Preliminary Short Passages

1- ABU BAKR:
Abu Bakr who was by virtue of his high place of estimation of
the Muslims, was hastily elected as a caliph of the Muslims. He was
considered as a man of wisdom and moderation. He addressed the
Muslims after being elected as a caliph of the prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) saying: “.. .. I am charged with your affairs
though not the best of you. Nevertheless, the Quran has been already
revealed, and the prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) has
taught us and we learned. Know that the most intelligent are the Godfearing, and the most foolish are those who deviate from the truth.
The one who is considered feeble is to me the strongest till I get his
right back. The one who is strong is the feeblest for me till I get the
right from him. Oh people, I am an adherent and not an originator. If
I behave well, support me; if I swerve, lead me back to the right path.

2- RECOLLECTIONS OF CHILDHOOD :
The first sense of sorrow I ever knew was upon the death of
my father, at which time I was not quite five years of age. I was rather
amazed at what was going on at home. I remember that I went into
the room where his body lay, and my mother sat weeping alone by
him, and I shouted: “Papa .. papa”.
My mother caught me in her arms and told me in a flood of
tears that Papa could not hear me, and would play with me no more,
for they were going to put him underground and he could never come
to us again.

3- INTERNATIONAL TRADE :
Commercial relations arise not only between different parts of
the same state, but between different regions which have no direct
political connection. If trade is to be regular and constant, however,
the two trading parties must come to some kind of understanding as to
the terms on which they meet and do the business. In modern times
there are ample facilities for trade between civilized countries. There
are: fax, international phone calls, e-mail, and the internet. It is
expected that electronic trade will thrive during the next ten years.

4- THE SALJUK OFFICERS :
The Saljuk Empire was a military power, and the army on
which it depended was commanded by Turkish slaves. Free men
could not be trusted with the high commands, or the rule of distant
provinces; it was necessary to rely on the fidelity of purchased slaves,
brought up at the courts in close relations with the Saljuk princes.
Every Saljuk had a following of Mamluks. The inevitable
result of this system was the supplanting of the senile master by the
virile slave. As the saljuk grew weak, and their Empire broke up into
subdivisions, the Mamluks who had fought their battles for them,
became the guardians or regents.

5- DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON :
Dr. Samuel Johnson, the son of a small bookseller in Lichfield,
without advantages of birth or fortune, raised himself to a position
unrivalled by any other man of letters of the time. He taught the world
that learning need not be dull.
Dr. Johnson had some odd habits such as touching every post
in the street as he walked. He also used to treasure up scrapes of
orange-peel in his drawers. But, apart from these odd habits, Samuel
Johnson was a store of sound learning, and what was even better, a
truly tender hearted.

Word List:
expression
means of communication
economic recession

–

globalization
international law
small village
it became worse

Word List:
environment scientists
car test
factories & workshops
sources of pollution

Word List:
mass destruction
colonial aims
misuse

great cities
reduce pollution
countries
world
transferred

weapons
armament race
search for weapons
noble aim

–
–

Word List:
mobile phone
silicon ships
performance

Word List:
dangerous disease
respiratory system
microbe

communication
call waiting
electronic pieces
speed

anthrax
skin
terrorist weapon
parcel post

–

Practice Passages

1- ENERGY AND LIFE :
There are two kinds of energy. There is the energy of motion
such as that of water falling over a cliff. This is called kinetic energy.
There is also potential energy, which is the power a thing may acquire

or produce kinetic energy. There is potential energy in the muscles of
our arms, but immediately we use those muscles to raise something,
they are producing kinetic energy.
The curious thing about all energy that it tends to produce heat.
The potential energy in a lump of cools is released and we get heat as
soon as it is put on the fire.
Energy produces heat, heat is life, without heat, life on earth
would become impossible, and the great source of heat is the sun. It is
the sun which raises the water from the sea, turns it into rain, deposits
it upon mountains, down the sides of which it flows in rivers and
waterfalls.
What a wonderful thing it is to think that the sun is the source
in some way or another of all power. The express engine, rushing
along at eighty miles an hour, is driven by the steam, which is raised
by heat. The sun is greatly useful for all farm products. If the sun
ceases to supply this food, we and other growing things, would die of
starvation.
The clouds that give us rain, the beautiful colors on flowers,
the clothes we wear, all owe their existence in some way or another to
that great and wonderful star 39000,000 miles away.

