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I dedicate these pages

Glittering with traits of
King Abdul-Aziz’ noble character!
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that I had the honor of catching his majesty’s words: "I
haven’t seen a book yet about the character of King Abdul-
Aziz." These words, from his majesty’s big heart, were but a
royal directive and trust which I sought to fulfill.

Despite my humble efforts, I am hereby greatly honored to
present this book in response to the heart-felt words of the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques.

May this humble piece of work be for Allah’s Sake, and may
Allah be pleased with it.

May Allah bless our king and country.
May Allah bless the royal family.
May Allah keep them spreading good and promoting Islam.

Khaled Ibn Abdul-Rahman Al-Jeraisy
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[ Translator’s Note :I

I wish to thank Dr. Khaled Ibn Abdul-Rahman Al-Jeraisy for
giving me the opportunity to do this translation about the
character of King Abdul-Aziz. The translation includes some
modifications made with the target reader in mind.

Having read the Arabic original and having done the
translation, I could not but feel the respect I have had for the
late King rise to love, extending to his sister Nora. His image
when kneeling and lowering his shoulder for his father to step
on it to get on his horse has left a beautiful note in my heart.

Evidently, King Abdul-Aziz was God-fearing, and this quality
was the key to his character. In the light of this key, his
behavior as a Muslim individual, as a family man and as a
leader can be properly understood and appreciated.

King Abdul-Aziz had a mission and a vision. He was
dedicated to the promotion of pure faith, and he sought to
modernize his society. He cared and shared. I would love the
great grandchildren of King Abdul-Aziz to be made aware of
their great grandfather’s mission and vision and to continue
his practice of caring and sharing.

May Allah grant King Abdul-Aziz mercy.
May Allah bless his successors and country.

Translator

Mohamed Atif Mogahed Mohamed
College of Languages and Translation
King Saud University
Email Address: mammdeso@hotmail.com
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Praise be to Allah, the true King, Who has honored us by
accepting us among those that believe in Him as the One and
Only Lord. Thanks be to Him for having sent to mankind
Prophet Muhammad, the seal of His prophets and the Imam
of his messengers. Praising Prophet Muhammad’s conduct in
the Qur’an, Allah says, "And verily, you are of a great
character."” May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him,
his kin, his Companions and his followers.

May Allah grant mercy to King Abdul-Aziz, whose character
is the topic of this book. The achievements of King Abdul-
Aziz have attracted historians, particularly with respect to
their significance and the great speed at which they took place.
In this regard, attention has been focused on the practical
policies of King Abdul-Aziz, e.g. his unique political stances,
his distinct ways of government and his dedication to the
application of Shari’ah and the establishment of religious
duties. However, the humane dimension of King Abdul-Aziz’
personality has not received due attention. This may be due to
the fact that his achievements were so great and rapid that
they overwhelmed observers worldwide. Also, it is not easy to
grasp all the aspects of such a talented leader without full
awareness of the details of his day-to-day conduct and his
background morality and thought.

Realizing the importance of the humane aspect of the late
King Abdul-Aziz’ personality, the writer attempts to explore

(1) Surat Al-Qalam, Ayah 4.
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it, hoping to shed light on it so that the reader can have a
better picture of his noble character. Underpinning his ideals
was his dedication to Islamic teachings, which guided his
humane conduct. In fact, it was that dedication that rallied his
subjects around him, giving him their full support. His
behavior reflected Islamic qualities and genuine Arab
traditions, and his character manifested both nobility and
humility. It is these qualities that distinguish the character of
King Abdul-Aziz as a prominent world leader. He is
considered "one of the greatest leaders, not only in the
twentieth century, but also throughout history".("

Typical of King Abdul-Aziz was his acknowledgement that
whatever achievements he made were by the Grace of Allah. In
one of his statements, he said, "I have established this kingdom
with the help of no one, but Allah. It is Allah that has granted
me success. I am not a king brought in by the will of a foreign
power. I am a king by the will of Allah, through the will of the
Arabs who have chosen and given me their pledge. However,
titles are but words, and I am only Abdul-Aziz"®

King Abdul-Aziz was committed to a lofty goal, namely
founding a nation on brotherhood, love and mutual caring and
sharing. This is a sublime aim compared to the down-to-earth
seeking of worldly, transient pleasures. His devotion to Islamic
1deals and exemplary conduct enhanced his people’s loyalty to
him and boosted their dedication to underlying Islamic

(1) Al-Turky, Abdullah Ibn Abdul-Muhsin: Al-Malik Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud:
Ommah fee Rajul (King Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud: A Nation in a Man), (in
Arabic), Daarat Al-Malik Abdul-Aziz, 1419 H (1999 AD), p. 163.

