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Ilaws me nows From The Muslim Wnrld

By :

Muhammad Abdul[ah El - Samman

& The Secretary general of the
Islamic Researches Academy of AL-
Azhar has extended the invitations
to fourty ( 40 ) countries and a
number of imporfant personalities
from all over the world, to attend
the Second conference of muslim
Scholars, to be Commenced in Cairo
from the middle of May 1965. It is
undestood that the muslim Scholars
will hold a Special Session of the
Conferenee in Gaza Strip to discuss
the Palestine problem, A large num-
ber of Palestinian Scholars and
leaders, and the members of Paleste-
ine Liberation Organisation, will
attend the Session,

» Just a few months ago an
Islamic Conference was held in the
capital of Somalia, The Conference
has recommended in a resolution,
to form an advisory body to look
after the religious atfairs of the
African muslims, It also recommen-
ded to establish a training centre
for muslim Scheolars,

« The Faculty of Islamic law of
the Al-Azhar University has started
an institute of higher Studies, in
the premises of the ancient Al-Azhar
Mosque, It will facilitate to teach
Islamic studies. and Arabic litrature

for the -forpign Students and the

obtainers of Al - Azhar Secondary
certificates or its equivalant. After
the completion of four year course,
they will be given a certificate
equivalent to the Al-Alamia degree.

# The grand Sheikh of AL-Azhar,
H. E. Hassan Al-Mamoon precided
a meeting of the Scholars of Islamic
Jurisprudence, the meeting discussed
the possiblity of preparing an ency-
clopedia of the legal Schools of the
muslim jurisprudence and to trans-
late it into living languages; to bring
nearer the different Schools of
islamic faith and provied the nom-
muslims with the heritage of Islamic
jurisprudence and thought.

# keeping in view the historical
importance of the city of Jerusalam,
the Jordanian parlia-ment has passed
a bill, banning the possession of land
or building in that city by foreizn
or Jordaniam Companies and religious
Societies.

# It is reported that Japan will
undertake a project to build a
rajlway line between Nigeria and

‘Sudan to Conmect the Lagos City

( in the Nigeria ) with port Sudan.
The project will cost £ 30 million.
This link jwill help the muslim
pilgrims o*nlng from west Africa,
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Sheikh Al-Azhar Answers

H. E. Sheikh Hassan Mamoun, the grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar,
received on March 2ist. Mr. IB REHNE of the Danish State
Radio. He asked his Eminence four questions about Islam and

the message of Al-Aehar.

Q- Al-Azhar is regarded as the |
spiritual centre of Islamic world.
Is it still so ?

A~ AleAzhar was, and is still and
will be, the spiritual centre of the
Istamic world for it devotes its
message to the educatiom and the
preservation of Islamic heritage as
preseribed in the holy Quran and
the Sunmna both of which are the
chief source and foundations of
Islamic legislation, Since the establi-
shment of Al-Azhar up to the present
day, it has undertaken the preaching

of the Islamic call throug out the
world. Also it is the theological
stronghold of Islam to which Mus-
lims from every part of the world
come to study lslamic faith and
return to their countries to be the
messengers of Islam.

Q- Does Al-Azhar play, a poli-
role in the Middle East ?

A- The U.A.R, Policy in the Middle
East is founded on positive neutrality
and Nonm-alignment and the libera-
tion and unity of the Arab and Mus-
lim people. Besides; Al-Azhar teaches
these principles to the sons of the
Middle Eastern countries and others.
In all this A}-Azhar conforms to the
_teachings of lslam and the funda-

mental principles which are enjoined
by the Quran and prescribed by the
Sunna on condition that they are not
opposed to the spirit of the legis-
lation stated by God. ‘

Q- To what extent doesIslam corres-
pond with modern Arab Socialism ?

A- Arab-socialism is represented in

sufficiency and justice, which are
the two main aims of the Islamic
faith.

Q- Does the government ask the
opinion of Al-Azhar before issueing
a new Socialist law ?

