
Unit3 
The UAE desert 

I’m ……………………………………. 

Grade four / ……………………… 

English teacher: Ruqayah Abdullah Al Ali 

Zamzam School 

1 

www.almanahj.com



Ruqayah Abdullah / Zamzam 
School 

2 

www.almanahj.com



Dictation List 

1) desert – U.A.E – hot - cold -cactus – weather – sunny – 
dry - raining – wet- desert safari 
 

2) snowing – windy – flat – sandy – rocky – leaf – leaves –
roots - spiny –branch 
 

3) hump – store – fat – long eyelash – lips with thick skin – 
long neck – long legs – wide round feet 
 

4) insect – survive – without – jerboa – oryx – mud -  tunnel– 
rattlesnake – blood – underground 
 

5) cool – move around at night– sleep during day – gets 
moisture from food – eat -  hop – walk 
 

6) ghaf tree – difficult – grow – deep – sandy soil – drink up 
– strongest – hottest – driest– sunniest 
 

7) shade– funny – interesting – most– shout – oasis – shore – 
kindness– unkind – carve 
 

8) blow – calm – wise – Thank you very much – Thanks for 
helping me – I’m sorry – wolf – wolves– sheep 
 

9) farmer – kill – goats – safe – enough – bored – boring – 
fence – liar – village – villagers – once upon a time 
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Unit 3: The UAE desert 

weather 

desert cactus UAE 

cold desert plants 

dry raining 

windy sunny snowing warm 

blow 

boots coat glove leaves 

roots insect 

grass 

largest 

leaf 

thick 

flat 

underground 

hot wet 

4 
Ruqayah Abdullah / Zamzam 

School 

www.almanahj.com

https://www.google.ae/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiEybqi_arPAhWEWRQKHQ3ZCLMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/desert-20clipart&bvm=bv.133700528,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEw7lrsvvZKAl6via5TZWEx7URKsQ&ust=1474908634191854


  

dig 

eyelash across carry 

back 

fat 

cross lips 

spiny survive: to stay alive mud tunnel 

Arabian Peninsula 

hop 

hole 

moisture breathe 

brain 

temperature 

oryx 

tallest jerboa 

hump rest 

horn 

blood 

neck 
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I store my toys in a box 
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mountain forest 

bite 

kind = type 

poisonous 

shadow 

mice 

rattlesnake 

grow 

rattle 

hawk 

ghaf tree 

coyote 

sweat 

deep branch sandy dune 

oasis sit/sat midday shade 

shallow 

mouse 

reflect 

see/saw feel/felt walk/walked 

long 

write/wrote 
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           =  

argue 

angry 

stop/stopped 

yell/yelled 
stupid 

upset 

hurt 

waterhole cool off 

suddenly 

trouble 

shout/shouted 

think/thought shore 

calm 

wise 

knife 

Pick up/picked up 

carve/carved save/saved 

unkind 

funny 

farmer 

Thank you very much I’m sorry 

scientist 

sheep 

die 
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wolf 

wolves desert safari 

fence extinct 

liar 

villagers village 

boring 

amazing 

interesting 

bored laugh/laughed 

hill 

rocky 

silly 

trick/tricked 
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honest 

dishonest 

Once upon 
a time 

Enough 
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Windy 

Sunny 

Cold 

Hot 

Dry 

Raining 

Snowing 

UAE 

Cactus 

Desert 

 

 # Look, read and match:  
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# Write a pargraph about  (desert). Use your answers of 
the following questions to guide you: 

1- What is the weather like in a desert? 
2- What is the land like in a desert? 
3- Are there many plants in the desert? Why? 
4- Name some desert plants. 
5- Are there camels in all deserts? 
6- Are most desert animals big or small? 
7- What do the animals do when it is hot? Why? 
8- What time do the animals look for food? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………….................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................ 
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 # Look, read and match:  

 # Write sentences with it or they:  

1- Camels carry people and things across the desert. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
2- The camel uses the fat in its hump as food and water. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
3- The camel is a strong animal. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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# Use the picture bank to replace the numbers with words: 
 
                                Desert animals 
 
       Jerboa and ……………………. are ……………………….. animals. They 
are alike and different in several things. …………………….., let’s talk 
about the similarities. Both ………………… and …………………. don’t 
drink ……………………….. They get moisture from their food. They 
share ……………………….. as common food. They ……………………. 
during the day and move around at …………………. Next, there are 
some differences. The …………………….. is a big animal, while the 
………………….. is a small one. Also, the ………………….. walk, but the 
jerboa doesn’t walk, it hops. The jerboa’s long legs help it to keep 
its body cool, while the ……………………. can cool the ……………….. in 
its ………………………….. by breathing through its ………………………… 
Finally, all desert animals’ bodies are built for living in the 
……………………    , …………………..     , …………………….      desert.   