(2) Al-Uhaideb, Abdul-Aziz Ibn Mohammad: Min Hayaat Al-Malik Abdul-
Aziz (From the Life of King Abdul-Aziz), (in Arabic), Riyadh, Mataabi’ Al-
Ish’aa’ Al-Tijaari, Ist ed. 1399 H (1979 AD), p. 81.
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principles. Indeed, a nation built on tagwa of Allah and
commitment to His Shari’ah cannot be but strong and long
lasting. Such is the uniquely strong foundation of our nation
that it has not been shaken by the wind of destructive ideologies
sweeping the globe. In contrast, as historically evidenced, a
nation built on the pursuit of sheer worldly aims never survives.

Guided by Islamic teachings, King Abdul-Aziz’ conduct was
exemplary, manifesting multiple but harmonious qualities.
This may explain the sincere love people have had for him till
today. To study his whole personality would need a colossal
effort, beyond the writer’s humble attempt. The present book
attempts to explore the humane traits of King Abdul-Aziz’
character. Chapter (1) introduces King Abdul-Aziz, the social
environment where he grew up, the significant events of his
time and the factors impacting his conduct. It also presents
examples of his style of government. Chapter (2) is the locus
of this book. It is concerned with the distinct humane traits of
his personality in theory and practice. Chapter (3) deals with
his relationship with his immediate family, the Al-Saud, and
with his larger family, namely his subjects. Chapter (4) shows
his great interest in Islamic scholarship, scholars and the
spread and development of education. Chapter (5) is
concerned with the last days of King Abdul-Aziz and
testimonials to him. The Conclusion sums up the treatise on
the humane traits of his unique personality.

The whole experience of writing this book has multiplied
sincere love for Abdul-Aziz, the man before King. Indeed, he
earned, by the Grace of Allah, the love of people before
earning his title. He captured hearts before territory, and
became king of hearts before king of country. He deserved
both rightly.
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The writer’s effort can never match his love and admiration
for King Abdul-Aziz, nor can it match the latter’s ideals and
character.
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( Chapter 1 )

King Abdul-Aziz: A Historical Synopsis

1.1 King Abdul-Aziz’ Lineage and Upbringing
1.2 King Abdul-Aziz’ Political Insight and Practice
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1.1 King Abdul-Aziz’ Lineage and Upbringing

1.1.1 Lineage

King Abdul-Aziz was the son of Abdul-Rahman Ibn Faisal
Ibn Turky Ibn Abdullah Ibn Mohammad Ibn Saud Ibn
Mohammad Ibn Moqrin Ibn Markhan Ibn Ibraheem Ibn
Moosa Ibn Rabee’ah Ibn Maani’ Ibn Rabee’ah Al-
Muraydiy."

Maani’ Al-Muaydiy is the founder of Dir’eyyah, and his line
of ancestors goes back to Rabee’ah Ibn Nizaar Ibn Ma’add
Ibn Adnan. In brief, according to most Arab genealogists, the
Al-Saud family goes back to the Bani Haneefah tribe, from
Bani Bakr Ibn Waa’el Ibn Asad Ibn Rabee’ah Ibn Nizaar Ibn
Ma’add Ibn Adnan.®)

1.1.2 Date and Place of Birth

King Abdul-Aziz was born in Riyadh towards the end of the
thirteenth Hijri century, marking the end of the Second Saudi
State. Regarding his date of birth, there are two contending
dates: 5/1/1877 AD and 12/11/1880 AD. The writer agrees
with the argument for the former date.”

1.1.3 Upbringing

Naturally, one interacts with one’s environment in a two-way
relationship. During the early years, representing the
formative stage, the environment provides the conditions of
development, which are likely to have a lasting effect on
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behavior, positively or negatively. During later stages, one is
more likely to have some influence on one’s milieu, depending
on such factors as character, potentials and status. Now, let us
consider a number of the upbringing conditions thought to
have affected King Abdul-Aziz’ character formation, so that
we can understand and appreciate his return influence on his
milieu, politically, economically and socially.