A- Soclalist laws issued by the
government aim at granting the in-
terests of both the individual and
society, at the prevailing of justice,
at the eliminating of class differences
and at the establishing of equality
of rights and duties among the
citizens. Al-Azhar approves these
principles for Islam approves and
promulgates them, & Al-Azhar does
not hesitate to co-operate with the
Government in issuing any Islamic
Legislation that aims at the common
Good so long as it is not contra-
dicted to any statement in the Quran
and the Sunna.

Translated By :
FATHY HAMMAD

| Member of the office of Sheikh Al-Azhar
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The Qur’an says :

4 {l': L, o,-.li-‘- J_,....-_J' {h'rl.,»
c{en[v)lyat

And whatsoever the messenger
giveth you, take it and wahatsoever
he forbiddeth, abstain (from it).(7/59)

It also says :

PN IR B RTIERE EY
(ev[/ter)

<Nor doth he speak of (his own)
destre. It is not save an inspiration
that is inspired.»

The prophet also very often
emphasised the impotance of tradition
as a guide for his followers. He
was happy at the reply of Mu’ath
ben Jabal who said to him when
he was appointed as on official in
Yeman that he would follow his
prophet’s tradition if he failed to
find guidance in the Qur'an.

Almost all the companions, how-
ever decided the cases with which
they had to deal, on the basis of
of the traditions, of the prophet, if
they failed to find any guidance in
the Qur’an, and {followed their
opinions only when they could not
find any tradition on the subject,
but as soon as they came to know

of it, they changed their decisions if
necessary and followed the tradition :

There are three kinds of
traditions :

1) It may be a saying of the
prophet which has a bearing on a
religious,

2) It may be an action or practice:
of his, -

3) or it may be his silent approval
of the action or practice of some
person.

There is an important notice
in this connection that the idea
at prophethood in Islam is very
different from that in christianity
and some other religions, as it has
explained in the Qur'an at many
places. In lIslam the prophet is
neither a Gaed nor an angel nor
a2 demi-god - He is a buman
being like eother human beings,
having the same needs and require-
ments as they have, The important.
difference between the prophet and
other human beings is that he is.
gifted with a special capacity to.
receive inspiration from God, and
possesses great keeping related to all
that, self cotrol, self contidence
and great capacity for influencing
the thoughts and activities of peouple
at large, and leading them to the
righ path,
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 Tradiion i tle Second

Source of Islamic Law

y

IBRAHIM M. EL - AssIL
ISLAMIC RESEARCH ACADEMY

The Qur’an is the first source
of Islamic Law, It is considered
the eternal miracle of Istam and has
been revealed in parts at different
times during 2 period of twenty
three vears, as necessity demanded
it. The Qur’an is comparatively
short, so it contains the general
principies by which all matters as
dorgmatic, ritual leza! political and
social questions should be regulated,

It is therefore essential to inter-
pret and elaborate the relevant texts.

The natural, and indeed the
only possible interpreter whose
judgement can be trusted is the
prophet throuch whom they were
revealed; According to the Qur’an
itself this prophet was possessed
not only the Qur’an but also the
wisdom. Allah says :

aldey 1Ly B ebte &t O3 T,
(]2 .¢) ‘1._.1,_.(_,\“.
< Allah revezleth untp thee the
scripture and wisdom and teacheth
thee that which thou knewest nots
(113/4)
In addition to these important
sources of Islamic Law there are

the oiliei iwo Scurces, aualogy

| (qiyas) and consensus (ljmai) when

a new problem, which is not covered
by a clear statement in Qur'an or
tradition arises, the jurists look for
a case resembling it in the Qur’an
or in the tradition, and by reasoning
on the basis of analogy, arrive at
adicision, that process called analogy
aud it is counted as the third source
of Islamic Law.

The well-known learned men
of Islamic Law, in looking for a
solve to a new problem, may gather
togather and consult and if they
agreed upon one opinion (by a
majority, this process represents the
fourth source of Islamic Law «Con-
sensus of opinion ) “ljama”.»

