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1.J. R. Harris: The legacy of Egypt p. 115: As Sigerist has observed’, you can cure or improve a ()
great many internal diseases with incantations, that is, with religious or magic means, you can
place the patient in a frame of mind that will activate the natural healing forces of the
. organism
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An experienced practitioner will. for instance, recognize the smell of fever . (g

.as soon as he enters the patient’s room
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HIPPOCRATES OATH

I swear by Apollo the phisician, by Aesculapius, Hygeia, and Panacea, and I take to
witness all the gods, all the goddesses, to keep according to my ability and my judgement
the following Oath:

To consider dear to me as my parents him who taught me this art; to live in com-
mand with him, and, if necessary to share my goods with him, to look up on his children
as my own brothers, to teach them this art if they so desire without fee or written prom-
ise; to impart to my sons, and the sons of my master who taught me, and the disciples
who have enrolled themselves and have agreed to the rules of the profession, but to those
alone, the recepts and the instruction. I will prescrible regimen, for the good of my pa-
tients according to my ability and my judgement and never to harm anyone. To please no
one will I prescribe a deadly drug, nor give advice which may cause his death. Nor will I
give a woman a pessary to procure abortion. But I will reserve the purity of my life and
my art. I will'not cut for stone, even for patients in whom the disease is manifest; I will
leave the operation to be performed by practioners (specialists in the art). In every house
where I come, I will enter only for the good of the patients, keeping myself far from in-
tention ill — doing and all seduction, and especially from the pleasures of love with
women or with men, be they free or slaves. All that may come to my knowledge in the
exercise of my profession, or outside of my profession, or in daily commerce with men,
which ought not to be spread abroad, I will keep secret and will never reveal. If keep this
Oath faithfully, may I enjoy my life and practice my art, respected by all men and in all

time; but if I swerve form it or violate it, may the reverse be my lot.
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1 - Braine (David), Lesser (Harry): Ethics, Technology & Medicine.
Avebury Series in philosophy, Gower Publishing Company Limited, England.
2 - Gert (B.) Culver (C. M): Philosophy in Medicine.
3 — Harris (J. R.): The legecay of Eygt.
4 — Lamb (David), Davies (Teifion) & Robers (Marie): Explorations in Medicine Vol. 1.
Published by Avebury, Gower, Publishing Company Limited England.
5 — Rides (Bruno): Biology & Ethics (Reflections inspired by a Unesco Symosium, pub-
lished by the UNESCO in 1978 U. K.
6 — Soubiran (Andre’): Avicenne, Prince des medécins, sa vie et sa doctrine)
Librairie Lipschutz 1936 paris
7 — Worsley: Everyone’s guide to acupuncture
a) Dictionary of Asian Philosophers by St. Elmo Nauman.
b) Ency. of philosophy: Items. Vitalism, Organism, Biology, Mechanism, Monism,
Wholism.
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