1. Family

King Abdul-Aziz was brought up in conditions where disputes
divided the Al-Saud. On the one hand, the sons of Imam
Faisal Ibn Turky were divided. On the other hand they were
fighting their uncle Imam Abdullah. This situation was a sign
of their failure and loss of power™®. Against such a state of
affairs, the Qur’an warns: "... [And] dispute not one with
another lest you falter and your strength depart from
you...."®

However, King Abdul-Aziz’ parents were known for their
piety, and they looked after him, instilling in him noble values
and manners. His father was one of the rulers and
distinguished fighters in Najd. This may explain the King’s
determination and courage. His mother, Sarah Bint Ahmad
Ibn Mohammad Al-Sidairy®, was known for her faith,
wisdom and good home management. This may explain the
King’s wise and reflective dispositions.”

At a very young age, King Abdul-Aziz was taught martial
arts, and he trained to endure the Bedouin tough life, hunger
and thirst. He was encouraged by his father to explore the
desert and tribal living conditions.®
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The task of teaching young Abdul-Aziz the basics of reading,
writing and Qur’an recitation was entrusted to Judge
Abdullah Al-Kharji, a scholar from Al-Kharj, but residing
in Riyadh. This provided the opportunity for religious
education to enhance faith and Islamic teachings. Young
Abdul-Aziz was able to master the Qur’anic recitation in four
years. He had a revision of the whole Qur’an under the
supervision of Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Musaibech. After that,
he was entrusted to Sheikh Abdullah Ibn Abdullateef Al-
Sheikh to study rawheed and jurisprudence.”’ Indeed,
religious studies are considered a sign of Allah’s blessings;
the Prophet says, "It is a sign of Allah’s love that one is guided
to the study of religion."!'?

In addition, his father had to take him in his company to
men’s assemblies so that he could be exposed to adult debates
and be accustomed to arguing frankly and boldly. In fact, he
took young Abdul-Aziz to several battles where he had to do
actual fighting.'?

Eventually, young Abdul-Aziz opted for military life and
preparation for an active role in the battlefield. He was keen
on it, and he mastered horsemanship and using the sword,
excelling his peers. He was also fond of listening to the history
of his brave grandfather Faisal Ibn Turky. Thus, young
Abdul-Aziz’ upbringing combined both religious education
for faith and values and education for worldly affairs.'® The
combination enhanced his character and skills.

On the negative side, young Abdul-Aziz had first-hand
experience of conflicts over power and the workings of
politics. This led him to the conclusion that dissensions were
destructive of even the strongest institutions. He also



Chapter 1

concluded that maintaining good government was the ruler’s
top priority. Thus, the negative experiences young Abdul-Aziz
went through contributed to the development of his character.

2. Desert Life

In 1891 AD, young Abdul-Aziz had to accompany his family to
the desert, where life was hard. There, he experienced tough
circumstances, and learnt how to endure difficulties and how to
cope with changing times and human nature. Living in the desert
had an impact on his upbringing.""> During his desert life, he
gained self-confidence and valuable experience that represented
good preparation for tackling future difficulties. He had first-
hand experience of Bedouins’ hard life and struggle for
survival; he witnessed their daily activities, seeking food and
water for their herds. He had the opportunity to be familiar
with Bedouin customs and traditions, such as the right to
pasture and water resources, as well as generosity to guests.!¥

Due to his religious background, young Abdul-Aziz was able
to see the negative aspects of Bedouin life. For example, there
were injustices in the traditional boasting and tribalism. In
addition, he became aware of the reality of hunger and thirst.
Attending assemblies of tribal elders, he was able to listen to
their debates and to stories from the heroic past of Bani
Murrah"® in the battlefield. In brief, living in the desert
provided young Abdul-Aziz with valuable knowledge and
experience in dealing with Bedouins and rallying their support
when needed.

3. Missions
Imam Abdul-Rahman Ibn Faisal provided his son Abdul-Aziz
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with both religious education and political preparation. Let us
see some examples of his political preparation:

In 1890 AD, young Abdul-Aziz was among the delegation
sent by Imam Abdul-Rahman to negotiate with Mohamed
Ibn Rasheed."® The delegation included Mohamed Ibn
Faisal, Sheikh Abdullah Ibn Abdullateef Al-Sheikh and
Sheikh Hamad Ibn Faaris.!!”

In 1891 AD, Ibn Rasheed defeated Al-Qasseem people in
Al-Mulaidaa’ battle, and marched towards Riyadh, where
Imam Abdul-Rahman was stationed. Imam Abdul-Rahman
had to leave Riyadh and take with him his family and some
of his men. That was in 1891 AD. He traveled deep into the
desert."® He camped in the desert where he was the guest of
the Al-Murrah tribe and Al-Ajmaan tribe’”, between
Yebreen®” and Al-Thsaa’. At that time, the Ottoman
Commissioner of Al-Thsaa’, Aakif Pasha, assigned the
army doctor (Zaakhuur Azaar Al-Libnaani) to negotiate
with Imam Abdul-Rahman and his son Abdul-Aziz. Among
the conditions for negotiations were the following: 1. Imam
Abdul-Rahman was to rule Riyadh on behalf of the
Ottomans; 2. He was to recognize the Ottoman state and
to pay the Ottoman state the yearly tax.?"

