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EnglishAa

 
90

acute angle An angle with a measure 
between 0° and 90°.

acute triangle A triangle with three 
acute angles.

algebra A branch of mathematics that 
uses symbols, usually letters, to explore 
relationships between quantities. 

angle Two rays with a common 
endpoint.

endpoint

annex To place a zero to the right of a 
decimal without changing a number’s 
value.

GL-1 Glossary
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Aa

 3

6 =

area The number of square units needed 
to cover the surface of a closed figure.

3 units

2 units

area = 6 square units

Associative Property Property that 
states that the way in which numbers 
are grouped does not change the sum or 
product.

attribute A characteristic of a figure.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

O x

y

axis A horizontal or vertical number 
line on a graph. Plural is axes.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

O x

y

Bb

10 3

10

base In a power, the number used as a 
factor. In 103, the base is 10.

base Any side of a parallelogram. 

base

Glossary GL-2
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Bb

base One of the two parallel 
congruent faces in a prism.

Cc

capacity The amount a container  
can hold.

1 100

centimeter (cm) A metric unit for 
measuring length. 

100 centimeters = 1 meter

common denominator A number that 
is a multiple of the denominators of two 
or more fractions.

12 6 3

common factor A number that is a 
factor of two or more numbers. 

3 is a common factor of 6 and 12.

4 6 24

common multiple A whole number that 
is a multiple of two or more numbers. 

24 is a common multiple of 6 and 4. 

Commutative Property Property that 
states that the order in which numbers 
are added does not change the sum and 
that the order in which factors are 
multiplied does not change the product.

90 720
8 9 72

compatible numbers Numbers in a 
problem that are easy to work with 
mentally. 

720 and 90 are compatible numbers  
for division because 72 ÷ 9 = 8.
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composite figures A figure made up of 
two or more three-dimensional figures.

6 4 3 2 1 12
12

composite number A whole number 
that has more than two factors.

12 has the factors 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 12.

congruent Having the same measure.

45° 45°

congruent angles Angles of a figure 
that are equal in measure.

45° 45°

congruent figures Two figures having 
the same size and the same shape.

congruent sides Sides of a figure that 
are equal in length.

convert To change one unit to another.

x 1
y 5

O x

y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

(1, 5)

coordinate One of two numbers in an 
ordered pair. 

 The 1 is the number on the x-axis,  
the 5 is on the y-axis. 

O x

y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

(1, 5)
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Cc

coordinate plane A plane that is 
formed when two number lines intersect.

cube A rectangular prism with six 
faces that are congruent squares.

103 10 × 10 × 10
cubed A number raised to the third 
power; 10 × 10 × 10, or 103.

1
1

1

cubic unit A unit for measuring 
volume, such as a cubic inch or a cubic 
centimeter.  

1 cm

1 cm

1 cm

8
cup A customary unit of capacity 
equal to 8 fluid ounces.

customary system The units of 
measurement most often used in the 
United States. These include foot, pound, 
and quart.

Dd

decimal A number that has a digit in the 
tenths place, hundredths place, and beyond.
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Dd

3.77 0.8

decimal point A period separating the 
ones and the tenths in a decimal 
number.

 0.8 or $3.77

°degree (°) a. A unit of measure used to 
describe temperature.  b. A unit for 
measuring angles. 

6   
6

 _ 5    

denominator The bottom number in a 
fraction. It represents the number of 
parts in the whole.

 In   5 _ 
6
  , 6 is the denominator.

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0
9

digit A symbol used to write numbers. The 
ten digits are 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9.

8 9 5 8 9 8 5

Distributive Property To multiply a 
sum by a number, you can multiply each 
addend by the same number and add 
the products. 

8 × (9 + 5) = (8 × 9) + (8 × 5)

3 12 3 ÷ 12

divide (division) An operation on two 
numbers in which the first number is 
split into the same number of equal 
groups as the second number. 

 12 ÷ 3 means 12 is divided  
into 3 equal-size groups

3  � 														 19   19

dividend A number that is being 
divided.

3  � 														 19   19 is the dividend.
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Dd

3 39

divisible Describes a number that can 
be divided into equal parts and has no 
remainder. 

39 is divisible by 3 with no remainder.

3   3  � 														 19  

divisor The number that divides the 
dividend. 

