the bedroom
door when the \Dhohe n my hand rang and
scared the |ivih3 daylis\'\‘l's out of me.

L]

.

T think Dad rea||7/ DID almost have a heart
attack. And once he recovered, he didnt look
*\o\‘)?y ‘o see me.

Dad made me get out of his room, and then he
Slo\mmed ‘I’}\e Joor.

T'm sure +his ePiSOcle didn4 \-\el‘J m7l s+o\hciih3 with
Pa&, but T guess at +his \)oih‘i’ it's Probably ‘oo
late, anyway .
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! Uﬁde%

Two ‘1“75 have already \mssecl since 1 shook
hands with Holly, and T didnt want dh7/ more
+ime o 90 57/ before T sPoke with her agaih.

Luckily, Dad and Rodrick weren®t home +ohi3}\+,
so T knew T could make a \D)nohe call without
beihs bothered. T Prqcﬁce& what T was going to
sy about a million times, and then T -fiha“)/
worked vp the herve to make the call.

/\u

T dialed Holly’s number, and the \)‘\ohe started
ringing. But ris)n-l' then Mom \Dickeci up the

\)kohe dowr\s-hai rs.

Mom )f\dS +)m's REALLY bad )nabH' of J'us+ c}idlihs
without c%eckihs to see if ahyohe else is using

+he \:\'\ohe, and that's what she did +ohn'3)n+.
1N



T 4ried o stop her, but it was no use.

BEEP BOOP
iy BEEP ||
fd '
 mmemrrrorsesrrarae
: BOOP BEEP
24—  BEEP

The \)}\ohe ke\)‘l’ ringing at +he Hi”s’s house, and
then someone ‘)ickec} up. T+ was H0”7’,5 mother.

Mom was reqlly confused, since she didn* dial
the Hills's number in +he first \)lo\ce. T Just
held my breath and waited for it all to be over.

HELLO? HELLO?
WHO'S THIS?

¢

"
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T+ ook Mom and Mrs. Hills a minute to fisure
out who was on the other end of +he line. But
onhce ‘H\e)/ clicl, -H'\e)/ J'US‘I' started c}wa‘l"l’ihs like
hoﬂ\ihs strange had }m\)\)ehed at all.

ﬂ'\ey 30"’ into ‘H\is |oh3 conversation about ‘H’\e
PTA and the fuhclrdisihs committee and stuff
like that. T couldnt reo\lly }\ahs P, because
then Mom would hear the click and know someone

was on the other end.

EVeh+ua||7/, the conversation between Mom and
Mrs. Hills turned to me.

... CALLED
HIS BROTHER
A “PLOOPY."
MM HMM. ..

At that point T just put the phone down and
went 4o bed. T fisure that a \a)nohe call between
me and Ho||7' isnt meant 4o be, so Tm officia”y

sivihg up.
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Today at school T overheard Holly tell a couple
of Ker friends that she was gonhha meet them at
+he r‘o||er‘s]<o\+ih3 rink +ohi3\'\+, and a |53\'\+{>u|{>

went on over m7/ hea&.

After school T asked Mom if she'd take me to
the Roll-a-Round +ohi3¥\+, and she said yes but
T4 have +o get a ride home from someone else’s

parents. So T invited Rowley alohs.

As soon as Rowley S\'\owec} up at m7/ front door‘,
T knew T made a mistake inviting him.

'--'—-_.L

witee
. L]

Rowley had his hair all teased vp, and he was
dressed Just like his favorite singer, Joshie.

194



And T think Row|e7/ miS)rﬁ have even been wearing
SPdrkly |i\> Sloss, buot T cant say for sure. T
couldnt stop o worTy about the way Row|e>/
looked, +)nou3)n, becavse T had my OWN Problems.
Earlier on T had lost one of my contact lenses, so
that meant T had +o wear my backu‘) Slasses. The

lenses on those +)nih35 are about three inches +)nick,
and +\we7 look RIDICULOUS.

Tf Tmnot wearing my contact lenses or my
3|asses, T'm as blind as a bat. T guess T should
Just feel |uck7/ that T wasnt alive c}urihs caveman
times, because T wouldnt have been able to hunt or
do ahy‘ﬂ-\ihs useful. T'm sure my +ribe-mates would ve
ditched me +he first chance ‘Hwey got.

1S THIS WHERE

YOU GUYS SAW
THAT ALBINO

WOOLLY MAMMOTH?




T Probq{ﬂy would Ve had to become a wise man or
SOmeﬂ\ihs Jus+ to make eVeryohe ‘l')nihk I was
wor+)n kee‘)ihg around.

