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their claim off, they wculd adduce a
saying thev attribute to Avyisha, the
wile of our prophet. Tnis saving
they quoie as loliows : “Say that
certiinly He is the Seal of the Pro-
phets, and do not say there is no
prophet after Him", I cannot olf hand
disqualily this saying, but I can ask
those responsible tor the quotation
to shed some Jight on the chain of
its traditionalists, and to state the
source from which this saying was
taken. Meanwhile, let me agitaie the
following points of speculation :

1) It is quite the vegue in Arabic
stylestics to choose an expression to
another while both give the same
meaning. The Holy Quran itself is
RO exception in relation to observing
this vogue eg. “O ye who believe :
Say not ‘ra‘hina but say ‘unthurna’
and bearken; for unto misbelievers
shall be grievous woe.” (2:104). The
choice between these twy syncnymes
was due to the resembiance be(ween
tae first and a Hebrew word meaning
mischievous. In Arabic both woras
mean “observe us”. In

“There is no prophet after me”.

nabit ol some exiremists

Muslims to seak support for their
views by sheer fabricaticn of Hade-
aths. This is widely reporied by
Musiim historians. To give an exam-
ple ¢i this one should remember that
when the Sufiani branch of the
Umayyad Dynasty was overtaken by
the Marwani branch, the Sufianis,
having lost material sirength  for
regaining their supremacy, saught a
reiigivus  suppart in fabricating a
Hadeath which proficied a promised
Suliani who would play the same
role given to the prumised Messiah
and later to the promised Mahdi_

To conclude, it should be reme-
mbered that the verse quoted by the
article is 1aken from Sourat ul Akzab;
one wonders why those who adduced
that verse overlooked some iwo
other verses to be found in the same
Soura?. These are the two verses :

“Verily, those who annoy God
and His Apcstie, God will curse ihem

. in this world and the next, and prep-
the same |

manner Ayisha might have chosen a |
Quranic expression, namely “Seal of i
the Propheis to a non-Quranic one, ie. |

are for them shameful woe” (33 : 57).

“O ye who believe ! be not like

. those who annoyed Moses ; but God
| cleared him of what they said, and
2) It has been a mischievous |
among

he was regarded in the
Gud.” (33 - 69).

sight  of
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other nations,
eloquent.

are corsidered mos!

The verses (38--39) speak of
the course of God with those who
passed away before . . . Those who
preach God’s message and fear Him
etc. This means that ‘he context is
dealing witii two poims .

1) There is no hindrance to the
prophet, and

2 ) This was the same with past
prophets,

At this juncturc comes the verse
misquoted and misrepresenied by the
articie in question. This verse appe-
ars quite in tone with the above
illustration, and could be represented
in the following light:

1) It has been the course of
God with past prophets that there
would ba no hindrance
to God's decrees.

in relation

2) There should, in the question
of Zainab, be no to
Muhammad.

nindrance

3) Because Muhammad is nol a
father of Zaid or any other man of
you; he is the Messenger of God and
the Seal of the prophets meniioned
under N 1 above,

There is no argument as to the
literal meaning of the word “Seal”,
but the word is not to be given its

literal meaning here, for it is ciear

that Muhammad was human, and not

metalic. And a&s has bheen  given
ahove, the Quran is fond of using
metaphores. Therefore, the context

calls for a metaphorical consideraticn
Let us think of this metaphore.
A seal is the Jaat thing to be placed
on a document; n¢ other thing is to
come after. This is the meaning,
the only meaning, one can understand
out of the verse. Any other interp
retation would be reading a selfish
purpose in a devine revelation. This
meaning, namely Muhammad is the
last of the prophets, is supported bv
the following evidence :

1) 1t is completely harmoneou:

the verse: “This day have
I periected your religion for you and
have completed my favour on you
and have chosen for you Islam as
religion”. Because a complete and
perfect religion is not in need of
another ptophet.

with

2) It is related that the prophet
(peace be upon him) excluded all
possibilities of a future prophet by
saying : “there is ne prophet after
me". Nobody, even those who per-
petuaie a beliet in another pr.phet,
can doubt the authenticity of thi
saying; they recegnise it well, but they
dadge its implicalions.

Instead of reiving en this authen-

yic  Hadeath and therefore calling
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Prophet advised him to retain her.
Now God has chosen thiz Zainab to
be the example of a legal precedent
showing the ditference in status bet-
ween the wife of a real son and
that of an adopted one. Muhammad
was ordered to take Zainab in marr-
iage after her divorce was completed.