3 is the divisor.   3  � 														 19  

Ee

edge The line segment where two 
faces of a three-dimensional figure meet.

edge

equation A number sentence that 
contains an equal sign, showing that 
two expressions are equal.

equilateral triangle A triangle with 
three congruent sides.

0.30 0.3

equivalent decimals Decimals that 
have the same value.

0.3 and 0.30
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Ee

   3 _ 
4
   =   6 _ 

8
   =   9 _ 

12
  

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
4

1
4

1
4

equivalent fractions Fractions that 
have the same value. 

   3 _ 
4
   =   6 _ 

8
   =   9 _ 

12
  

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
12

1
4

1
4

1
4

20 50 22 47

70

estimate A number close to an exact value. 
An estimate indicates about how much. 

47 + 22 (round to 50 + 20) 

The estimate is 70.
evaluate To find the value of an 
expression by replacing variables with 
numbers.

2
even number A whole number that is 
divisible by 2.

expanded form A way of writing a 
number as the sum of the values of  
its digits.

53

3

exponent In a power, the number of 
times the base is used as a factor. In 53, 
the exponent is 3.

expression A combination of numbers, 
variables, and at least one operation.

Ff

face A flat surface.

 A square is a face of a cube.

face
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Ff

fact family A group of related facts 
using the same numbers.

factor A number that is multiplied by 
another number.

°FFahrenheit (°F) A unit used to measure 
temperature.

fair share An amount divided equally.

fluid ounce A customary unit of 
capacity.

12 = 1

foot (ft) A customary unit for 
measuring length. Plural is feet. 

 1 foot = 12 inches 

   1 _ 
2
  ,   1 _ 

3
  ,   1 _ 

4
  ,   3 _ 

4
  

fraction A number that represents part 
of a whole or part of a set. 

   1 _ 
2
  ,   1 _ 

3
  ,   1 _ 

4
  ,   3 _ 

4
  

Gg

4 = 1

=

gallon (gal) A customary unit for 
measuring capacity for liquids. 

 1 gallon = 4 quarts

  = 

gram (g) A metric unit for measuring 
mass.

graph To place a point named by an 
ordered pair on a coordinate plane.
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Gg

6 30 18 12

Greatest Common Factor (GCF) The 
greatest of the common factors of two 
or more numbers. 

 The greatest common factor of  
12, 18, and 30 is 6.

Hh

height The shortest distance from the 
base of a parallelogram to its opposite 
side.

height

hexagon A polygon with six sides and 
six angles.

↔
x

horizontal axis The axis in a 
coordinate plane that runs left and right 
(↔). Also known as the x-axis.

7 0.57

hundredth A place value  
position. One of one  
hundred equal parts. In  
the number 0.57, 7 is  
in the hundredths place.
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Ii

Ii

0
1

Identity Property Property that states 
that the sum of any number and  
0 equals the number and that the product 
of any number and 1 equals the number.

  
5

 _ 5      
3

 _ 17   

improper fraction A fraction with a 
numerator that is greater than or equal 
to the denominator. 

   17 _ 
3
   or   5 _ 

5
  

inch (in.) A customary unit for 
measuring length. The plural is inches.

inequality Two quantities that are  
not equal.

intersecting lines Lines that meet or 
cross at a common point.

interval The distance between 
successive values on a scale.

inverse operations Operations that 
undo each other.

isosceles triangle A triangle with at 
least 2 sides of the same length.
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Kk

Kk

kilogram (kg) A metric unit for 
measuring mass.

kilometer (km) A metric unit for 
measuring length.

Ll

24 ; 
8

 _ 1   ,  
6

 _ 1   ,  
12

 _ 1   

Least Common Denominator (LCD)  
The least common multiple of the 
denominators of two or more fractions. 

   1 _ 
12

  ,   1 _ 
6
  ,   1 _ 

8
  ; LCD is 24.

0

6 3 2

Least Common Multiple (LCM) The 
smallest whole number greater than 0 
that is a common multiple of each of 
two or more numbers.

 The LCM of 2 and 3 is 6.

length Measurement of the distance 
between two points.

length

   2 _ 
5
      1 _ 

5
  

like fractions Fractions that have the 
same denominator. 