Imam Abdul-Rahman rejected the conditions, and he had to
send his son young Abdul-Aziz to Sheikh Eesa Ibn
Khaleefah,®® ruler of Bahrain, to request refuge for women
and children. Young Abdul-Aziz’ mission was successful.*®

Having gathered Bedouin fighters from the desert, Imam
Abdul-Rahman had skirmishes with Ibn Rasheed’s men around
Riyadh.In 1891 AD, Imam Abdul-Rahman captured Al-Dilam
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from Ibn Rasheed’s men. When Ibn Rasheed learnt about the
attack on Al-Dilam, he marched onto Huraimilaa’, where he
defeated Imam Abdul-Rahman, who had to retreat to the
desert. Young Abdul-Aziz was sent to Al-Hufoof, Al-lhsaa’
Center, to negotiate with its Ottoman ruler for a place where the
Imam and his men could stay. The Ottomans refused, and so
young Abdul-Aziz’ mission was not successful.*¥

When negotiations with the Ottoman ruler of Al-Thsaa’ failed,
the Imam sought refuge with the emir of Kuwait, but the
latter refused. So, the Al-Saud had to go back to the desert,
where they stayed with the Al-Ajmaan.

Having written to Sheikh Qaasim Ibn Thaani of Qatar, Imam
Abdul-Rahman got a favorable response; he was welcomed to
stay in Qatar. There, the Imam and his company stayed for 2
months, then moved to Kuwait. It is not clear whether the
arrangement to move to Kuwait was for a payment to Haafiz
Pasha, the Ottoman ruler of Al-Thsaa’, or in return for helping
the latter to retreat from the battle against the Sheikh of
Qatar. In either case, settling in Kuwait had to be done with
the consent of the Ottomans.*>

Thus, young Abdul-Aziz found himself conducting
negotiations and going on diplomatic missions. Such
activities at a young age had an impact on the development
of his personality and self-confidence and contributed to
diplomatic experiences that proved valuable in later
encounters.>®

4. Living in Kuwait and the Battle of Al-Sireif*”
It 1s argued that young Abdul-Aziz’ time in Kuwait marked
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the beginning of his political development; he witnessed the
impact of destructive dissensions on the ruling family of Al-
Subaah. However, it is argued that young Abdul-Aziz had
already witnessed the dissensions among his own family
before having to go to Kuwait. He saw how infighting
amongst the Al-Saud led to the loss of their power. Young
Abdul-Aziz had practiced politics during his involvement in
missions immediately after having to leave Riyadh. He also
took part in negotiations with Ibn Rasheed. Thus, he
practiced real politics before the Kuwait period.

Despite evidence supporting young Abdul-Aziz’ practice of
politics earlier, the Kuwait period is considered the most
significant in his political development. He had the
opportunity to see great events shaping the region and the
influence of foreign powers. There were conflicting interests of
great powers, such as Britain, Germany, the Ottoman Empire
and Russia. By seeing all these conflicts at work, young
Abdul-Aziz was able to gain valuable experience in political
thinking and leadership.

However, it is maintained that King Abdul-Aziz’ possessed
leadership qualities and an investigative mind regardless of
place. What happened around him presented contexts where
he exercised his potential. Accordingly, the conflict among the
Al-Saud and the subsequent loss of their power and exile in
Kuwait sharpened his capabilities. The Kuwait stay enriched
his experience. He saw Sheikh Mubaarak Al-Subaah of
Kuwait®® consult his father on several occasions. Yet,
young Abdul-Aziz was in the company of his father more
than in Sheikh Al-Subaah’s. This implies that, if influenced by
either of them, young Abdul-Aziz was influenced by his
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father, even before departure to Kuwait.

The political scene in Kuwait was rich with maneuvers and
negotiations among great powers; the Ottomans were
nominally in charge of the Arab world; Britain had control
of the Gulf area; and Germany and Russia were seeking access
to the Gulf. In addition, Abdul-Aziz Ibn Mitéb Ibn Rasheed
had designs on Kuwait. He wanted to capture it in order to
have access to the Gulf. Towards this end, he looked for all
sorts of pretexts.*” Young Abdul-Aziz was aware of all these
events, thus experiencing the workings of politics on the
international and the national levels. This experience, coupled
with his qualities of devoutness, determination, courage and
rationality,®” was a great asset for his political future.