That is about the four sources
of Islamic Law in general but
in the following 1 shall confine my
saying to the second source “tradi-
tion” Hadith.

The importance of tradition as
an important source of Islamic Law
has been laid down in the Qur’an,
emphasised by the Prophet, recog-
nized by his successors, and accepted:
by all the Muslim jurists.
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In this way Islam achieves equa-
lity, fraternity, and sympathy amongst
the individuals of the society. It does
not open its breast to grudge bet-
ween the members of the society,

and sinks all differences to the
bottom,

God has Said in his Hely
book “the Qur’an’’ the great story
of korah wiom God had bestoweed
richness on him, but he declared that
nobody had a right in his money,
and thought that he had gain it with
his own efforts, and thus no body
had a right to take onything from
him, In the end he faced damage
and was smashed.

Korah was of Moses folk but he
oppressed, and behaved haughtily
towards them, for God had given
him such treasure that its keys would
have burdened a company of men
of strength, when his people said to
him “excult not, for God loves not
{hose who excult, but seek the future
mansion, and meglect not your part
in this world, but he bounteous to
others as God has been bounteous
to you, and seek not to commit
excesses on the earth, for God loves
not those who commit excesses. He
said : It has been given me only

on account of the knowledge that
is in me. '

Did he not kuow that God had

desiroyed before him. .generations

they were mightier than he in strength
and has amassed more abundant
wealth ?. But the wicked shall not
he asked of their crimes.

God imposed with the same in-
tention to climinate class disparities
between the rich and the poor, the
Zakat of the lesser bairam., God
considers it a duty which complete
the obligation of fast.

In this way God enables the
rich to lend a hand to the poor, and
leads to them a happy life, filled
with felicity, and free from misery,

Thusgood temper oils the wheels
of life, and no hatred is born in the
hearts of the poor towards the rich,
and no reproaches are heaped or
borne on the back of the latter.
This due makes the rich friends
indeed to those who are in nead,

Some people do not find the
opportunity 1o eat their fill except
on the days of greater bairam.

On the day of Ashouraa alms
are given to peor on occasion of these
blessing days and auspicious nights

Thus Islam undertakes the rights
of the poor, and grasps reciprocal
responsibilityto achieve justly social
security amesgst the people.
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<condition is to reach a certain limit
which is comsidered tHe law portion
The Muslim jurispru-
dents considered the wealth which
fs below this partition exonerated
from thls due.

Muhammad, the messenger says
*“ Aim is imposed on the back of the
rich”’,

It is paid provided that it is
growing wealth in order one may
pay it through one’s wins, In this
case his capital does not descrease.
‘This condition is not imposed only
on increasing money but also on
money liable to increaser and pre-
pared to grow.

One who keeps his money in the
bank, and does not fructify his
wealth, and invest his money in any
project must pay this due because
his money is capable of being inc-
reased, but its owner declines to
make use of it.

The condition which should be
fulfilled to have growinz money is
to reach a certain portion as it was
mentioned, but it should pass one
year in order to wipe out any suspect
of being not increased.

It must be the remainder after
its owner has been satisfied, because
if one is in need of money to spend
on himself or on his family, or to

pay his debts one is not in any
respect a rich man. Thus this ene
must not pay the poor due, If Ore
is compelied to pay this due it will
be taken in this case without One's
free will, but forcibly.

God says in the holy Qur’an :
“ And they ask thee what they aught
to spend, say that which is super-
fluous. Thus Allah maketh plain to
you. His revelations that haply ye
may reflect “ Surah 11, 219.

God wished moderation in what
is paid to the poor in order fo allow
the poor to feel justice, and to enable
the Rich to pay this due with satis-
faction. One should pay two and a
half percent of One’s money, whether
it is from gold or silver, or bank-
notes, or the costs of commercial
goods, Four per cent of the harvests
of the fields which owner irrigate
them should be pald as a duty. In
every twenty Ardels (unity of capa-
city) of cow, or barley, or rice which
exceed the need of their owner, he
should give half ardeb to the poor
and needy.