   1 _ 
5
   and   2 _ 

5
  

line A set of points that form a straight 
path that goes on forever in opposite 
directions.
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Ll

X

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

X X
X
X

X X X X
X

X
X

X X

line plot A graph that uses columns of 
Xs above a number line to show 
frequency of data.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

X X
X
X

X X X X
X

X
X

X X

J
K

line segment A part of a line that 
connects two points.

J
K

1000 1

liter (L) A metric unit for measuring 
volume or capacity. 

1 liter = 1,000 milliliters

Mm

mass Measure of the amount of 
matter in an object. 

meter (m) A metric unit used to 
measure length.

metric system (SI) The decimal system 
of measurement. Includes units such as 
meter, gram, and liter.

5280 1

mile (mi) A customary unit of measure 
for length. 

1 mile = 5,280 feet

1 1000

milligram (mg) A metric unit used to 
measure mass. 

1,000 milligrams = 1 gram
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Mm

1 1000

milliliter (mL) A metric unit used for 
measuring capacity. 

1,000 milliliters = 1 liter

1 1000

millimeter (mm) A metric unit used for 
measuring length. 

1,000 millimeters = 1 meter

  3   1 _ 
2

mixed number A number that has a 
whole number part and a fraction part. 
3   1 _ 

2
   is a mixed number.

3 5 15 5 15

multiple (multiples) A multiple of a 
number is the product of that number 
and any whole number. 

15 is a multiple of 5 because  
3 × 5 = 15.

4 × 3
+ 3 + 3 + 3 3

12 3

multiplication An operation on two 
numbers to find their product. It can be 
thought of as repeated addition.  4 × 3 is 
another way to write the sum of four 3s, 
which is 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 or 12.

Nn

net A two-dimensional pattern of a 
three-dimensional figure.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

number line A line that represents 
numbers as points.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Nn

numerator The top number in a 
fraction; the part of the fraction that 
tells the number of parts you have.

numerical expression A combination 
of numbers and operations.

Oo

90
180

obtuse angle An angle that measures  
between 90° and 180°.

obtuse triangle A triangle with one 
obtuse angle.

octagon A polygon with eight sides.

5 3 1 2
9 7

odd number A number that is not 
divisible by 2; such a number has 1, 3, 5, 
7, or 9 in the ones place.

1
2
3

4

order of operations A set of rules to 
follow when more than one operation is 
used in an expression.

1.  Perform operations in parentheses.
2. Find the value of exponents.
3.  Multiply and divide in order from 

left to right.
4.  Add and subtract in order from left 

to right. 
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Oo

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

(4, 3)

O x

y

ordered pair A pair of numbers that is 
used to name a point on the coordinate 
plane.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

(4, 3)

O x

y

0, 0origin The point (0, 0) on a coordinate 
plane where the vertical axis meets the 
horizontal axis.

ounce (oz) A customary unit for 
measuring weight or capacity.

Pp

parallel lines Lines that are the same 
distance apart. Parallel lines do not meet.

parallelogram A quadrilateral with 
four sides in which each pair of opposite 
sides are parallel and congruent.

partial quotients A method of dividing 
where you break the dividend into 
sections that are easy to divide.
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Pp

pentagon A polygon with five sides.

perimeter The distance around a 
polygon.

period Each group of three digits on a 
place-value chart.

perpendicular lines Lines that meet or 
cross each other to form right angles.

2 1

pint (pt) A customary unit for 
measuring capacity. 

1 pint = 2 cups 

place The position of a digit in a 
number.

place value The value given to a digit 
by its position in a number.

place-value chart A chart that shows 
the value of the digits in a number.

plane A flat surface that goes on 
forever in all directions.

point An exact location in space that is 
represented by a dot.

polygon A closed figure made up of 
line segments that do not cross each 
other.
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Pp

positive number Number greater than 
zero.

16 = 1

pound (lb) A customary unit for 
measuring weight or mass.

 1 pound = 16 ounces

5 25 25 = 52

power A number obtained by raising a 
base to an exponent.

52 = 25 25 is a power of 5.

1000 100 10
10

power of 10 A number like 10, 100,  
1,000 and so on. It is the result of using 
only 10 as a factor.

prime factorization A way of 
expressing a composite number as a 
product of its prime factors.

1

19 13 7

prime number A whole number with 
exactly two factors, 1 and itself. 