While in Kuwait, young Abdul-Aziz was alerted by one
particular event, namely the conflict between Sheikh
Mubaarak and Abdul-Aziz Ibn Mitéb Ibn Rahseed.®"
Wanting to capture Kuwait, the latter raided it in
preparation for a bigger attack. In response, Sheikh
Mubaarak sought Imam Abdul-Rahman’s help against Ibn
Rasheed. On 17/3/1901 AD, Al-Sireif Battle took place
between Al-Subaah and Ibn Rasheed north-east of
Buraidah, between Al-Sirief and Al-Tarafiyyah. Ibn Rasheed
won the battle.®?

Al-Sireif Battle had great significance for young Abdul-Aziz.
It showed his military shrewdness, and it was some kind of
introduction to his later capture of Riyadh. This is how Al-
Zarkaly explains the significance of Al-Sireif Battle:

- Young Abdul-Aziz did not expect the Kuwaiti army to
defeat Ibn Rasheed’s. So, it was militarily wise of him not to
involve the Al-Saud and their men in a lost battle. He had to
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separate from the Al-Subaah company in Al-Shawki;*® he
marched towards Riyadh and besieged it for 4 months.
After the Sirieif defeat of Al-Subaah, young Abdul-Aziz
returned to Kuwait. There, Mubaarak Al-Subaah said to
Imam Abdul-Rahman, "Your son will take revenge for
you.n(34)

- Al-Sireif Battle was the biggest one ever fought in the Najd
region, if not in the Arabian Peninsula, in the beginning of
the 14'™ Hijri century; modern weapons of the time were
used; great numbers of soldiers on both sides were involved;
and it was followed by several interested international
parties with influence in the area.*>

- It provided young Abdul-Aziz with the opportunity to
besiege Riyadh - though not for long - and, in turn, to gain
firsthand knowledge of the strengths and weaknesses of the
Riyadh defenses. This was very useful in planning
successfully for the recapture of Riyadh the following
year. Having realized the importance of Al-Musmak
Castle,®® young Abdul-Aziz planned to capture it first of
all; the capture of Riyadh without Al-Musmak was useless.
Therefore, when the time came, young Abdul-Aziz carried
out his plan brilliantly by surprising the Musmak guards,
who thought the city had already fallen to the Al-Saud. The
guards were taken aback at the surprise, and had no choice
but to surrender, especially as their leader was killed. The
plan showed great, intelligent military thinking.®”

- The Sireif Battle furthered young Abdul-Aziz’ confidence in
his political judgments and military thinking. He concluded
from Mubaarak Al-Subaah’s planning and action in Al-
Shuki that it was necessary not to depend on Mubaark, but



@ Chapter 1

to plan and act independently for the recapture of
Riyadh.®®

With regard to the Al-Rasheed, the Sireif Battle showed
how stronger Abdul-Aziz Ibn Mitéb Ibn Rasheed became.
He attacked Kuwait hoping the Ottomans were going to let
him have a free hand in Kuwait, but they refrained from
helping him for fear of conflict with Britain.®”

The Battle deepened the conflict between Imam Abdul-
Rahman and Abdul-Aziz Ibn Mitéb Ibn Rasheed. This was
due to the alliance between the former and the Al-Subaah
and to the aid the alliance received from Saadoon Pasha
Abu Ajmi,“” who raided some tribes under the Al-Rasheed
control.*V
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1.2 King Abdul-Aziz’
Political Insight and Practice

1.2.1 His Political Insight

King Abdul-Aziz combined military skills and political
experience. His political skills were manifest when dealing
with internal encounters during the founding stage of the
Kingdom. They were also evident when negotiating with
neighboring countries; he had to take into account the
minutest details at the international level and the regional
level, as well as within the Arabian Peninsula. He was also
appreciative of the skills of his representative negotiators.*?

British diplomatic experts at the time of King Abdul-Aziz
regarded him as the most important political negotiator in the
first half of the twentieth century. His negotiating skills were
evident in the gains he achieved for safeguarding his borders
while giving no concessions whatsoever. In fact, some counter
negotiators would have preferred going back to war rather
than negotiate with King Abdul-Aziz.