But Muhammad (peace be upon
him) who thought of what the wrong
implication would be in people’s mind,
was reluctant over the issue. There-
fore God revealed to Him the verses
ending with that quoted verse at the
beginning of the article alluded to
above, The verses relative this inci-
dent ( 33:36 - 40 ) run as follows :

“ It is not for a believeing man or
for a believeing woman when God and
His Apostle have decided an affair, to
have the choice in that allair; and
who rebles against God and His Apos-
tle has erred with an obvious error (36)

And when thou didst say to him
God had shown favour to and thou
hadst shown favour to, “Keep thy wife
to thyself and fear God " ; and thcu
dist corceal in thy soul what God
~as about to display; and didst fear
men, though God is more deseiving
that thou cshouldst fear Him ; and
when Zaid had fultilled his desire of
her, we did wed thee to her that
there should be no hindrance to the
believers in the matier of the wives
of their adopled sons when they

have [ulfilled their desire ot them -
and so God's bidding to be done. (37).

There is no hindrance to the
Prophet about what God has ordai-
ned for him; -—— (such was) the course
of God with those who have passed
away before, - and God's bidding
is a decread decree! Those who
preach God’s messages and fear Him
and fear not any one except God,—
but God is good enough at reckoning
up. (38—39).

Muhammad is not (he father of
any -of your men, but the Apostle
of God, and the Seal of the Prophet’s ;
for God all things doth know !” (40).

These were verses relevant to
the Story of Zainab; it is quite clear
that no connection could be established
between these verses and Sourat ul
Kawthar except that both quotations
belong to the Holy Quran, and relate
two different incidents of Muhammad's
life.

From a stylestic point of view,
the Holy Quran is fond ol metapho-
res and conciseness; this is universally
acknowledged. Words as well as
meanings cf adjacent verses are so
wonderfully interwoven that a criticai
reader can find no locpholes or weak

points in  Quranic  s'yie. In fact
Quran is a linguistic miracle revealed
in the midst of ‘he most eioquent

generation of the Arabs, who, among



do ) Lo [ Lol )3 g

-3 —

it quite clear that the exoression

will be no pr:phet after him, were
considered by her tu e contradic-
tory to each o:ker in meaning and
significance.

4) Trat the Holy Prophet was
the last of tte prophets, but only in
this sense that all the qualities and
altributes of prophethocd found their
most perfect and complete consum-
mation and expression in him; “seal”
in the sense of being the last word in
excellence and perfection is of
common use.

Moreover, the Quran clearly
speaks of the adven! of prophets
after the Holy Prophet. The following
two verses leave no ambiguity on
this pnint :

“ And who obeys Atllah and
this Messenger ot His shall be ameng
these on whom Allah has bestowed
His blessings, namely, the Prophets,
the Truthful, the Martvrs and the
Righteous. And excellent companions
are these,” (4 : 69)

* O children of Adam: i mes-
sengers come to you frcm among
yourselves, rehearsing My Signs unto
you, then who shall fear God and
do good deeds, on them shall come
no fear nor shall they grieve.” (7:35)

The Holy Prophet himsell was
ciear in his mind as io the contin-
uity of prephetzod aiter him. He is
reported 1o have said : " If Abraham

i (his son) had Yived long, he would
of the seal of ke prophets, and there ' Kave been a prophe ™ ( Maja, kitah
al Janai'z ), and, “ Abu Bakar is the

i best of men al'er me, except that a

prophet should "

appear Kanzal-

' "Ummal ).*

* & %

THIS was the article which has
taken much pains to distort the actual
meaning of the Holy Quran, a mea-
ning that is supported by bistorice!
evidence. There is no connection
belween the werse quoted at the
beginning of this arlicle and Soura’
ul Kauthar, and there thould no such
mistake if there would be no delibe-
rate design,

The history of Islamic Sharia sta-
tes that when the Holy Quran speci-
fied the women of relation who are
prohibited in marriage to a Muslem
(4:23), a son’s wile was among
these. Despite the clear qualification
of the son being a blood-son, some
of the Muslims refrained f-om marry
ing the ex-wives of their adopted
sons. The Prephet himselt had an
adopted son who was an ex-slave.
The original name of this §' n was Zai«
Ibn Thabit, but after adoption he came
to be known as Zaid Ibn Muhemmad.
Zaid had a (Quraishi wife named
Zainab bent Jai'sh who was toc proud
for her ex-slave husband, and he
repealedly confessed to the Prophe:

that he wanted to divorce her ; the

* Commentary
Part I, V. 1L

of the Holy Quran
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Holy Prophet would be blessed with
sons who would five t an adult age.
The verse under comment removed
that misconcepiion inasmuch as it
declared tha: the Prophet is not,
never ever be the
father of any grown-up young men.