On the ride to the m"erskwh’hs rink +oh53¥\+,
T gave Row|e>/ some instructions oh how o
behave if T got into a conversation with Ho||7
Hi“s-—khowihs him, he could seriously hort my
chances with her.

h

Vg
_& o
H\ 7 ]l

T wish T had waited until we were out of the

car, because Mom overheard our conversation.

HOLLY HILLS? HOLLY
HILLS WAS THE ONLY
FOUR-YEAR-OLD AT
PRESCHOOL WHO WASN'T

LA LA LA...
I CAN'T
POTTY TRAINED HEAR YOU!

\
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When we \Dulled up at the Roll-a-Round, T got

out of the car before Mom could say o\h7/+)nih3
ELSE T didnt want to hear.

Me and Rowley \mid our admission and then went
inside. We rented our skates and brous)n-l' ‘H\em
over to the arcade ared, where T scopeci out the

W"\O‘C scene.

T sPo-Hed Ho||7/ over {)7/ the snack bar. She was
with a bunch of her {friends, so T wasnt ready
to go and talk to her Just 7/e+.

At 9:00 the DJ announced "Cou?les Skate.” A
lot of ?eov|e were pairing up, and Holly was sitting
at a table, all alone. T knew +his was the chance
T was waiting for.

[PRELRXLE
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T started makihg my wa7/ over +o }xer, but
getting around on skates was a LOT harder
than T ‘H\ous\'ﬁ' it would be. T had +o }wa +he
wall just o s+o\7/ on my {eet.

-

-]

T+ was +akih3 FOREVER, and T realized the

sohg was gohha be over by the time T 30+ to
Ho“)/. So T got down on my butt and scooted
over o her to speed ‘H-\ihas up.

3
e a v j
i €00
: — 5‘55 C::

T almost 30+ run over a cou‘)le of times, bt T
fihall)/ made it to the snack bar.
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Holly was still there, sitting by herself. Time
was ruhhihs out, so T had +o take a shortcut
+)nrou3\-\ a \)udc“e of soda o get to her.

On My way across the snack bar, T 4ried to
work out what T was going to 50\7/ to Ho“y. T
realized T wasnt |ookih3 my coolest at +hat
moment, So T knew T was gohha have o sa7/
someﬂ\ihs \)re++7/ smooth +o make up for i+. But
before T even had a chance o opeh m7/ mou+\'\,
Ho||7/ said four words that chahgecl eVeryﬂwihs —

U

ISN'T YOUR
§ 114 (NAME "FREGLEY™?

T started o 4ell her T was Gres Hefﬂey, the
vy from the "Po%ie Drop\)ed T+ Joke, but
righ‘i’ then Cou‘>|es Skate ehdecl, and Ho||7/’s friends
swooPec{ in and \)u“ecl her out onto the rink.
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T made m7/ wa7/ back to the o\rcacle, and that's
where T s+o\>/ed for the rest of the his)n‘l‘.
Because believe me, T was NOT in the mood

for ska‘h'hs.

GET A SODA?

You know, T \Drobably should ve realized a |oh3
time 490 that Ho”)/ wash+ wor+h my time.
Somebody who would mistake ME for FREGLEY

de{ihH’ely has SOme-Hwihs wrohg with them.

I’m o-”icia“)/ DONE wH'\'\ Sir|s. I s}\ouH Jus+
ask Dad to see if 5\70\3 Union has eo\rly admission,
because there’s rea||7/ ho point in me s-h'ckihs

around here anymore.
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JUNE
riga
’\’oda?/ was the last Jay of school, and eVerybody
was in a 3005 mood but me. EVeryohe ELSE is
|ookih3 forward 4o \'\dvihs fun this summer, but
all Tve got to look forward +o is SH"U‘)S and
marc\'\ihg drills.

At lunch, eVeryohe handed +heir yearbooks
around for \)CO\)'C to sish, and when T 30‘|’ mine
back, here's what was on the last page —

ﬁmi%ﬁa@o@@

o

<%

Il
LI

A‘\' first T couldnt -Fiaure out who “Slick” was,
but then T realized it was Just Rowley. A couP|e
of clays 490, Rowley was s+ahdih3 hear an older

kid’s locker, and the vy wanted Row|e7 to move.
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So here’s what the vy said —

STEP AWAY
FROM MY
LOCKER,
SLICK.

So T guess now Rowley thinks “Slick™ is his
‘)ermo\heh‘r hickhame or some+\-\ih3. I J'us+ )nope
he doesnt ex\)ed’ ME 4o say it.

- -ﬂi\)\)ed +)nrous)n +he pages fo see who else
sished "'7 yearbook, and there was one that made
me. stop in my tracks. T+ was from Holly Hills.