Even though Britain had politically dominated most of the
world scene, and the Arabian East in particular, King Abdul-
Aziz was able to use it for his political ends. In its negotiations
with him, Britain was able only to secure his neutrality on
certain issues of interest to it in the region. The Darrin Treaty
of 1915 AD™ between him and Britain was a case in point.
Despite criticism, the Treaty gave King Abdul-Aziz some
advantages. For example, it strengthened his position in
relation to the problems with Kuwait, Al-Shareef Hussein Ibn
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Ali*?, Ibn Rasheed and the Ottomans. In addition, Britain
supplied him with money and arms, which were helpful in
dealing a blow to Ibn Rasheed. The British card was also
useful in the Ottoman departure from Al-Thsaa’ forever. The
Treaty secured the British recognition of the regions under
King Abdul-Aziz rule and of his independence.*” It implied
Britain’s recognition of his growing importance as the
strongest man in the Arabian Peninsula. King Abdul-Aziz
was well aware that the Treaty would keep Britain on his side
against the Ottomans. However, the treaty did not represent
any significant change in the British politics in the Gulf, save
that it was a turning point in the Saudi-British relations. It
changed Britain’s position towards that part of the Arabian
Peninsula.“*® This explains how King Abdul-Aziz was a gifted
negotiator, who was able not only to gain new lands, but also
to remain on solid ground for further negotiations. He was
also aware of the importance of military strength on the scene
of international conflicts.

World War I did not undermine King Abdul-Aziz’ position.
After the end of the War, he had two fronts: Al-Rasheed in
Hael, and Al-Shareef Hussein in Al-Hijaaz. Both were a great
danger to him.“” Fighting started on both fronts, in the
direction of Shammar*® and that of Al-Hijaaz. Before battles
were settled, a conference for religious scholars was held in
Riyadh, and it declared Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud to be "the Sultan
of Najd and its Adjuncts". This was recognized by Britain.*”

As events unfolded, King Abdul-Aziz was in a difficult
position; Iraq was declared a kingdom under the rule of
Faisal, Al-Shareef Hussein’s son;°? the East of Jordan became
an emirate under the rule of Abdullah,®" the son of Al-Shareef
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Hussein;:®? and Al-Shareef Hussein, ruler of Al-Hijaaz,
declared himself King of the Arabs - he was expecting strong
support and recognition from his British allies after having
sided with Britain against the Ottomans in World War 1.0

King Abdul-Aziz found himself in a critical situation, the
Hashimite siege in the north and southwest. As expected, trouble
started; some tribes in the north crossed the borders into Najd.
King Abdul-Aziz had to act militarily. His army swiftly annexed
two significant villages, Turbah and Al-Khurmah,®® thus
settling in his favor the dispute with Al-Shareef Hussein over
right of ownership. The villages were significant for securing
the western borders, and King Abdul-Aziz was able to
concentrate on defending his northern borders.®”

The annexation of Turbah and Al-Khurmah gave King Abdul-
Aziz a better negotiating position. Britain wanted to reach a
settlement for the problems between the Hashimites (Faisal,
king of Iraq; Abdullah, ruler of Jordan; and Hussein, ruler of
Al-Hijaaz) and King Abdul-Aziz. The British suggested a
meeting for negotiations between the two parties, but King
Abdul-Aziz preferred to negotiate with each one of them on his
own. Separate negotiations were advantageous for him,;
possible overlap of issues would be avoided and so would
unpredicted, undesirable political influence from outside. The
British had to accept the demand for separate negotiations.
Then, King Abdul-Aziz was able to negotiate with the King of
Iraq, and they reached Al-Muhmmarah Agreement®® on 5/5/
1922 AD; 1t dealt with the issues of borders, tribes and
trade.®” Initially, King Abdul-Aziz refused to sign the
agreement,®® but he ratified it later when signing Al-Aqeer’s
two protocols® on 2/12/1922 AD.“Y Obviously, by refusing
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initial signing, the King was trying to gain time and advantages
on his borders by getting the tribes on his side, especially
Shammar, Al-Ammaaraat®’ and Al-Muntafiq.®? Having
done so, he was then able to sign the agreement,
demonstrating again his skill as a negotiator and a successful
political strategist.

The King had another round of successful negotiations,
securing his northern borders with Iraq and Kuwait. He
signed the border agreement with Kuwait the same day he
singed Al-Muhammarah protocols.®® He wanted to eliminate
any possible confusion that might give rise to future
misinterpretations, something that was common at the time.