The owner of the sheep, the
cows, and the camels which pasture
and graze nearly in all the year
should pay a certain duty mentioned
in the Islamic law,

One pound should be paid as
zakat on every io_urty pounds which
one owns above One’s necessity.
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Lo | Thy prayer is an assuagement
for them. Allah is Hearer, knower,

Geod also says “ Worship none
save Allah (only) and be good to
parents, and to kindred, and to
orphans, and the meedy, and speak

kindly to mankind, and establish’

worship, and pay the poor due”,

Thus Zakat is one of the pillars
of Islam which fills the gap between
the rich and the poor, and abolish

loathsomeness, and hatred towards

the former class.

No wonder Mubhammad the mes-
- senger says “lIslam is established
on five pillars: the witness that
there is no God save Allgh, and
Muhammad is the messenger of God,
to establish worship, and to pay
Zakat, or the poor due, to keep
fast, and to visit the holy land, and
go on pilgrimage to those who are
capable to pay this visit.

A man from the tribe of Tamim
came to Muhammad and said **Oh
Messenger: |1 have much money, and
numerous relatives, and | own a great
city, Tell me, then, what can I do,
and how do | spend my wealth ?.
The messenger adressed him : You
pay the poor due “Zakat” from
your money because it purifies it,
intimate relations with your rela-
tives, know the. right of the indigent,
your neighbour, and the medicapt..

Thus Zakat is a part from the
money, or the wealth of the rich
which God has enacted. It is paid
in eight respects which God has
nominated, The alms are only for
the poor, and the needy, and those
who collect them, and those whose
hearts are to be reconciled, and to
free captives, and the debtors, and
for the cause of Allah, and for the
wayfarer. It is a duty impesed by
Allah,

A special portion of Alms was
allotted to the people of Mecca, the
former enemies of Islam, who were
converted en mass after the capture
of the city and whose hearts are
reconciled.

The alms should be given to
those who are absolute paupers,
those who are in some temporary
distress, This due is not only an
ordinance from God but also a remedy
for the shattered hearts, and stiliness
for the puzzled souls. |

When God has imposed this
due he has kept in view justice in
the money of the rich, and mercy on
the poor. God acts to fit the intrests
of the rich to the sustain of the poor,
and complies with the principle of
economy in spending money, and
paying heed to the conditions which
should be {ulfilled in every just tax.

The legislator has put a condi-
tion to ime;:ose the poor due This
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‘Social Secarity in ISLAM

By: Dr. GAMAL ELDIN ELRAMADI

e Pl i ke L e

Amongst the Islamic principles
which Islam has imposed on the
Muslims to achieve social security
is to urge every capable man to
work and not to remain idle because
idleness seems as weeds which grow
apace in the heart of the unemployed.
It brings mischievious thoughts, and
arouses revenge towards those who
can gain easily their livings and
pick up the threads of a happy life.

Isiam appeals to make co-opera-
tion amongst the individuals of the
society. This co-operation is a pro-
tective shield against seperation and
crack. It avoids the arrival of disas-

ters, the spread of misery, indigence,
and penury.

islam has prescribed some ways
to cure these maladies, and wipe out
these ailments, and thus rescue the
Islamic society from the perils which
threaten it and lead it te damage,

The ways which Islam has sur-
veyed to abolish these pests and
nuisances open the gates to sustain
the poor, and miserable,

God does not consider this help
a sort of contribution or alms but a

legal right which should be paid to
them, Not only God does not confine
this right to the wealth of the rich
but also God particularizes a special
part for the poor in the revenue of
the state,

We are going to explain briclfy
what Islam has done to combat
poverty, deal with the poor benevo-
lently, and beneficently, and we will
notice clearly that Istam is without
misgiving, and doubt the religion of
mercy, godliness, and sympathy, I
the Muslims stick to their religion.
and execute its orders, they will be
exceedingly happy and will abolish
misery, and solve ihe problems of
poverty.

