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The Reformation MovementPope



The abominable Muhammad almost became my 

Prophet, and both Turks and Jews were on the way to 

sainthood... So take my advice, do not celebrate too soon. 

Watch out that your skill does not desert you. Be 

concerned, be humble, and pray that you may grow in this 

art and be protected against the crafty Devil.
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Voltaire

La fanatisme au Mahomet le 

Prophet

But when a camel driver stirs up rebellion, claims to 

have coversed with Gabriel, and to have received this 

incomprehensible book, in which every page does violence 

to sober reason, when he murders men and abducts women 

to force them to believe in this book, such conduct can be 

defended by no man unless he is a born Turk, or unless 

superstition has choked all of the light of nature in him  

Humphrey Prideaux

16971108
The True Nature of Imposture Fully Displayed in the 

Life of Mahomet



 20 

Muhammad made  such a religion as he thought 

might best go down, he drew up a scheme of that imposture 

he afterwards deluded them with, which being a medley 

made up of Judaism, the several heresies of the Christians 

then in the East, and the old pagan rites of the Arabs, with 

an indulgence to all sorts of Sensual Delights, it did too 

well answer his Design in drawing men of all sorts to the 

embracing of it
1  



And whereas he was subject to the Falling Sickness, 

whenever the fit was upon him. He pretended it to be a 

trance, and that then the Angel Gabriel was come from God 

with some new revelations unto him
2  

                                                

(1) H. Prideaux, The True Nature of Imposture etc., p.13  

(1) Ibid., p. 2 0 
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Edward Gibbon

Decline and Fall of the Holy Roman Empire

... a memorable instance ... of how a wise man may 

deceive himself, how a good man may deceive others, how 

the conscious may slumber in a mixed and muddled state of 

self– illusion and voluntary fraud
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Behind the quiet retiring exterior of Mahomet lay hid 

a high resolve, a singleness and unity of purpose, a strength 

and fixedness of will; a sublime determination, destined to 

achieve the marvellous work of bowing towards himself the 

heart of all Arabia as the heart of one man
3

 



                                                

(1 Muir, Life of Mahomet etc., 1st
 edition, vol. i, pp. cxi, cxv, cxxv- 

cxxvi. 

2124
3   Muir, Life of Mahomet etc., third edition, pp. 2625    
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.... the misnamed catholicism of the Empire thus 

grievously misled the mastermind of the age, and through 

him eventually so great a part of the eastern world.
1  
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Our belief in the power of the Evil One must lead us 

to consider this as at least one of the possible causes of the 

fall of Mahomet... into the meshes of deception. May we 

conceive that a diabolical influence and inspiration was 

permitted to enslave the heart of him who had deiliberately 

yielded to the compromise with the evil  
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Vindictive thoughts died out of Mecca... The thoughts 

of Mahomet, on the other hand, from the day of his flight, 
                                                

61
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were not thought of peace. In his revelation vengeance was 

threatened against his enemies – a vengeance not postponed 

to a future life, but immediate and overwhelming even now. 

Sheltered in his present refuge, he might become the agent 

for executing the divine sentence, and at the same time 

truimphantly impose the true religion on those who had 

rejected it. Hostility to the Coreish lay a seed germinating 

in his heart; it wanted but a favourable opportunity to 

spring up
1  
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The sword of Mahomet and the Coran are the most 

stubborn enemies of Civilisation, Liberty and Truth which 

the world has yet known
2  
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In so far as Christianity is in contact with Islam, 

Christians must adopt some attitude towards Muhammad 

and that attitude ought to be based on theological 

principles. I would readily admit that my book is 

incomplete in this respect, but would claim that it presents 

Christians with the historical material which must be taken 

into account in forming the theological judgement

                                                

(1) Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, Introduction p. x.  

(2) Ibid. 



 42 



Richard Bell



 43 



31
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 ۡنَّ لُ وۡ   وَ وۡ وَ لُ   وَ وَ وَ و 
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وۡ     لُ وۡ   لُ اوَ  لَّنَّ يٱ زِّ   إ  وَ  وۡ وَ  
وَ
و   ذٰوَ هوَ زِّ   ا  وَ انٌ   وَ ١٠٣  مُّ   نٌ   وَ وَ  
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... the persecution of the Muslims was mild and did 

not include any acts strictly forbidden by custom. The 

frequent references in the Qur'an to Muhammad's 

opponents are largely concerned with their verbal criticisms 

of his message and of himself. There is... mention of plots 

and schemes against Muhammad and the Muslims, but 

hardly of anything that really merits the name of 

persecution
2  
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