The way King Abdul-Aziz conducted negotiations manifested
far-sightedness and ingenuity. This was particularly evident
during the Bahrah®® Treaty negotiations between him and
Britain on behalf of Iraq on 1/11/1922 AD. The treaty had to
deal with unimplemented clauses concerning trade and
security from Al-Muhammarah Treaty. In the period
between the two treaties, 1922-1925 AD, King Abdul-Aziz
was able to change the British political direction in the
Arabian Peninsula. He was not seeking to have the British on
his side as much as he was seeking to keep them away from his
adversaries’ side. The King managed to make Britain change
its usual support for Al-Shareef Hussein, who was keen on the
Caliphate after its abolition in Turkey in 1924 AD.®> Just
before they were about to sign the treaty, King Abdul-Aziz
had already annexed Taif‘®® and was already marching onto
Al-Hijaaz. The annexation of Taif at that particular time was
a significantly shrewd move on his part. It created new
realities on the ground, strengthening his bargaining position,
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while putting Britain to the test regarding his wider military
operation towards Al-Hijaaz.(”

King Abdul-Aziz’ approach to Taef and Al-Hijaaz
successfully combined diplomatic and military moves to
maximize his gains within complicated conditions. He
managed to use British influence favorably to make
Abdullah Ibn Al-Shareef Hussein, ruler of East Jordan,
remain neutral towards the conquest of Makkah. This
presented Britain with the opportunity to get King Abdul-
Aziz to finalize the Bahrah Treaty, settling the remaining
problems between him and Iraq, particularly border issues.
Having used the delay in concluding the treaty as a bargaining
chip, the King had to reward Britain for its position regarding
his conquest of Al-Hijaaz; he had to conclude the Bahrah
Treaty with Iraq, gaining the neutrality of the king of Iraq as a
result. By securing the neutrality of Britain and Al-Sahreef
brothers in Jordan and Iraq, King Abdul-Aziz was able to
conquer Al-Hijaaz, ousting their father, Al-Shareef Hussein,
from power on 18/10/1924 AD.®

King Abdul-Aziz’ determination and political genius were
particularly evident in the negotiations leading to the Haddah
Treaty between him and Britain on behalf of the Emirate of
East Jordan on 2/11/1925 AD.®” He was determined to annex
Al-Jawf Wadi Asserhaan and Kaaf, known as Qurrayyaat Al-
Malh, while East Jordan claimed the right to Kaaf and most
of the northern areas. Britain had to send Sir Gilbert
Clayton”” to King Abdul-Aziz, who was besieging Jeddah
at that time, regarding the Bahrah and Haddah treaties.

On 1925 AD, negotiations were on when Sir Gilbert Clayton
received instructions from the Ministry of British Colonies to
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focus on border issues between East Jordan and Najd, and on
remaining issues that were not settled between Iraq and Najd
during the Kuwait Conference. Concerning Al-Jawf, Sir
Clayton initially had instructions to have Al-Jawf given to
East Jordan, and not to let any Najdi areas separate East
Jordan from Iraq. Also, he was told to ignore the ongoing war
in the Hijaaz region.

Though convinced that King Abdul-Aziz was determined to
have the three areas, Sir Clayton started with Wadi
Assarhaan. This was to test the resolve of the King and to
give himself room for maneuver with respect to other issues on
the negotiating table. In order to soften the King’s position
and weaken his resolve, Sir Clayton played the card of the
importance of friendship with Britain, whose influence was
surrounding him in the Arabian Gulf, Persia, Egypt, Iraq,
Palestine, East Jordan and South Yemen. As for the King, he
argued first against giving Kaaf to Jordan, for it would result
in uniting the Hashimites in East Jordan and Iraq while
denying Najd access to Syria. He also agued that Wadi
Assarhaan was one indivisible whole, and Kaaf was an
extension of the Wadi.”"

Despite Sir Clayton’s attempts to obtain from the King
territorial concessions, the King managed to take Al-Jawf,
Wadi Assarhaan and Kaaf, in return for a 50-mile long
demilitarized buffer zone, marking the borders.”? The
conclusion of the negotiations was a remarkable diplomatic
victory for King Abdul-Aziz. He obtained what he wanted,
secured his northern borders, and had a custom-free trade
access to Syria. The trade route to Syria was to be under the
direct control and protection of the British High
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Commissioner in Jordan.