At first, Islam has enjoined
Zakat, or the poor due which is
one of the pillars of Islam. God
says “But if they repent and establish
worship, and pay the poor-due, -then
they are your brethren in religion.
We detail our revelations for a people
who have knowledge” (Surah the
Repentance IX. 1I.) God says also
‘s Take alms of their wealth where-
with thou mayst purify them and mayst
make them grow, and pray for them”
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when he was about to die. He

said in his last minutes : “Keep up
the Prayer. Keep up the Prayer...”

Observing the Prayer is so
important in Islam that it is requi-
red to be performem in all eases :
staying and travelling, in security
and in case of danger. God, the
Almighty; says : (Guard the Prayers
and the Most Excellent Prayer, and,
stand up truly obedient to God.
But if you are in danger, say your
Prayers on foot or on hor:eback.
And when you are secure, remember
God as He has taught you what
you Knew not.)

He, the Almighty, spoke in the
most threatning language about those
who neglect the Prayers, in such as
these Verses :

( But there came after them an
evil generation, who wasted prayers
and followed bad desires, so they
will meet perdition).

“So woe to the praying ones,
who are unmindful of their prayer”.

it is repoted through Abdullah
ibn Amr ibn al-As thaf the Prophet
said : “Whoever Keeps up the
Prayer, It will for him a light, an
evidence of security, and a cause
safety in the Day of gudgment. And
whoever wastes the Prayer, it will
not be a light for him, an evidence

of security, of a cmuse of samety ’

in the Day of Judgment, Such as
this will be gathered among Qarun,
Pharao, Haman, and Obayy ibn
Khalaf.” The great scholar Ib Al-
Qayyim commented on this saying

‘of the Prophet in this way : “That

who wastes the Prayer is either
occupied tco much by his money,
his Kingdom, his high office, or his
trade. The first will be among the
company of Quran, the second
among the company of Pharaoh, the
third among the company of Haman,
and the last among the company
of Obuyy ibn Khalaf.”

QUESTION

Did Islam lay special conditions
in the performance of the Prayers ?

ANSWER

There are some conditions that
should be realized before the perfor-
mance of any Prayer, such as clean-
liness of clothes, body, and pla~e co-
vering the private parts of the body
and facing the direction of Kaaba in
Mecca. There are some othere
immaterial conditions that are requi-
red to be realized during the ber-
formance of the Prayer, the most
important as which is humility.
The Prayer is not were words and
movememnts like the quick movements
of birds and animals, The accepted
Prayer is the one that is performed
in meditatiop, humilily, and fear
of God.
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QUESTION

If prayer was cemmon in all
divine religions, what, then, is the
difference between prayer in Islam
and in other religions ?

ANSWER

Prayer in Islam is a perfect and
organized institution. [t is not mere
- words of appeal and call to God.
It is rather both action and speech
fulfilled by meditation, heart, tongue
and whole body. Islam laid out
some conditions in order that the
Prayer be valid, that is, cleanliness,
well dressing, and fa¢ing the direc-
tion of Ka’aba in Mecca. Prayer
should be performed in definite
times, and each prayer of a given
time has special sequence. Some
times the Prayer may be performed
individually or with the congregation,
and some times it should be perfor-
med with the congregation. It is
called out for in a special manmer
‘and special words, Therefore, the
Prayer of Islam has no parallel in
any other religion,

Prayer in Islam includes all
physical kinds of respect and vene-
ration, such as raising hands, stan-
ding, bowing down, prostration. and
appeal. People usually resort to one
kind or another of these symbols of
respect when they meet important
personalities, But the Prayer inc-
luded all known kinds of respect in

successive actions, in gratitude to
the Creator, and in adoration to His
Mighty Presence. Thus, Prayer begins
by the declaration “Allahu Akbar”
that is, God is the Greatest, accom-
panied by raising hands to the sides
of the face, as a sign of respect.
The praying one, then, stands reading
“ Al-Fatiha” which is known as
“ {he Mother of the Qur’an”, then
he bows, and prostractes to the
ground twice saying in all these
movements “ Allahu Akbar”, The
prostration in the Prayer indicates
that people should venerate their
Lord, Who is the Sele King and
Creator, in a manner that is mot
allowed to be done to other than
Him. |