–

–

–

2- THE FIRST LIGHTHOUSE AT ALEXANDRIA:
Alexandria, the chief seaport of Egypt, is named after
Alexander the Great, who was its founder. Having decided that this
place was ideally situated for a harbor and a wealthy town, he sent for
Dinocrates, the distinguished Macedonian architect and asked him to
draw plans for the building of a town on this site, and through this
work Dinocrates won increased fame. Pharos was then a small island
separated from main land, but Dinocrates by erecting an artificial dyke
which extended for nearly a mile, joined it to Alexandria.
A tragedy led to the building of the first lighthouse. Sostratus,
one of the best pupils of Dinocrates, desired to marry a lovely
Athenian maiden, and when the time for the wedding arrived, the girl
together with her parents set out to cross the piece of water separating
Greece from Egypt. As they approached Egypt, the sea, which was up
to then quite calm, became very rough, and the darkness of night
prevented them from seeing ahead; neither could those on land who
heard their cries, help them in any way. When the dawn came,
Sostratus and his relatives found that his bride and all who had
accompanied her had been drowned, for the ship had struck against
some terrible rocks and been broken to pieces. Sostratus was so
overcome with grief that he gave up his work and passed his time in
sighing and weeping over the event.
Then Dincorastes suggested to build a high tower on the island
from the top of which flames would show to those on the sea the rocks
and dangerous shoals near the coast. The lighthouse was set up at the
eastern end of the isle by the entrance to the harbor.

–

3- THE ROSETTA STONE :
Even the birds and beasts have ways of speaking to each other,
of warning each other, and of telling good news. So, we can
understand that, in the far off days, before history begins to have
records, the wild human beings of the earth wished to communicate
with their fellows.
The first way of writing for man was to draw pictures on the
walls of their caves. Later, they began to try to write messages. They
sometimes did this by drawing sets of pictures.

The ancient Egyptians developed the picture writing idea until
they produced what we know as hieroglyphics. These were word
designs in the form of pictures. Many of these can still be seen carved
on the ancient buildings of Egypt. Men wondered for years what
these strange writings might mean, but no one could find the key.
But in 1798, one of Napoleon’s officers found a large black
broken stone near Rosetta. There were three kinds of writings on that
stone. The Egyptian hieroglyphic writing was the first. Many scholars
of France and other nations were puzzled for a long time. But, one of
them, Champollion by name, saw that the second writing was
Demotic, the later writing style of the Egyptians, and that the last
writing was Greek. He thought that probably the three texts were the
same. He was right. By comparison, they could build up some key to
the reading of ancient Egyptian writings. So, this stone gave the key
of a wonderful history to the whole world.

…

…

4- THE MOST WONDERFUL THINGS IN THE WORLD :
What is the most wonderful thing in the world? Is it the plane
which flies much faster than any bird ? Is it the wireless that carries
your voice across the world quicker than the blink of an eye-lid? Is it
the giant tree that has lived for a thousand years, or the great
telescope, which teaches us the mysteries of the sun and the stars ? Is
it the computer, satellite TV channels, the mobile phone or the
internet? No ! it is something nearer to you than that, something you
meet and live with and care for every day … it is yourself ! The
muscles with which you move, the bones that keep them in place, the
blood which brings them into energy, the network of telephones and
messengers which guide them and the great central control station of
the brain … these are the most wonderful things in the world.
All living creatures, including us, are made first of all from a
soft jell-like substance called protoplasm. It is sometimes referred to
as the essence of life. At least three quarters of this substance consists
of water, and it is surprising to think, when we consider how strong
and solid our bodies are, that if we could separate the water from them
we should have only one quarter left.

5- THE THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS :
The thousand and one nights is a collection of tales in Arabic,
built up during the middle ages. Some of its 264 tales were
transmitted orally by story tellers, and some of them reached Europe
during the middle ages. As time went on, the collection increased by
the addition of tales from other sources and organized it, within the
framework of a frame tale. By 1450 the work had assumed its present
form.
The frame-tale recounts how king Shahriar, persuaded by the
faithlessness of women, married a new wife each evening and put her
to death the next morning. Until his bride Shahrazad won reprieve by
commencing a story in her wedding night, and artfully sustaining
Shahriar’s curiosity about the outcome of her tales within tales. For a
thousand and one nights, he kept reprieving her, then he abandoned
his original plane.
The first European translation was a French by Antoine
Galland in 1704. Since then, Ali Baba, Sesame,Aladdin and his magic
lamp and Sindibad the sailor have all become familiar to Europeans.
The stories inspired the Russian music composer Rimsky Korsakoff to
compose a symphonic suite entitled Shahrazad.

