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PREFACE 

It is my great pleasure to present the Light Metals 2015 proceedings, and a very special honour to be the 
first woman to edit this esteemed volume. Although women are still under-represented in the light metals 
industry, there are a number of notable women who have made major contributions—Jacynthe Côté, first 
female CEO of a major aluminium company, Najeeba Al Jabri who has led in the start-up of the world's 
largest potline, and Hilde Marete Aasheim to mention a few. Indeed the cultural and gender diversity of 
the light metals community has expanded notably since I attended my first TMS conference in the early 
1990s. 

These proceedings are the distillation of a huge effort on behalf of the global aluminium research 
community. TMS annual meetings represent a unique opportunity for the global aluminium community 
to share knowledge and experience. Through these proceedings, the accumulated knowledge is made 
accessible to others in the years to come. This knowledge transfer, from researcher to researcher, but more 
critically from researcher to practitioner is more important than ever, given the challenges that face our 
industry, such as energy consumption, raw materials quality and, in some parts of the world, attracting and 
retaining a skilled workforce. 

New step-change approaches to smelting are the subject of this year's plenary session "Latest Developments 
in the Smelting of Light Metals." This joint session covers the major light metals—aluminum, magnesium, 
and titanium. This multi-metal approach allows us to look outside of our own technologies and explore 
how solutions being developed for other metals can be translated across to ours. 

This translation—across industries, technologies and from researcher to practitioner can only occur 
when the lines of communication are open and parties on both sides of the conversation are receptive. 
An unfortunate consequence of the economic crisis is the increasing segregation between the research 
providers—now usually university-based—and the practitioners. Participation at the TMS conference 
by wide representation across all players in the industry—plant staff, research centre staff, academics, 
suppliers, and others is more important now than ever. 

The production of these proceedings owes a great deal to the efforts of the Subject Chairs: Pete Forakis, 
John Griffin, Zhengdong Long, Arne P. Ratvik, Hans Werner Schmidt, Pascal Lavoie (and before him, 
Gary Tarcy) who have put in many hours to ensure that the quality and quantity of papers is as high 
as ever. I thank them for the time and energy they have volunteered. Behind the scenes, TMS staff has 
work tirelessly shepherding us through all stages of the production of these proceedings from the call for 
abstracts to the arranging of session timings. One of the fine Light Metals traditions is the mentoring and 
support of the editor by those who have gone before. I am grateful for the wise advice I received from John 
Grandfield and Barry Sadler. 

Margaret Hyland 
Editor, Light Metals 2015 
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