QUESTION

How important is the Prayeri_'in
relation to other kinds of wership
in Islam ? -

ANSWER

Prayer occupies the most impor-
tant position in the Religion. The
Prophet said : ‘The foundation | of
every matter is Islam; the pillar of
Islam is Prayer; and the crouning
end of it is the Jihad or strife in
the cause of God.” The Prayer is
the first thing one is questioned
about in the Day of gudgment
according to the Profhet in one of
his sayings. The Prayer wan
commanded by the Prophet eves



i ) LzcSo [ ool 53 oo

—_—f —

God, the Almighty says to
Abraham and Ismail, : ( Purify My
House for those who visit it and
those who abide in it for devotion
and those who bow down and those
who prostrate themselves).

The Angels called out Mary, the
mother of Jesus ( peace be upon
him ), saying in this Qur'anic Verse :

O Mary, surely God has chosen
you above the women of the world,
O Mary, be obedient to your Lord and
humble yourself and bow down with
those who bow ”,

Jesus ( peace be upon him)
spoke about the favours of God en

him and said, according to the
Qur’an :

And He has made me blessed
wherever [ may be, and He has
enjoined on me prayer and poor-rate
so long as I live,

| God praises Ismalil in this Verse:

( And he enjoined on his people
prager and almsgiving, and was one
in whom his Lord was wel! pleased).

In his advise to his son, Luqman
said in these Qur’anic words :

( O my son keep up prayer and
enjoin good and forbid evil, and
bear patiently that which befalls you.

Surely this is an affair of great
resolution ).

When God made a covenant
with the Children of Israel, He
made prayer one of the most impor-
tant obligations in that covenant.
The Almighty says :

- “ And when we made a covenant
with the Children of Israel : You
shall serve none but God. And do
good to your parents, and to the
near of kin and to orphans and the
needy, and speak good words to all
men, and keep up prayer and pay
the poor-rate . ..”

And

( And certainly God made a
covenant with the Children of Israel,
and We raised among them twelve
princes. And God said : Surely 1
am with you. If you keep up prayer
and pay the poor-rate and believe in
My messengers and assist them and
offer to God a goodly gift, 1 will
certoinly cpver your evil deeds, and
cause you to enter Paradise wherien
rivers flow. But whoever among
you disbelieves after that, he indeed
strays from the right way).

From all these texts, it is evi-
dent that prayer is an old worship
called for by all Prophets and all
divine relifions, and it was not an
exclusive tr Islam,
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PILLARS OF ISLAM
(1)

By : Abdul Wadood Shalaby

What is the first worship obli-
gated in Islam ?

Praver is the first worship obli-
gated in Islam. It was made obli-
gatory before Hijra by about three
years. The way it was made obli-
gatory shows how important is it
in the eyes of God, Prayer was
legislated exclusively in heaven du-
ring the Night of Ascension “ Isra’”
by a direct order from God to His
servant Muhammad.

It is a known fact that govern
ments call out their ambassadors
for consultation in important matters
where correspondence is not suffi-
cient. Muhammad is the Messenger
of God to His service. Being called
by his Lord to ascend to the high

heavens to give him the order about;| .

Prayer is a great evidence of its
importance. The Prophet said in
his Tradition of Ascension :

“ God, the Almighty, made obl-
gatory on my people fifty prayers.
I returned carrying this divine order
and 1 passed by Moses ( peace be
upon him ) when he said : What
has God made obligatory en your
people ? I said : Fifty prayers,

Moses said : Go and consult your
Lord, Exalted be He, for your people
could not bear it. 1 returned to my
Lord, and He put off some of the
prayers. Then ] went back and told .
Moses who said again : Go and

‘consult your Lord, for your people

could not bear it, When I returned
to my Lord, He said : They *the
Prayers” are five *in number” and
fifty “in reward”. No change there
will be to My order. When 1 went
back to Moses and he asked me to
consult my Lord again 1 said : I am
ashamed of my Lord, Exalted be He”,

QUESTION

Is Prayer an exclusive worship
of Islam, or it was also practiced
in other divine religions ?