First of all, she wrote m7/ actual hame, so that
meahs she -fisurec} out who T was since Fric}ay
hish-l'. And second, she wrote “K.I.T." at +he
ehc}, w}\ich eVeryohe knows means "Kee\) n

Touc\'\." You'd better BELIEVE I’m gonhha take
her up on her offer.
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T handed my yearbook to Rowley to show him
what Ho||7 wrote. But then he showed me what
she wrote in HIS year{)ook, and it kind of made

her note to me look lame.

Lear Row-&g,

You are 20 adoroble § !
Jﬁwmﬂm%w

Love, Holly
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A couyle of minutes later, Ho||7/'s year’oook came
around, and T had a chance to sigh it. So
here’s w)na+ j: ‘)U“’ —

Dear Holly-

You are a hice person and all, but T

ohi)/ think of 7ou as a friend.
From,

[+]

o

-
LI

The way T seeit, T Jus+ did Rowley a HUGE
favor. j: dont want to see Hm 3e+ )nis ‘\ear+
s+om\>ecl oh by Ho||7/ Hills, because the truth is,

sirls can be a little crvel sometimes.

Saturd ay

’E)day was my ohly dd}’ of summer vacation, and T
had o sPehc} i+ at Seth Snella’s %a#—bir-ﬂwda)/
\Do\r+7/. T asked Mom to let me s+a7/ home so T
could ehJoy mysel-(, but she said we were going o
+he \Dar‘l?/ as a fqmily.
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Dad didnt even bother -fia}ﬁ’ihg i+, because he
knew HE wasn+ getting out of i+, either.

So at 1:00 we walked across the street o the

Shellas” house.

Atk

The Snellas really did it up this year. ’ﬂ\e)/ had
a clown mo\kih3 balloon animals, and a moon bounce

for +he kids.

ﬂwey even had live music. Rodrick was \)re-H'y
sore over that because his band, Lsded Pi\:er,
tried out for the J'ob, but the Snellas turned
them down.

EVeryohe ate lunch, and then at 3:30 the main

event started.
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Mr. and Mrs. Shella had all the adults line up. in
front of Seth, and +\-\e7 all ook turns +r7/ih3
to make him smile. Mr. Henrich went first.

SQUAWK!
SQUAWK!

T noticed Dad |ookih3 reo\lly hervous at the back
of the line. At one point T walked b)/ Dad o get
myseh[ some cupco\kes, and he s+0\>\>ecl me. He told
me if 1 could 3e+ Hm out of ‘H‘\is situation, )ne)d
owe me BIG-+time.
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T ‘H\oug)n‘f it was \)re'H'?/ ironic that Dad would
be askihs ME {for a favor, esPecio\ll7/ since he's
+he one who's s\'\i\)\)ihs me off to mili‘l’o\r)/ school
tomorrow. So T was fine with let+ting him squirm.

But that doesnt mean T wanted to see my
Dad acting like a baboon in front of the whole
hei&’nbor\'\ooé, ei‘l‘)ner. I +\'\ou3)n+ about Sheakihs
home o spare myseh[ +he shame.

That's when T saw Mahhy on the other side of
the deck, \Dokiha around Seth’s presents.

Mdhh7/ found the present that was from OUR
family, and he riP?ec} it open. As sooh as 1 Saw
what it was, T knew ‘H\ihss were about to 3e+

real com\Dlico\'l'ecl.
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T+ was a blue knit blanket, Just like the one
MANNY used to have as a bo\by. And you could
~tell Mahh7/ +\'\ou3¥\+ he had found himself a

brand-new 'ﬁhgy. %&
g
=‘| ;

=]l'|'lll[
I~
ﬂ||ll|1[||l

‘.
T went over o Mahh7/ and told him he was gonna
have 1o hand over the blanket because i+ was for

+he bdb)/, hot him. But Mdhhy wouldnt cous)n fiki up.

When Mahhy realized T was gonha take away the
blanket, he Just turned around and chucked it over
+he r‘dilihs.
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The blanket landed in the branch of a tree. T
knew T had to get it back before Mom found

out, so I 30‘!’ down off ‘H-\e deck and started
c|im{>ih3 up the tree.

l

Ria\ﬁ when T was about to sro\b the blanket, my
foot sli?Ped, and T was left )nahsihs there. T
tried to \)UN myself back vp, but T didn4 have
+he s+reh3+)n.

T ProbaHy would Ve been able to do it, but the
°h|)' ‘H\ihs T had 4o eat +oda7/ was a grape soda

and the -fros’rihg off of a ?iece of cake, so T had

nho ehers)/.
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T 7/e||ecl for hel\), but T rea||7/ wish T didnt
call attention o m7/se|f. Because ris\'rl' when
eVeryohe came ovVer Yo see w\'\a-l' was soihs on, my

pants came loose and fell down around my ankles.