was, nor will

The verse under comment while
appearing to be in conilict with
Sura Kansar in  which not the

Holy Prophet but his enemies have
been threatened with being issueless,
in reality seeks to set at rest doubts
gnd misgiving to which this seeming
contradiction gives rise. It says that
the Holy Prophet is the spiritual father
of a whole Ummat and he Is also the
seal of the prophets, signifying thal
he is the spiritual father of all the past
and future prophets. So when he is
the spiritual father of all the believers
and all prophe's how can he said to
be amputated i.e. issueless. But if the
expression the seal of the propbets be
taken to mean that the Holy Prophet
is the last of the prophets and that
no prophets will come alter him,
then the verse appeas to be out of
tune with the context and instead
of reluting the cbjection of disbelie-
vers tha: the Holy Prophet was
issueless, aupp.rts and reinforces it

Briefiv, acoording o the meaning

of the seal «t :he prophets, the
expression can have [oar psssible
meanings -

1) That the Holy Priophet was

the Seal of the prophets, te. no

 A—

prophet. past or future, can be regar-
ded as true unless his prophethocd
of the H.lv Prophet.
Tne Prophethood of every pasgt pro-
phet must be confirmed and lestified
by the Holy Prophet and nobods can
atsain to prophethood alter him except
by being of his followes. All claims
to prophethood must be judged and
tested by reference to the revelation
received by the Holy Prophet and to
his teachings.

2) That the Holy Prophe! was
the best, the nobiest and the most
perfect of all the prophets and that
he was also a source of embellish-
ment for them.

3) That the Holy Prophet was
the last of the Law-bear-Prophels.
This interpretation has been accepted
by many eminent Muslim the:logians,
saints and savants sucy as Ibn Arabi,
Shah Wali-Allah, Imam Aii Qari, Mu-
jaddid Al Thani, etc According 1o
these great scholars and sali's no
prophet can come alier toe Holy
Prophet should abrogaie his
Millat or should not be in his Ummat.

hears the seal

who

A'isha the talenied spouse vitre
H:iy Prophet, has removed all wimbi-
oui'y about the meaning i the €x-
rression, the seal ol the rraphets,

She is renorted 10 have said
se ( the Hulv Prophet)
bt do

not sav that there will be no prophet
alter him. This saying of A'isha makes

Sav 1hat
is, the seal ot the propheis,
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WRONG INTERPRETATION OF AHMADIYYA
ABOUT THE SEAL OF THE PROPHETS

Dear Brother-in=-Islam,

The faith of Islam is the concern
of every individual Muslim. One very
important article of this faith is that
our Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) is the Messenger of God,
and that he taught the complete and
perfect Religion of Islam. And because
Islam is the perfect Religion, as the
Holy Quarn testilies, there was no
need for another prophet, to be sent
by God, therefore. Muhammad was
the last of the God-sent Prophets -
any propiet who claims such tiile
after Mohammad could only be self-
styled. Al this is an integral part
of the faith of lsiam; and whoever
deviates irom such belief is a rene-
gade, even ii he insisted on claiming
the epithet *Muslim”, or if he louded
Islam in his slogans.

It seems however that some of
those who insist en using the above
epithet do not sce ele to eye with
this article of faith, cné iry to make
all Musjims believe in their deviation,
thus aiming for som reason r anather
to explode Islum from within to serve
their own ends. An organ of this

deviationary

- Jess.

September, published the following
article :

“SEAL OF THE PROPHETS"

“Muhammed is not the father of
any of your men, but he is the
Messenger of Allah, an S
the Prophets; And Allah has full
knowledge of all things.” (33 : 41).

Much confusion and misunder-
standing seems to prevail as to what
is the real spiritual status and posi-
tion of the Holy Prophet as indicated
by the expression : the Seal of the
Prophets, A careful study of the
ceniext, however, removes the pre-
valent misconception. At Mecca when
all the Holy Prophet's male children
died in their childhood, his enemies
taunied him with being amputated
(one wha has no male issue), meaning
thereby that in the absence of male
heirs to succeed him his Movement
would sooner or later come to an end.
In answer 1o this taunt «f disbelievers
it was emphatically declared in Sura
Kausar that not the Holy Prophet
but his enemies would rcmain issue-
Aller the revelation of Sura

. Kausar the idea naturally fcund fav-
Movement has, last

our with the early Muslims that the
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