Prayer is one of the oldest kinds
of worship in all religions, When
Abraham ( peace be npon him ) mig-
rated with his family to the barren
valley of Mecca, he said what is
reported in the Holy Qur’an:

“Qur Lord, that they may keep
up prayer ; so make the hearts of
some people yearn towards them,
and provide them with fruits; so
that they may be grateful”,
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mercy and prosperity, He is the
owner of life and death,

This belief creats in soul of
man courage and bravery, because
he will have no fear of any power
and will not be subject to any one
but the cherisher of the worlds. Also
this belief creats in him humility,
for he knows that there is no power
and distinction except from God,
He can not feel pride over others
because he realizes that there is no
distinction between man and man
except through good actions.

This faith also creats in him
will of power for he is not dismayed
by misfortune nor despair. He knows
that the power of God is above all
the powers. Those who believe in
the supreme authority of God will
be free from greed, anvy, and he
will follow the way of truth in his
all actions becaute he is sure that
his creator knows every thing, He
is nearor to him than himself, The
prophret Muhammad commanded :
6Bol oG Lol el T e ael s

.4,

( Serve your God as if you see
him, if you see him not he sees you)
The belief in the existence of God
and His oneness obliges one to act
according His Laws and orders and
he will hasten to do good Services
and actions, for the benefit of all
human kind,

The belief in the Day of Judg-
ment is apother vital  force that in-

cites man to elevation in this life. |

It is a basic principle of Islamic
faith, This Day is the end toward
which every one will be returned.
The holly Quran says ¢
tan Oy 6 b V) O L Oy
s gl oly ¥ L5 ot f sy s
(EY_va 2 i) N |
(And that man can have nothing
but what he strives for, And that
his striving will be seen. Then he
will be rewarded for it with the
fullest reward. And that to your
Lord is the Goal,

The Holy Quran States that the
life of everyone, with its reward or
punishment, abiding in paradise or
Hell, depend upon the course of his
life in this world. The Almighty
Allah Says :

e Jaw Gy oy T 355 Jite Jom o3
(A v _d5) Cop i

(So he who does an atom’s
weight of good will see it; And he
who does an atom’s weight of evil
will see it).

& el op bl sl STy L L
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( Then as for him who is ino-
rdinate, and prefers the life of this
world; Hell is Surely the abode.
Aud as for him who fears to stand
before his Lord and restrains him
self from lus{ the Paradise is surely

_abode ).
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The Effects of the Belief in the Oneness of God

By :

The first basic principle of Islam
is faith. The basis of Islamic faith
is to believe in the existence of God
and his oneness. This faith is realized
by the first sentence of “shahada”
of the witness: «&! Y] 4J ¥» (there is
no god But Allah.) The belief in the
oneness of God is the key of Islamic
faith, The Holy Quran Says:—

JJ'-%J-*L.['\ ‘-\-alliu“.bjmf‘}sa
. o I,ifd&f_('.,

( Say: He is Allah, the one!
Allah, the eternal, the absolute, He
begets not, nor was begotten. And
there is nonelike Him.) He is the
creator of this universe. And there
is no creator but He, no partner to
Him, He is the onlyone who is
distinguished by worship and he is
the sole cherisher of human kind.