T+ wouldnt have )na\DPehed if T was wearing m7/
OWN pandts. But T never washed ry dress

pants after H\e)/ got +hat chocolate all over
them, so T was {)orrowihs a pair of RODRICK’S

\Ddh'l's, w}\ic}\ were about two sizes +oo bis on me.

ﬂ\e sitvation was *wmﬂid‘h’ha ehoua}w, but then T
realized SOme+)nih3 even WORSE. T was wearing
my Wonder Woman Underoos.
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EVeh+ua||7/, Dad ran over and he|Pec} aet me
down, but not before Mr. Snella got the whole
Jr)(\i\r'\s on +d\>e. Ah& $ome+¥\ih3 tells me Jr)(\at’r +)nis
time o\rouhd, he Kas a soo& shot at the "America’s
Funniest Families” Grand Prize.

After that, Dad hustled me home, and T -H\oug)n‘l'
he was gonha be really mad at me. But it turns out
+hat m7/ accident %o\ﬂ)ehe& ria)n-i' when Dad was
hext up to go in front of Seth Snella, so T saved
him from }'\o\vihs to +ake his turn.

And Se‘l‘ this: Dad thinks T FAKED +he whole
Jr}\ihs to bail him out.

THAT'S MY
SON! ¢

T wasnt about to correct \m’m, either. T made
m7/se|1[ a bia bowl of ice cream, sat down in front
of the TV, and tried to en Joy the rest of my
ohe do\y of freedom as best T could.
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Suhda?(

When T woke up +his morhihg, it was a quar'l'er
past 11:00. T couldn® fisure out w)ny T was
still in bed, because Dad was 5u‘>‘>osecl to drive
me to S\)ds Union at 8:00.

/-.

So T went downstairs. Dad was sitting at +he
kitchen table reac}iha +he paper, and he wasn+
even Jressed 7/e+.

—
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When T walked into the kitchen, Dad told me
we could “rethink” +his mi|i+o\r7/ o\caderv?/ +)nih3. He
said mo\y{)e T could Just do some Push—u‘)s and
sit-ups eVery once in a while, and that would be
Jus+ as sooJ as the summer cohdH‘iohihs program
at S‘)ds Union.

T couldnt believe my ears. T guess Dad felt like
he owed me for savihs \-\im 7/es+ercla7/, and +\\is
was \'\is wo?/ of Payihs me back.

T walked out of the house and went vp o
Rowle/s {)e{ore :Dad could c}whse \wis mihd. Ahc}
oh my way up the hill, T realized that T was on

summer Vacation.

\ ’
\O —
4 1S
T

TWEET
TWEET
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T knocked on Rowley’s door, and when he
o\hswer‘ec{, T +old him T didnt have o g0 to
S\)o\s Union AFTER all.

———

“ZIINN
&
[ =]

Rowley didnt even know what T was +a|kih3
about, so that Just shows you how clueless he can

be sometimes.

We ?layed Rowley’s Twisted Wizard 2 for a while,
and then his \)areh‘fs kicked us out of +he house.
So we srabbeci some Po?sicles and went and sat

on his front curb.

Youll never BELIEVE what \waﬂ)ehec} hext. A

rea||7/ cute Sir| T had never seen before walked vp o
us and introduced "\erseh[.
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She said her name was Trista and +that she Just

moved in down the street.

T looked at Rowley, and it was ‘)re++7/ obvious he
was +\\ihkih3 what T was +)nihkih3. So it took me

about two seconds to come up wiﬂ\ a \>|ah.

But then T had a BETTER idea.
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Rowley’s -deﬂ)/ belohss to a couh+r7l club, and he’s
allowed o brihs two guests to his \700' every Jay.

So that could ac+ua||7 work out real nice.

GO FETCH US
SOME SLUSHIES!/ -

771NN
Gl .U'

T+ looks like ‘H\ihas are fihally going my way,
and 7/ou khow, its about time. 1 dont know
dh)/ohe who deserves 4o catch a break more
than me, because like T said before, Tm ?re-Hy
much one of the best \)eoP|e T know.
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And T know its rea||7/ corh7/ to finish with a
ha\)\oy ehclihs, but it looks like T'm out of paper
ahyway, so T guess this is

THE
END.
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You see. -
actually thinks he can

his son to toughen u

he enlists Greg in orgaft :
sports and other ° manh{" .
endeavors.

Of course, Greg is easily
able to sidestep his father’s
efforts to change him. But
when Greg's dad thréatens
to send him to military . |
academy, Greg realizés he . | B
has to shape up . .. or ge'l:'-_:-.{ | -
shipped out. : :

“Move over, Harry Potter . ..
There's a new set of titles dominating the
bestseller list for kids’ chapter books,
and there's nothing ‘fantasy’ about these.”

t
“A big hit with reluctan “Perfectly pitched wit and

readers af‘-{d anYO':jok.. believably self-centered hero ...”
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