In addition, King Abdul-Aziz was able to have the borders
monitored and controlled by Britain, Jordan and Egypt. As
revealed by the correspondence between the Egyptian
Minister of War and the Foreign Minister and the Director
of Border Control, and between the latter and his Prime
Minister, Egypt gave a positive response; it immediately put a
ban on any carrier going through the ports of Suez and
Attuur, if suspected to be transporting arms or ammunition
destined for rebels in Al-Hijaaz. At that time, there were
rumors in diplomatic circles that Egypt was helping the
rebellion staged by Hamid Ibn Rafaadah.”® However, the
Egyptian Prime Minister’s letter to the Directorate of Borders
was definite and straightforward; any suspect carriers heading
to Al-Hijaaz had to be detained.

Thus, the King was able to change the Ibn Rafaadah rebellion
to his favor. The border measures were to the benefit of King
Abdul-Aziz, for his long borders along the Red Sea were being
guarded without human or material costs. Rebels were denied
access to the Saudi state, thus, preventing troubles. The King
was able, then, to pay attention to development and
construction efforts, especially in Al-Hijaaz region.’®

The aforementioned illustrates how King Abdul-Aziz had to
deal with important political and territorial issues. There is
more documented evidence showing how wisely he dealt with
institutions, such as the American petroleum company
Standard Oil of America and the Arab League, and with
foreign countries. This may explain why countries were keen
on establishing diplomatic relations with him.”> Similarly, he
succeeded in dealing with internal problems’® so wisely that
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he was able to keep achievements intact, and to look after the
public interest.

1.2.2 Talented Governance

At both the external and internal levels, King Abdul-Aziz’
character was at work. He is said to have been blessed with a
unique character as evidenced in his handling of varied and
complex issues and conditions, nationally and internationally.
Two main sources for his uniqueness were: (a) cumulative
acquisition and experience - he had a systemic approach
characterized by investigation, organization, experimentation
and competency; and (b) innate qualities - he was creative by

In what follows, let us have a brief look at how successfully he
employed his intuitive qualities, with particular reference to
dealing with two domestic issues: the settlement of Bedouins
and modernization.

1.2.2.1 Settlement of Bedouins

King Abdul-Aziz was concerned with Bedouin problems while
nation building was underway. As usual, he would investigate
any problem carefully, while praying for Allah’s help. Internal
stability was necessary for building and development. The
King was well aware of Bedouin problems; their unsettled
lifestyle was an obstacle to achieving the type of nation he
aspired to. In addition, they had some undesirable customs,
such as raiding and robbing other tribes. So, the King planned
to have them settled as a means to eliminating such hostile
customs. He had to turn the roaming Bedouins into settled
communities where they could live comfortably.’® He
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managed to achieve this significant social leap peacefully.

The actual project of Bedouin settlement started in 1912 AD. It was
meant to alleviate their economic sufferings, and so it directed them
towards agriculture. Land in the Artaawiyah!”® area was
distributed to a number of tribes, starting with the Miteir
tribes.®” There, the Bedouins started building their first
village.®" Great numbers were settled in scattered parts
especially built for them in an agricultural area north of Najd,
and in simple homes added to a number of small villages in the
same region. These new settlements were known as Al-Hijar.®%
Being successful, the Hijar-style settlements were expanded, but
with slight modifications. They were gradually increased in
number till they reached about 72 Hijar, mostly from 10 tribes.
About 76,300 men of the settlers were trained and organized
into a force to be later called the "rawheed soldiers"®?.

However, King Abdul-Aziz had to deal with a new problem
arising from settlement. He found out that settled Bedouin
men started to neglect their farming duties, leaving women to
do the farming, and staying in the mosque, occupying
themselves with prayers and retreat. It was necessary, the
King concluded, to lead them to an approach whereby they
could work for this world as well as for the Hereafter. Since it
was an issue that involved religion, the King had to seek the
cooperation of religious scholars in this respect. They had to
point out how commitment to Islamic teachings did not
contradict making lawful earnings, and how Muslims were
urged to make a living by all legitimate means. In fact, the
Prophet used to pray for protection from poverty.

These efforts were fruitful. Extreme religiosity was
abandoned, and the Hijar flourished, integrating settlers.
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Village life started to attract Bedouins, particularly as King
Abdul-Aziz took several measures to improve living
conditions there. The following are some of the measures he
had taken in that regard:

- Water wells were dug to boost agriculture and attract
neighboring Bedouins.®¥

- A registry was made in the King’s court for Bedouin tribes,
and there was easy access to the King and district emirs.

- Preachers were sent to teach the necessary do’s and don’ts of
Shari’ah and to instill Islamic values so that Bedouins could
be refined and disciplined.

- Relationships between tribe members and their chiefs were
organized in such a style that the latter were entrusted with
communal welfare, and the individuals were responsible to
their chiefs.

- Communal responsibili