Nobody is asked for help or
mercy save him, His mighty being
is beyond limited humam compre-
hensiom, He is the All Kind, All
Knowing, He Knows all things both
secret and open. He is Merciful and
Beneficent, He is the Souree of peace
and safety, Quran describes attri-
butes of Almighty, Allah, in this
verse :

A. M, MOHIADDIN ALWAYE

YyirwoinbY e pgalt L) ga V]I Y &l
bW by cldl L d Loy
‘,,n;t.,m.ujq, l.é.;.«:sh V) oo ity
&quC.,. slaie Viade o o gty Dot Yy
.r:la.x\‘},l\,.,hha,..;,iv,u;ﬂl,o@m

(Allah | There is no god but He,
The ever-living the self subsistent by
whom all subsist. Slumber over
takes Him not, nor sleep. To Him
belongs what ever is in the heavens
and what ever is in the earth. Who
is he that can intercede with Him
but by His permission? He Knows
what is before them and what is
behind them. And they encompass
nothing of his Knowledge except
what he pleases. His Knowledge
extends over the heavems and the
earth and the preservation of them
both tires Him Not. And he is the
Most High, the Great).

The believer in the oneness of
God will have no fear from anybody
and he will not submit him self to
any thing but the Real Lord of this
Universe. Ope who believes that
there is no god But Allah is,
undoubtedly, Knows that there is no
harm and benefit except through
Him, All authority and power are
only to Him. He is the granter of
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then granted its guidance.) The
same turth is more fully stated
elsewhere in the Qur'an as :
gsiﬁ\,“g,.s‘_;l;d;dugﬁle.\g,r.!@_..
« S O
( Praise the name of thy Lord
the Most High, who hath created
and then given order and proportion,

who hath fixed a measure for every
being and then granted it guidance).

It is this divine attribute of
Cherisher and Sustainer of the Uni-
verse upon which much of the argu-
ment of the Quran is based, and it
may be well, before proceeding fur-
ther to state that argument briefly.

The first principle of the Quran’s
argument is an invitation to the
intellect to understand and reflect.
Over and over again it impress upon
the reader that the only path to
Trath lies through intellect and
reason. Man must try to understand
and reflect upon everything he feels
or preceives with in himself and out
side.
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( For those of firm faith, there
are Signs (1.e. Signposts of Truth)
(enough ) on earth and also within
yourselves. Will you not see?),
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(How many are the Signs on
earth and in the heavens which they

(carelessly) pass by and from which
they turn away (their faces).

If man will but make use of
his intellect and reflect on the created
Universe, the very first truth that
will down upou his realisation wifl
be the fundamental and universal law
and discipline and part of an ordered
System ; there is nothing without
good reason or a beneficent ultimate
purpose. Were it otherwise, there
would not have been this universal
discipline and order which so care-
fully, to the minutest detail, holds
together everything in the universe
in a single integrated whole,

@l 5 O} ¢ b Gy Ol st &l Gl
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(God has created the heavens
and the earth with good purpose.
Verily, in this there is a 51gn for
those whe believe. )

Oy Y 22571,

(and: Yet most of them do not
kanow it)1),

(1) The Quintessence of Islam.
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The next stage of divine guid-
ance is that throuh the faculties of
sense, perception and mental under-
standing. Beings lower than man
lack intellect and reason, but they
possess the powers of senses and
understanding in the fullest measure
necessary for all the functions rel-
ating to selfpreservation and repro-
duction. These powers, it is also
to be noted, are not the same kind
or degree for all beings, to each is
given exactly that power and in
that measure which would enable
it to live in the environment or that
pariicular state in which taqdir has
placed it. The ant is givin a rela-
tively stronger sense of smell; the
eagle has relatively stronger sight,
it would be irrelevant to examine
whether these different faculties of

animals and insects were so from

the first, whatever that might mean,
or whether they developed to meet
the requirements of the situation.
what is to be noted is that these
faculties could net have been so
developed by any human or other
earthly agancy; they are Naturegiven,
and Nature has prescribed the laws
of existence, adjustment, growth and
development which are unalterable,

Thus it is that, after naming
Allah, the first divine attribute that
this sura directs our attention to is
that of Rabbil Alameen, the lord
who cherishes, nourishes and sustains

everything and guides it to its
fulfilment, It was this attribute to

which Moses referred when he said:.

csan ¢ ko g2 Jeel il L5 s
(Our Lord is he who has given
everything its form and nature and
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