1-                        2-                                  3-                4- 
 
 
 
 
5-                        6-                      7-                              8- 
 
 
9-                        10-                          11-                 12- 
 
 
 
13-                         14-     
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……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………….................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................ 

 # Look at your learner’s Book, page 43. Choose the jerboa or 
Oryx. Answer these questions in sentences.   
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 # Look, read and write:  

1- Why it is difficult for plants to grow in the desert? 
Because……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2- Why does a ghaf tree need very little water? 
Because ………………………………………………………………………………………...... 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
3- Why is ghaf tree a special desert plant? 
Because ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Common examples of short and long vowels 
These contrasts demonstrate the rules (in each column, first 
short, then long): 
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1- Summer is …………………. (hot) than 
winter. 
 
 
 
 

2- A turtle is ………………………. (slow) than 
a rabbit. 

3- Math is the ……………………...................... 
( difficult) subject of all. 
 
 
 
 

4- Your tree is ……………………. (tall) than 
mine. 

5- A car is ………………………… (expensive) 
than a bike. 
 
 
 
 

6- Summer is the ………………………. (hot) 
season of all. 

7- The plane is the …………………… (fast) 
means of transport. 
 
 
 
 

8- My house is ……………………. (small) than 
your house. 

9- Amal is the …………………….(good) 
student in my class. 
 
 
 

10- My cousin, Maha, is the 
…………………….(young) girl in my family. 
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11- Reading a book is ………………………… 
(interesting) than watching T.V. 
 
 
 
 

12- Rashid’s exam was……………………… 
(bad) than Salim’s exam. 

13- My cat is ……………………… (thin) than 
your cat. 
 
 
 
 

14- February is the ………………………… 
(short) month of the year. 

15- I’m ……………………. (old) than you. 
 
 
 
 

16- Football is ……………………. (easy) than 
tennis. 

17- My cousin Maryam is the 
……………………(beautiful) girl in my family. 
 
 
 
 

18- Everest is the ………………………. (high) 
mountain in the world. 

19- Aisha was the …………………….. (sweet) 
girl I knew in school. 
 
 
 

20- The ghaf tree is the …………………….  
( strong) tree in the desert. 
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 # Look, read and write:  

Read and write: 
 
1- Why did Hassan yell at Ibrahim? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
2- How did Ibrahim feel? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
3- What did Ibrahim write on the sand? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
4- Where did the boys walk to? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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# Read and circle the answer: 

 

• The word oasis line 2, means  ( dry place – green place with water ) in the 

desert. 

• The synonym of the underlined word shouted line 18, is  ( smiled– yelled ) 

• The word shore line 21, means  ( beach – hole ) 

• The word carved line 23, means ( painted – cut) a hard material. 

 
 

Yell /  Come/ Think Say/ Read/ 

Feel/  Jump/ Shout/ Carve/ See/ 

Write/  Stop/  Swim/ Smile/ Help/ 

# Find and write the past simple of these verbs from the story: 
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# Write the missing questions starting with (Did): 
 
1- Salim and Ahmad played football. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………? 
 
2- Maha shouted at her sister. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….? 
 
3- She felt upset. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………? 
 
4- They went to the shopping mall. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….? 
 
 

# Put the words in the correct order: 
 
1- in the water? / Why / jump / did / Ibrahim  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………? 
 
2- Ibrahim? / did / Who / help 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….? 
 
3- did / at the end? / Hasan / What / say 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………? 
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# Look, read and write: 

1- Why do you think people are afraid of wolves? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...... 
 
2- How many Arabian wolves are left in the Middle East? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………........ 
 
3- When did the Arabian wolf live in the UAE? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4- Why do some people want to have wolves in the desert? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...... 
 
5- Why do some people not want to have wolves in the desert? 
....................................................................................................................... 
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1- …………………………………………………………………………………………………….… ? 
 
2- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ? 
 
3- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ? 
 
4- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ? 
 
5- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ? 
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# Match the opposites ( You can use your Learner’s  Book ): 

Hot (    ) 

Dry (    ) 

Alike (    ) 

Day (    ) 

Kind (    ) 

Shouted (    ) 

Slowly (    ) 

Stupid (     ) 

Shallow (     ) 

Angry (     ) 

Boring (     ) 

1- Night 

2- Different 

3- Cold  

4- Quickly 

5- Wet 

6- Whispered 

7- Calm 

8- Deep 

9- Clever 

10- Unkind 

11- Interesting 

www.almanahj.com



Ruqayah Abdullah / Zamzam School 25 

# Look, read and write: 

1- Why did the boy lie to the villagers? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...... 
 
2- Why were the villagers angry? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………........ 
 
3- Did the boy lie again? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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