 7, 13, and 19

prism A three-dimensional figure with 
two parallel, congruent faces, called 
bases. At least three faces are 
rectangles.

product The answer to a multiplication 
problem. 

   1 _ 
2
  

proper fraction A fraction in which the 
numerator is less than the denominator.

   1 _ 
2
  

property A rule in mathematics that 
can be applied to all numbers.
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Pp

protractor A tool used to measure and 
draw angles. 

Qq

4 4
quadrilateral A polygon that has 4 
sides and 4 angles. 

square, rectangle, parallelogram, and 
trapezoid

4 = 1

quart (qt) A customary unit for 
measuring capacity. 

 1 quart = 4 cups

quotient The result of a division 
problem.

Rr

ray A line that has one endpoint and 
goes on forever in only one direction.

rectangle A quadrilateral with four 
right angles; opposite sides are equal 
and parallel.

rectangular prism A prism that has six 
rectangular bases.

regular polygon A polygon in which all 
sides are congruent and all angles are 
congruent.

remainder The number that is left 
after one whole number is divided by 
another.
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Rr

rhombus A parallelogram with four 
congruent sides.

90right angle An angle with a measure  
of 90°.

right triangle A triangle with one 
right angle.

6 38
6 4

rounding To find the approximate 
value of a number.

6.38 rounded to the nearest tenth  
is 6.4.

Ss

scale A set of numbers that includes 
the least and greatest values separated 
by equal intervals.

scalene triangle A triangle with no 
congruent sides.

1
scaling The process of resizing a 
number when it is multiplied by a 
fraction that is greater than or less 
than 1.
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Ss

sequence A list of numbers that follow 
a specific pattern.

1

simplest form A fraction in which  
the GCF of the numerator and the 
denominator is 1. 

5 x + 7 = 12

solution The value of a variable that 
makes an equation true. The solution of 
12 = x + 7 is 5.

solve To replace a variable with a 
value that results in a true sentence.

square A rectangle with four 
congruent sides.

square number A number with two 
identical factors.

square unit A unit for measuring area, 
such as square inch or square 
centimeter.

3 × 3 2
32

squared A number raised to the 
second power; 3 × 3, or 32.

standard form The usual or common 
way to write a number using digits.

180
straight angle An angle with a 
measure of 180°.

sum The answer to an addition 
problem.
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Tt

Tt

.  
10

 _ 1    

tenth A place value in a decimal 
number or one of ten equal parts or   1 _ 

10
  .

term A number in a pattern or 
sequence.

  
1,000

 _ 1     
0.789

9

thousandth(s) One of a thousand 
equal  parts or   1 _ 

1,000
  . Also refers to a 

place value   in a decimal number. In the 
decimal 0.789, the 9 is in the 
thousandths place. 

three-dimensional figure A figure that 
has length, width, and height.

2000 = 1
ton (T) A customary unit for measuring 
weight. 1 ton = 2,000 pounds

trapezoid A quadrilateral with exactly 
one pair of parallel sides.

triangle A polygon with three sides 
and three angles.

triangular prism A prism that has 
triangular bases.
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Uu

Uu

unit cube A cube with a side length of 
one unit.

1
unit fraction A fraction with 1 as its 
numerator.

unknown A missing value in a number 
sentence or equation.

unlike fractions Fractions that have 
different denominators.

Vv

variable A letter or symbol used to 
represent an unknown quantity.

vertex The point where two rays meet 
in an angle or where three or more 
faces meet on a three-dimensional 
figure.

y ↕
vertical axis A vertical number line on 
a graph (↕). Also known as the y-axis.

volume The amount of space inside a 
three-dimensional figure.
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Ww

weight A measurement that tells how 
heavy an object is.

Xx

↔ xx-axis The horizontal axis (↔) in a 
coordinate plane.

x

y

x-coordinate The first part of an 
ordered pair that indicates how far to 
the right of the y-axis the corresponding 
point is. 

Yy

3
36

yard (yd) A customary unit of length 
equal to 3 feet or 36 inches.

↕ yy-axis The vertical axis (↕) in a 
coordinate plane.

y

x

y-coordinate The second part of an 
ordered pair that indicates how far 
above the x-axis the corresponding 
point is.

Ww
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